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M
en

tion
 th

e w
ord

 "
p

osse"
 to a sh

eriff an
d

 h
e 

reacts lik
e h

e's w
alk

in
g on

 eggs. 

"W
hat's the w

ord on citizen posses being organ-
ized

 in
 y

o
u

r a
rea

?
"

 sh
eriff's d

ep
a

rtm
en

ts w
ere 

ask
ed

 in
 an

 Joaq
u

in
, N

evad
a, B

u
tte an

d
 S

h
asta 

counties. 

T
he quickly guarded replies ran like this: 

"
N

ever h
eard

 of on
e."

 "
N

o com
m

en
t."

 "
Y

ou
'd

 
b

etter go d
irectly to th

ose p
eop

le."
 

O
n

e of "
th

ose p
eop

le"
 is Joh

n
 B

evard
, 47, w

h
o 

lives in
 G

rass V
alley an

d
 w

ork
s as a telep

h
on

e in
-

staller. 

A
 m

o
n

th
 a

g
o

 h
e sta

rted
 o

rg
a

n
izin

g
 N

ev
a

d
a

 
C

ou
n

ty P
osse C

om
itatu

s. P
osse com

itatu
s sp

ells ou
t 

as "
p

ow
er of th

e cou
n

ty."
 

B
evard's group now

 has 74 m
em

bers. F
ifty m

ore 
friends are standing by. "It's things like the bom

b-
in

gs th
at started

 all th
is,"

 B
evard

 said
. 

"W
e w

ant to be ready, not just hiding behind our 
d

oors w
aitin

g for som
eb

od
y to com

e an
d

 b
reak

 it 
d

ow
n

."
 

O
n

e of th
e grou

p
, w

h
ich

 in
clu

d
es th

ree form
er 

m
ilitary m

en
, w

en
t to talk

 w
ith

 the N
evada C

ounty 
sh

eriff. B
evard

 said
 th

e sh
eriff n

eith
er en

cou
raged

  

nor discouraged the m
ovem

ent. B
evard understands 

w
hy sheriffs are sen

sitive ab
ou

t th
e su

b
ject. B

u
t: - 

"
W

e are ready w
h

en
ever th

e em
ergen

cy arises 
th

at th
e sh

eriff w
ou

ld
 n

eed
 u

s..W
e w

ill n
ot m

ak
e a 

m
ove w

ithout contacting the sheriff. W
e w

ill seek his 
expressed consent in w

hat w
e do." 

In
 B

u
tte C

ou
n

ty, tw
o cloth

in
g store p

artn
ers, 

G
ary A

n
d

erson
, 26, an

d
 H

arry B
ash

am
, 48, started

 
their posse com

itatus and it is grow
ing. 

A
nderson stresses this is n

ot a
 vigilan

te ou
tfit. 

"
W

e b
elieve in

 law
 an

d
 ord

er,"
 h

e em
p

h
asized

. 
"

W
e started

 ou
t w

ith
 seven

 m
em

b
ers an

d
 w

e all 
k

n
ew

 each
 oth

er. N
ow

 w
e're goin

g th
rou

gh
 th

e gun 
clu

b
s in

 B
u

tte C
ou

n
ty look

in
g for oth

er m
em

b
ers 

w
ho can m

eet our requirem
ents and join." 

B
ash

am
 ad

d
s: "

W
e're all C

h
ristian

s. W
e d

on
't 

w
an

t C
om

m
u

n
ists or an

y oth
er k

in
d

 of ath
eists in

-
volved

." 

O
n

e p
rosp

ective m
em

b
er w

as rejected
 ash

en
 h

e 
refu

sed
 to say "

so G
od

 h
elp

 m
e"

 at th
e sw

earin
g 

in cerem
ony. 

G
u

n
s? Y

es, th
e p

osse m
em

b
ers are licen

sed
 to 

carry th
em

, A
n

d
erson

 said
. 

O
b

serv
es B

ev
a
rd

 in
 N

ev
a
d

a
 C

o
u

n
ty

: "
Y

o
u

 
w

on
't fin

d
 a sin

gle au
tom

atic w
eap

on
 In

 th
e h

u
n

ch
, 

just norm
al people w

ith w
eapons like .38-.30s." 
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