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a
se T

o
ssed

 O
u

t 
B

y
 P

e
te

r ta
c
k
 

C
h

r 	
h
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o

rre
s
p

e
n

ith
•n
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P
etalum

a, S
onom

a C
ounty 

• 
A

 S
an

ta R
o
sa Ju

d
g
e y

ester-
d
a
y
 d

e
p
riv

e
d
 th

e
 S

a
m

p
so

n
 

boys —
 m

em
bers of a fundam

en-
talist ch

u
rch

 fam
ily

 o
f ferv

en
t 

p
atrio

ts o
f a ch

an
ce to

 test th
e 

co
n
stitu

tio
n
ality

 o
f P

etalu
m

a's 
parking m

eter law
. 

T
h
is fo

rm
er eg

g
 b

ask
et o

f 
N

o
rth

ern
 C

alifo
rn

ia h
as an

 o
rd

i-
n
a
n
c
e
 th

a
t m

a
k
e
s it a

 m
isd

e
-

m
e
a
n
o
r to

 p
u
t c

o
in

s in
 o

th
e
r 

drive'rs parking m
eters. 

T
o
n
y
 S

am
p
so

n
, 2

0
, an

d
 h

is 
tw

in brother F
loyd, w

ere arrested 
last N

ovem
ber . for openly buying 

parking tim
e for every car parked 

on P
etalum

a's m
ain drag. 

"W
e d

id
 it in

 fu
ll v

iew
 o

f a  

m
e
te

r m
a
id

, a
n
d
 th

e
 c

o
p
s
 

sw
ooped in and arrested us," said 

F
loyd S

am
pson. 

"W
e w

an
ted

 a ju
ry

 trial to
 

prove the parking m
eter law

 is a 
ty

p
ical ex

am
p
le o

f h
o
w

 g
o
v
ern

-
m

en
ts ro

b
 p

eo
p
le o

f th
eir b

asic 
rights," said S

am
pson. 

"T
here's nothing about park-

in
g
 m

eters in
 th

e U
.S

. C
o
n
stitu

-
tion, and nothing that says I can't 
pay another m

an's parking m
eter 

expenses if I w
ant to," he said. 

T
h
e- b

ro
th

ers d
em

an
d
ed

 a 
ju

ry
 tria

l b
u
t a

 lo
c
a
l ju

d
g
e
 

disqualified him
self and the m

at-
ter w

as p
u
t b

efo
re Ju

d
g
e F

ran
k
 

P
assalaqua of S

anta R
osa M

unici-
pal C

ourt. 
P

assalaq
u
a to

ssed
 o

u
t th

e 
case y

esterd
ay

 o
n
 g

ro
u
n
d
s o

f 
"insufficient evidence," thus pre-
venting the S

am
psons from

 test- 

ing the law
's constitutionality. 

T
he tw

ins had subpoenaed the 
en

tire city
 co

u
n
cil as w

ell 
as 

M
ayor H

elen P
utnam

 as w
itness-

es. 
T

he S
am

psons had also filed 
a
 $

1
.5

 m
illio

n
 c

la
im

 
against 

P
etalum

a, contending they w
ere 

victim
s of "selective prosecution." 

T
h
e
 fa

m
ily

 is h
e
a
d
e
d
 b

y
 

H
ow

ard S
am

pson, 51, w
ho lives 

w
ith

 th
ree ru

g
g
ed

 so
n
s o

u
tsid

e 
P

etalum
a. 

T
he S

am
psons are leaders of 

th
e S

o
n
o
m

a C
h
ap

ter o
f P

o
sse 

C
om

itatus, a vigilante group that 
b
eliev

es th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 is th

e 
o
n
ly

 b
o
d
y
 o

f la
w

 A
m

e
ric

a
n
s 

should obey. 
T

he organization is adam
ant 

in its stand against any law
s that 

regulate business, property ow
n-

ersh
ip

 an
d
 p

articu
larly

 th
e rig

h
t 

to keep guns. 
T

he S
am

psons support them
-

se
lv

e
s b

y
 o

p
e
ra

tin
g
 a

 p
a
v
in

g
 

com
pany that is the business end 

o
f a F

u
n
d
am

en
talist ch

u
rch

 o
f 

th
eir o

w
n
 fo

u
n
d
in

g
, F

ield
 o

f th
e 

W
ood. 

T
he fam

ily com
pound, posted 

w
ith trespass w

arnings, is dom
i-

n
ated

 b
y
 a larg

e m
o
b
ile h

o
m

e 
com

plex. R
oad grading and other 

heavy equipm
ent is parked over 

'sev
eral acres. T

h
in

g
s lo

o
k
 ru

n
 

clow
n. 
T

he 
eld

er S
am

p
so

n
 lik

es to
 

say
 p

u
b
licly

 th
at if an

y
 co

p
 d

ares  

to
 step

 o
n
 h

is p
ro

p
erty

 w
ith

o
u
t 

perm
ission, he'll shoot to kill. 

"
I'll a

im
 fo

r th
e
 h

e
a
d
,"

 
H

ow
ard S

am
pson said. 

"W
e are liv

in
g
 in

 a p
o
lice 

state n
o
w

," h
e co

n
tin

u
ed

. "It's 
tim

e for A
m

ericans to w
ake up to 

freedom
 and G

od." 
H

o
w

a
rd

 S
a
m

p
so

n
 first 

becam
e noted in S

onom
a last year 

w
hen he w

as convicted of operat-
ing his church-ow

ned paving firm
 

w
ithout a contractor's license. 

F
o
r m

o
st o

f la
st y

e
a
r th

e
 

fam
ily w

as continually entangled 
w

ith
 law

m
en

 an
d
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
officials. 

T
h
e y

o
u
n
g
er S

am
p
so

n
s, in

-
clu

d
in

g
 H

o
w

ard
, Jr., 2

5
, h

av
e 

b
een

 arrested
 m

an
y
 tim

es fo
r 

infractions of traffic law
s, includ-

in
g
 b

lo
w

in
g
 th

eir tru
ck

 h
o
rn

s 
"excessively." 


