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WASHINGTON — (AP) —
The blooper by the Emergen-
ey Broadcast System yester-
day was not the first instance
of things going wrong with it,
but the other mistakes were
less noticeable.

There was the time when
teletype tape of the warning
message was put in back-
wards. It took hours to get
the Associated Press and Un-
ited Press International
broadcast wires going again.

The military takes control
of the wires for the tests, as
it would for the real thing,
and the news services can't
use the wires until the mili-
tary releases them.

Those familiar with the
system recall too when the
military took control of the
wire and then sent no mes-
sage.

. The nearest to the alarm
lyesterday occurred about 10

ears age when, as in the
current incident, someone
put in the real thing. But the
mistake was caught in time
to confine the alert to about
10 states.

The tests are held regular-
ly each week at 6 a.m. PST
on Saturday and at 5:30 a.m.
PST Sunday. Because the
wrong message came at the
regular test time yesterday,
many stations continued nor-
mal operation while checking
to see if there was a mistake.

Perforated Tape

The news service teletypes
are operated by running per-
forated tape through frans-
mitters. The message or
news story then is sent out
simultaneously  throughout
the country.

When the military at Color- |-

ado Springs takes control of
the two national broadcast
wires, it automatically con-
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NORAD warning base is inside Cheyenne Mountain,

Then the printer bell in
each station rings 10 times
followed by a line of Xsand
10 more hells. Then comes
the message:

If it’s not a test you would
receive a message authenti-
cator word followed by the

emergency actionnotifica-
filon — possibly a civil de-

nects with all regional broad-
cast circuits. '
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fense attack warning mes-
sage — and the same mes-
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sage authenticator word
transmitted again.
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their affiliates and provide
the facilities for transmitting |
whatever the emergency de-
mands, such as a presiden-

tial broadcast.

the

ACTION NOTIFICATION
SYSTEM

The stations which would
be authorized tocontinue
broadcasts during the emer-
gency would announce the
test, observe a few seconds
of silence except for a loud
bleep and an announcement
that a test was held of the
warning system.

The Real Thing

Then the military would re-
lease the news service wires
to return to normal opera-
tion, using the bells and Xs
again.

If there is a real emergen-
cy the system is to be trig-
gered by the President

~through the White House

Communications Agency.

A second method is for the
President to use the White
House Communications
Agency to link with key
points of the radio and televi-
sion networks. The key
points are here and in New
York.

The networks link in all

The third method, used pri- |

marily by any station not
equipped for the other two, is
to monitor a designated key
station in its area .The coun-
try is divided into areas with
key stations designated in
each.

There are also leased tele-
type connections hetween the
key stations and those not

geared to the first two meth- |

ods of warning.

The system is supposed to
be tested once each week at
irregular times between 8:30
a.m. local time and sunset.

The TV stations discontinue
their normal programs for 60
seconds, displaying a slide
explaining the test.

To enhance security the
code words for authenticat-

ing messages are changed
each month.



