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Arms Caches F ound on Coast; |
Some Linked to Private Armies

‘ By PETER BART
] Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, July 2 —jsubstantial amount of the arms|
| Policemen in nearby Riverside|and explosives had been aban-
|tast week went to the home of|doned by the Army after mili-

tary maneuvers.
ia steel company laborer named! o rulle, who was charged|

{Jack B. Tomlin to investigate]with possession of TNT, tear!
jreports that he owned an un- gas, smoke grenades and other.
iregistered machine gun. :\;ﬁwg::tn;;ltfeﬁgtll fl?oa;;?'gﬁil
: E g !
| The police say they fo und “gun nuts” simply cruised the
inot just a gun but a private
5. “*“ldesert after Army maneuvers
larsenal consisting of dynamite, £ i ;
; and picked up vast quantities of |
|booby traps, machine guns and discarded weapons |
lsome solid-fuel rocket propel- O b
1ant. Army Supposed to Clean Up
Incredibly, discoveries of| Although military clean-up
caches of weapons and explo-lcrews are supposed to clear;
sives are recurring with in-\weapons from the areas, De
creasing frequency in southerniyulle said that there were al-
California. Six arsenals have|ways plenty of weapons around |
ibeen detected in the last I_nonth]after they leave. Some men are
and more than a dozen in theistill finding weapons left over
|last year. from Operation Desert Strike,
Thomas C. Lynch, attorneyia maneuver in 1964 that in-}
|general of California, said thativolved 100,000 troops, he said.
‘some of the discoveries clearly|He also said that he had once|
linvolved weapons that belonged|seen a truck painted with swas-|
'to or were destined for what|tikas cruising the desert look-
he described as extremist pri-ling for weapons. it
vate armies operating in the| The Army promptly replied|
state—-the Minute Men and theithat its clean-up crews care-||
California  Rangers  among fully picked up all material|
them. after each maneuver. !
“The situation represents a| De Mulle made his charges|
continuing threat to the peace after police had found TNT,
of the community,” he said. |tear gas, smoke grenades and
The detection of these illegaliother materials in his apart-
private weapons hoards has ment. De Mulle allegedly was
helped to dramatize a much|a friend of Tomlin, the steel
broader problem that is worry-company laborer. \
ing authorities in Southern| Investigators said they didj

California—the tremendous in-|not believe that either Tomlin

crease in the quantity of legallor De Mulle were members of|!
hand guns in the possession of jextremist groups. However, onej
ordinary citizens. pffici?l stz:,id that police werel
investigating the connections of

Watts Began the Problem |.noinerl unidentified man, the

The Watts riots of last sum-json of a wealthy lecal business-
mer first set off a buying wavejmal, who had concealed scores
and this pace has not slackened of hand grenades and other
in the year since fthe rints.‘weapons in his backyard. This
. According to official estimates,jman is believed to be affiliated
Ao £ 31,000 hand guns|with the militant National
will be sold in Los Angeles this|States’ Rights party, whose‘
year, enough to arm two in-|/members affect military ranks .'
fantry divisions. . and uniforms. i

«The potential for danger 1S Among other paramilitary:
awesome,” The Los Angeles|organizations  that maintain |
|Times said in an editorial this|“private armies” in the state,
week. |the official said, are the Minute

While ordinary citizens ac-|Men, the American Nazi party,
quire most of their guns the California Rangers and the,
through regular commercial |Christian Defense League. |
outlets, three Southern Califor-| The activities of privatel
nia Representatives demanded |armies in California have been
this week a full-scale investiga- inhibited by the passage of a!
tion into the possibility that thellaw that went into effect last|
extremist groups might have September, It hans formali
found yet another secret chan-|training exercises by paramili-|
inel for acquiring weapons en|tary groups. Since that time
masse. the ' training maneuvers re-

The Representatives derznd-|portedly have been shifted to
ing an investigation were Arizona and Nevada and the
‘Charles H. Wilson, John Tunney once~-garrulous leaders of the
‘and Thomas Rees, all Demo- armies have gone underground.
erats from Southern California.| Of all the groups the Minute
! Their concern was touched|Men probably attract the most
loff by the assertions of Davidlattention. Law enforcement of-
De Mulle, one of the men ar-|ficials estimate its state mem-|
rested for having a private bership at between 500 and
weapon hoard. He said that a|L,000. |
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