
M
a
d

a
m

e
 N

h
u

's
 N

o
rm

a
l L

ife
 

R
o
m

e 
T

he country residence is 
sm

all, n
estlin

g
 b

eh
in

d
 a 

protective, stucco - covered 
sto

n
e w

all. T
h
e b

lack
 iro

n
 

g
ate rarely

 o
p
en

s. V
isito

rs 
to

 th
e q

u
iet n

eig
h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 

are cau
tio

n
ed

 to
 w

atch
 o

u
t 

fo
r th

e
 sn

a
k
e
s, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 

are seldom
 disturbed. 

N
ex

t to
 

th
e h

o
u
se, in

sid
e 

the w
all, is a w

ell-tended veg-
etab

le g
ard

en
. S

o
 so

m
eo

n
e 

does live there. B
ut w

ho? 
"M

ad
am

e N
h
u
?" said

 a 
farm

er  w
h
o
 liv

es n
earb

y
. 

"I'v
e n

ev
er h

eard
 th

e n
am

e 
b
efo

re, b
u
t I'v

e b
een

 to
ld

 
there is som

ebody from
 V

iet-
nam

 around here." 
M

m
e. N

ugo D
inh N

hu, the 
once-pow

erful F
irst L

ady of 
V

ietnam
, lives in seclusion in 

the unpretentious villa. T
w

o 

years 
ago 

sh
e to

u
red

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates talk

in
g
 to

 as 
m

any audiences as she could 
g
ath

er fo
r as lo

n
g
 as th

ey
 

w
ould listen. N

ow
 she sees no 

o
n
e. T

h
e few

 Italian
s w

h
o
 

h
av

e m
et h

er say
 sh

e b
e-

lieves she w
ill return to S

ai-
gon one day, the policies of 
her husband and brother-in-
law

 vindicated. 

C
O

U
P 

M
m

e. N
go- D

inh N
hu, the 

ed
 S

tates d
u
rin

g
 th

e co
u
p
 

that brought violent death to 
her husband, N

go D
inh N

hu, 
the head of V

ietnam
's secret 

police, and to her brother-in- 
a w

, P
resid

en
t 

N
go 

D
inh 

D
iem

. 
S

h
e left th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

and m
oved to P

aris. H
er self-

im
posed exile there w

as not 

so
 strict, an

d
 o

ccasio
n
ally

 
she visited R

om
e. L

ater she 
m

ovod to the relatively m
od-

e
st v

illa
 w

h
e
re

 sh
e
 n

o
w

 
liv

es, an
d
 rarely

 g
o
es o

u
t. 

M
any of her neighbors have 

only a vague idea w
ho she is. 

T
he com

m
unity is a pasto-

ral area of green farm
s about 

I5 m
iles southw

est of R
om

e, 
n
o
t far fro

m
 th

e seasid
e re-

so
rt o

f O
stia B

each
. A

t o
n
e 

tim
e
 it w

a
s a

 m
a
la

ria
l 

m
arsh

, b
u
t fascist d

ictato
r 

B
en

ito
 M

u
sso

lin
i h

ad
 it re-

claiin
ed

. T
o
d
ay

 v
ip

ers still 
ab

o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e field

s o
ff th

e 
m

ain roads. 

SE
R

V
A

N
T

S 
A

pparently M
m

e. N
hu does 

n
o
t lack

 m
o
n
ey

. A
 v

illag
er 

w
ho occasionally has w

orked 
inside her villa says she has 

a
 h

o
u
se

h
o
ld

 sta
ff o

f tw
o
 

m
aid

s, a co
o
k
, a p

art-tim
e 

gardener, a secretary and a 
F

ren
ch

 n
u
rse-tu

to
r fo

r h
er 

tw
o younger children. 

T
hese tw

o—
Q

uynh, a 13-
year-old boy, and L

e Q
uyen, 

a 6-year-old girl—
live in the 

v
illa an

d
 seld

o
m

 leav
e it. 

M
m

e. N
hu's older children—

L
e T

im
, a 20-year-old daugh-

ter, and T
rac, a 17-year-old 

son—
are staying in Paris, ac-

cording to the Italian N
ation-

al Police. R
E

C
L

U
SE

 
M

m
e. N

h
u
 h

erself is re-
p
o
rted

 to
 sp

en
d
 alm

o
st 

all 
her tim

e in her study in the 
villa, w

orking at a typew
riter 

o
n
 h

er m
em

o
irs an

d
 o

cca-
sio

n
al statem

en
ts th

at sh
e 

m
ails to new

spapers. 

M
 m

 e. N
h
u
 ap

p
aren

tly
 

a
v
o
id

s o
ffic

ia
l c

o
n
ta

c
ts. 

S
o
u
rces at th

e S
o
u
th

 V
iet-

n
am

ese E
m

b
assy

 in
 R

o
m

e 
say

 th
ey

 h
av

e n
ev

er seen
 

her. T
hey assum

e she is still 
u
sin

g
 th

e sam
e d

ip
lo

m
atic 

p
assp

o
rt sh

e h
ad

 w
h
en

 sh
e 

left S
aigon in 1963 just before 

th
e co

u
p
 th

at o
v
erth

rew
 th

e 
D

iem
 regim

e. 
T

h
e N

atio
n
al P

o
lice say

 
M

m
e. N

hu is no trouble. 
"W

hen she first cam
e here, 

several m
onths ago, w

e had a 
m

an
 p

atro
l th

e v
illa," th

ey
 

rep
o
rte d

. "W
e w

ere n
o
t 

afraid
 fo

r h
er life, b

u
t w

e 
w

orried about the curious. 
N

ow
 w

e have no one there 
because no one seem

s inter-
ested in bothering her. L

ife is 
just norm

al." A
sso

cia
ted

 P
ress 

P
A

G
E

 4
 

S
A

N
 F

R
A

N
C

IS
C

O
 C

H
R

O
N

IC
LE

, W
ednesday, July 14, 1965 


