
U
n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al T

elep
h
o
to.  

S
am

 H
. B

o
w

ers Jr. 
U

n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al T

elep
h

o
to

 
M

rs. A
rnie C

olem
an 

M
is

c
 II—

K
K

K
 

M
isc
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 K

K
K

 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S

, T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
, O

C
T

O
B

E
R

 1
7

, 1
9

6
7

 	
C

 

D
efense C

alls 2 N
egroes as C

haracterW
itnesses for M

ississippi K
lan C

hi 
B

y W
A

L
E

R
 R

U
G

A
B

E
R

 
spw

iai to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 
M

E
R

ID
IA

N
, M

iss., O
ct. 16—

T
w

o N
egroes appeared in F

ed-
e
ra

l D
istric

t C
o
u
rt to

d
a
y
 a

s 
character w

itnesses for S
am

 H
. 

B
o
w

ers Jr. o
f L

au
rel, a m

an
 

repeatedly identified as Im
- 

p
e
ria

t W
iz

a
rd

 o
f th

e
 W

h
ite

 
K

n
ig

h
ts o

f th
e K

u
 L

lu
x
 K

lan
. 

tian
s h

ad
 p

lan
n
ed

 an
d
 carried

 
T

h
e
 tw

o
 w

e
re

 M
rs. A

rn
ie

 
C

o
lem

an
, w

h
o
 said

 sh
e h

ad
 

liv
ed

 in
 L

au
rel sin

ce 1
9

1
0

 an
d

 
w

orked for B
ow

ers at a theater 
he once ow

ned, and J. C
. P

ow
e, 

also of L
aurel, w

ho testified he 
h

ad
 k

n
o

w
n

 th
e rep

u
ted

 K
lan

 
ch

ieftain
 fo

r 1
8

 o
r 1

9
 y

ears. 
M

r. P
o

w
e's ties to

 B
o

w
ers 

w
ere n

o
t ex

p
lo

red
, b

u
t h

e said
 

h
e h

ad
 k

n
o

w
n

 th
e w

h
ite m

an
 

as a d
istrib

u
to

r o
f "th

o
se m

a-
ch

in
es y

o
u
 p

lay
 reco

rd
s in

." 
T

h
e N

eg
ro

 in
d
icated

 h
e k

n
ew

 
n
o
th

in
g
 o

f an
y
 K

lan
 activ

ities 
by B

ow
ers. 

T
h

e w
itn

esses w
ere q

u
es-

tio
n
ed

 b
y
 T

rav
is B

u
ck

ley
, a 

d
efen

se law
y
er in

th
e co

n
sp

i-
racy

 trial o
f 1

8
 m

en
 accu

sed
 

in
 th

e ly
n
ch

in
g
 o

f th
ree y

o
u
n
g
 

civ
il rig

h
ts w

o
rk

ers in
 M

issis-
sippi in 1964. M

r. B
uckley ad-

'dressed the N
egroes as "A

rnie" 
and ".T

. C
." 

G
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
itn

esses h
av

e 
testified

 earlier in
 th

e trial th
at 

B
o
w

ers h
ad

 ch
aracterized

 th
e 

m
u
rd

ers as "a jo
b
 to

 b
e p

ro
u
d
 

of" and as "the first tim
e_C

hris-
out the execution of a Jew

." 
T

he slain youths w
ere M

ichael 
H

. S
ch

w
ern

er 2
4
 y

ears o
ld

, o
f 

N
ew

 Y
ork, a w

hite field w
orker 

fo
r th

e
 C

o
n
g
re

ss o
f R

a
c
ia

l 
E

quality, A
ndrew

 G
oodm

an 20, 
o
f N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, a w
h
ite co

lleg
e 

stu
d
en

t, an
d
 Jam

es E
. C

h
an

ey
 

2
1

, o
f M

e
rid

ia
n

, a
 N

e
g

ro
 

plasterer. 
T

he G
overnm

ent has charged 
B

o
w

ers an
d
 1

7
 o

th
er m

en
 w

ith
 

p
lo

ttin
g
 to

 d
e
n
y
 th

e
 rig

h
ts 

w
o
rk

ers th
eir co

n
stitu

tio
n
al 

rig
h

ts. C
o

n
v

ic
tio

n
 c

a
rrie

s a
 

m
axim

um
 penalty of 10 years in 

prison and a $5,000 fine. 
T

he three youths disappeared 
on June 21, 1964. T

heir bodies 
w

ere found on A
ug. 4, buried in 

an earthen dam
. T

he state courts 
have taken no action in the case, 
and m

urder is- not a F
ederal of-

fense unless com
m

itted on G
ov-

ern
m

en
t p

ro
p

erty
. . 

M
rs. C

olem
an and M

r. P
ow

e 
w

ere am
o
n
g
 th

e m
o
re th

an
 4

0
 

ch
aracter w

itn
esses w

h
o
 ap

-
p
eared

 fo
r th

e d
efen

se to
d
ay

. 
A

lso
, in

 testim
o

n
y

, six
 o

f th
e 

d
efen

d
an

ts w
ere said

 to
 h

av
e 

been soniew
here else on the day 

the killings °centred.  

o
f N

esh
o

b
a C

o
u

n
ty

; an
d

 Jerry
 

M
. S

harpe, a pulpw
ood hauler. 

O
ne w

itness, F
innis M

cA
dory, 

sa
id

 h
e
 fo

u
n
d
 P

ric
e
 a

t th
e
 

p
o

lice statio
n

 in
 P

h
ilad

elp
h

ia, 
M

iss., w
h
e
n
 h

e
 c

a
m

e
 in

 a
t 

10:30 P
.M

. on June 21 to com
-

p
lain

 th
at h

is y
o
u
n
g
 n

iece w
as 

m
issin

g
 w

ith
 tw

o
 b

o
y
s. 

P
rice an

d
 tw

o
 u

n
id

en
tified

 
p

o
licem

en
 w

en
t o

u
t w

ith
 h

im
 

to
 fin

d
 th

e th
ree y

o
u
n
g
sters, 

M
r. M

cA
dory said, adding that 

th
e d

ep
u

ty
 rem

ain
ed

 w
ith

 h
im

 
u
n
til ab

o
u
t m

id
n
ig

h
t. T

h
e w

it-
n

e
ss sa

id
 h

e
 a

lso
 sa

w
 P

ric
e
 

at th
e p

o
lice statio

n
 b

etw
een

 
I an

d
 1

:3
0
 A

.M
. 

M
r. M

cA
d
o
ry

's w
ife, w

h
o
 

said
 sh

e acco
m

p
an

ied
 th

e m
en

 
d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 se

a
rc

h
, to

ld
 th

e
 

sam
e story. S

he w
as then cross-

ex
am

in
ed

 b
y
 Jo

h
n
 D

o
ar, th

e 
A

ssistant A
ttorney G

eneral for 
C

ivil R
ights. 

M
r. D

o
ar ask

ed
 M

rs. M
ca-

dory, the latest in a series of de-
fen

se w
itn

esses fro
m

 M
esh

o
b
a 

C
o
u
n
ty

, w
h
o
 h

ad
 first called

 
u

p
o

n
 h

e
r to

 re
m

e
m

b
e
r 

th
e ev

en
ts o

f Ju
n

e 2
1

. 

T
h
e w

itn
ess h

esitated
 

then replied: 
"
I'm

 te
stify

in
g
 fo

r 
co

u
n

ty
 th

ere." 
S

h
e su

b
seq

u
en

tly
 said

 
her husband had asked w

h 
sh

e recalled
 th

e d
ay

. A
lso

, 
said

, D
ep

u
ty

 P
rice "ask

ed
 

if I sa
w

 h
im

 . . . o
n

 th
e
 - 

o
f Ju

n
e." 

T
h

e
 G

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t c
e
n

t 
th

at D
ep

u
ty

 P
rice tirrested

. 
rights w

orkers in the af tern 
released them

 from
_jail at a 

1
0
:3

0
 P

.M
., recap

tu
red

 
a
fte

r a
 h

ig
h

w
a
y

 c
h

a
se

, 
jo

in
ed

 th
e m

o
b

 th
at sh

o
t 

M
rs. A

. L
. P

o
se

y
, P

o
s 

m
o
th

er, testified
 th

at sh
e 

b
een

 w
ith

 th
e d

efen
d

an
t at 

hom
e on June 21 and rem

a 
w

ith him
 until 11 P

.M
. 

B
. D

. B
u
rn

sid
e, an

 alib
i 

n
ess fo

r A
k
in

, 
said 

h
e
 to

 
w

ith
 th

e d
efen

d
an

t ab
o
u
t a 

at h
is trailer d

ealersh
ip

 o
n

. 
ev

en
in

g
 o

f Ju
n
e 2

1
. M

r. B
 

side said he later had som
e 

ficu
lty

 recallin
g
 th

e d
ate 

spent w
ith M

r. A
kin. 

A
libi w

itnesses took the stand 
fo

r B
ern

ard
 L

. A
k

in
, a h

o
u

se 
trailer d

ealer; F
ran

k
 J. H

em
-

don, a drive-in restaurant oper- ator; form
er S

heriff E
. G

. (H
op) 

B
arnett; B

illy W
. P

osey, a serv-
ice statio

n
 o

p
erato

r; C
ecil R

. 
P

rice, C
hief D

eputy S
heriff 


