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3 KLANSMEN HELD
ONKIDNAP GHARGE

Mississippi Case Linked to
'66 Civil Rights Murder

Special to The New York Times

PASCAGOULA, Miss.,, Nov.

10 — Three Ku Klux Klans-
men who are under Federal
charges in the firebomb slay-
ing of a Negro civil rights lead-
er in 1966 were jailed here to-
day after being indicted by a
county grand jury for kidnap-
ping.
The three were held without
bond for the kidnapping March
4 of Jack Watkins, a Pasca-
goula chemical company work-
€r.

He had charged that he was
taken to a lonely road by
masked men, who said they
would kill him unless he made
a statement that would dam-
age the Government’s case in
the death of the civil rights
leader,

Twelve men have been in-
dicted in the case, which re-
sulted from the murder of Ver-
non Dahmer of Hattiesburg,
Miss., a Negro.

The three arrested for kid-
napping are Sam H. Bowers, 42
years old, Cecil Sessums, 3I,
and Deavours Nix, 44, all of
Laurel, Miss.

All three, who have been
identified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation as mem-
bers of the White Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, were indict-
ed by the Jackson County grand
jury here Thursday night.

Bowers has also been identi-
fied as an Imperial Wizard of
the Klan.

previous kidnap ingictment.

Pitts had been indicted in
April, along with Travis Buck-
ley of Laurel, a lawyer, for|.
kidnapping Mr. Watkins in an||
effort to force him to give a
statement that Buckley planned,| !
to'use in the Dahmer case. :

Buckley is representing 11 of}’
the men who were indicted for
|conspiracy after the slaying of
Mr. Dahmer, a voting rights
leader, who was a member of
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People,

Buckley had been released
or bond in April after his
indictment. He had previously
been charged in county court
in Jackson County with a series
of misdemeanors, including con-
spiracy to obstruct justice. In
a ftrial in county court in
March he was released after
a jury failed to agree on a

The three were arrested ear-
ly today in Jones County and
brought to the Jackson County
jail, where they were held to-
night without bond.

The indictment of the three
came after Billy Roy Pitts, 25,
« fotmer anhalsterv. anmpany
worker in Laurel, entered a
plea of guilty Thursday to a

verdict.

‘The F.B.I. has called the
White Knights of the Klan the
most militant of all Klan or-
ginizations.

Authorities here said Mr.
Watkins had nothing to do with
dne Klan or the Dahmer case
and had been chosen at ran-
dom by the Klansmen.
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