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Sen. B

arry G
oldw

ater, w
ary in the past 

of being "inhibited" by too m
uch official inform

ation, so far 
has not asked for the top-secret intelligence briefing offered 
by P

resident Johnson. 
N

orm
ally, it m

ight be assum
ed that a R

epublican P
resi-

dential nom
inee w

ould hardly be able to w
ait to get a peek 

at classified inform
ation. B

ut G
oldw

ater's past statem
ents 

about such briefings indicate he m
ay possibly be eyeing the 

P
resident's offer in the m

anner of a gift horse, T
rojan style. 

T
ony S

m
ith, a G

oldw
ater press secretary, said yester-

day that w
hen G

oldw
ater "feels he needs or w

ants them
 

(security briefings} he w
ill ask." 

T
he P

resident, on A
pril 20, offered intelligence briefings 

to all "m
ajor candidates" because "those w

ho seek to dis-
cuss great public issues m

ust be inform
ed on those issues." 

S
om

e pre-convention R
epublican contenders accepted the 

offer and subsequently received briefings. 

G
oldw

ater, how
ever, turned dow

n the offer, w
hich he 

called "basically unw
ise" in a letter to S

ecretary of S
tate 

D
ean R

usk. 
T

h
e b

riefin
g
s, G

o
ld

w
ater ad

d
ed

, "m
ig

h
t b

e u
sed

 as 
energetically to silence debate as to serve debate. H

aving 
received inform

ation in one of these briefings, a candidate, 
w

hether he had the inform
ation from

 another source or not, 
m

ight then be officially or m
orally inhibited from

 using the 
inform

ation." 
G

oldw
ater also term

ed the offer "an offhand political 
gesture" and noted that "w

hen the tw
o parties have actually 

selected their candidates such action has been taken as a 
m

atter of course." If he w
ere to be nom

inated for P
resident, 

G
o

ld
w

ater ad
d

ed
, h

e w
o
u

ld
 ex

p
ect th

at th
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f 
briefings w

ould be discussed "as a separate m
atter." 

P
residents since 1944 have follow

ed the custom
 of m

ak-
ing intelligence and security inform

ation available to nom
i-

nees. T
he idea is to give an "out" party nom

inee equal treat-
m

en
t, sin

ce an
 in

cu
m

b
en

t p
resid

en
t h

as access to
 a v

ast  

array of secret inform
ation, and prevent the opponent from

 
treading by accident or otherw

ise on security subjects. 
T

he N
ew

 Y
ork H

erald T
ribune disclosed on July 18, in 

a story that appeared in T
he E

xam
iner the follow

ing day, 
that officials of the Johnson A

dm
inistration are convinced, 

rightly or w
rongly, that G

oldw
ater is already privately re-

ceiving inform
ation from

 m
ilitary and intelligence sources. 

T
hey think this is w

hy he turned dow
n the P

resident's A
pril 

20 offer. G
oldw

ater is an A
ir F

orce reserve m
ajor general 

and, in his letter to R
usk, he said "m

em
bers of th6 C

ongress 
and the S

enate are not w
ithout inform

ation." 
In a press conference A

pril 23, the P
resident w

as ques-
tio

n
ed

 ab
o
u
t th

e m
atter o

f in
tellig

en
ce b

riefin
g
. H

e w
as 

asked: "W
ill they be precluded from

 using it in the cam
-

paign?" H
e answ

ered: 
". . . T

op secret w
ill not be used by anyone. T

he P
resident 

w
ill be very careful to take no advantage of any other candi-

date in this m
atter. . ." 


