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_Um?:mm._Om:m 2 Negroes as Character Witnesses for Mississippi mﬂm:_ Q: ._

By WALER RUGABER
m Special to The New York Times
| MERIDIAN, Miss,, Oct. 16—
{Two Negroes appeared in Fed-
erai District Court today as
|character witnesses for Sam H.
Bowers Jr. of Laurel, a man
irepeatedly identified as Im-
.perlar Wizard of the White

Knights of the Ku Llux Klan.
tians had planned and carried
i The two. were Mrs. Amie
|Coleman, who said she had
lived in Laurel since 1910 and
.worked for Bowers at a theater
‘he once owned, and J. C. Powe,
‘also of Laurel, who testified he
had known the reputed Klan
chieftain for 18 or 19 years.

- Mr. Powe’s ties to Bowers
were not explored, but he said
{he had known the white man|
‘as a distributor of “those ma-
ichines you play records in.”
|The Negro indicated he knew
nothing of any Klan activities
by Bowers.

The witnesses were ques-
tioned by Travis Buckley, a
defense lawyer inthe conspi-
racy trial of 18 men accused
in the lynching of three young
‘civil rights workers in Missis-
sippi in 1964. Mr. Buckley ad-
Idressed the Negroes as “Amie”
and “J. C.” -

Government witnesses have
testified earlier in the trial that
|Bowers had characterized the
_E:Enqm as “a job to be proud
. {of” and as “the first time Chris-
-jout the execution of a Jew.”

The slain youths were Michael
H. Schwerner 24 years old, of

New York, a white field worker
for the Congress of Racial
Equality, Andrew Goodman 20,
nf New York, a ‘white college
student, and James E. Chaney
21, of Meridian, a Negro
plasterer. 7

The Government has charged
Bowers and 17 other men with
plotting to deny the rights
workers  their constitutional
rights. Conviction carries a
maximum penalty of 10 years in
prison and a $5,000 fine.

The thrée youths disappeared
on June 21, 1964. Their bodies

|were found on Aug. 4, buried in

an earthen dam. The state courts
have taken no action in the case,
and murder is-not a Federal of-
fense unless committed on Gov-
ernment property. .

Mrs. Coleman and Mr. Powe
were among the more -than 40
character witnesses who ap-
peared for the defense today.
Also, in testimony, six of the
defendants were said to have
been somewhere else on the day

the killings occutrred. %
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trailer dealer;
don, a drive-

Alibl witnesses took the stand |ator;
for Bernard L. Akin, a house|Barnett; Billy W
Frank J. Hern-
in restaurant oper-

]

former Sheriff E. G. (Hop)

ice station operator
Chief Deputy Sheriff

of Neshoba County; and Jerry
M. Sharpe, a pulpwood hauler.

One witness, Finnis McAdory,
said he found Price at the
police station in Philadelphia,
Miss., when he came in at
10:30 P.M. on June 21 to com-
plain that his young niece was
missing with two boys.

Price and two unidentified
policemen went out with him
to find the three youngsters,

: |Mr. McAdory said, adding that

the deputy remained with him
until about midnight. The wit-
ness said he also saw Price

‘lat the police station between

1 and 1:30 A.M.

Mr. McAdory’s wife, who
said she accompanied the men
during the search, told the
same story. She was then cross-
examined by John Doar, the
Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights. .

Mr. Doar asked Mrs. Mca-
dory, the latest in a series of de-
fense witnesses from Meshoba
County, who had first called
upon her {o  remember

joined the mob that shot

mother, testified that she

with the defendant about a

ficulty recalling the date

.?mq.__::mmmumm:m»ma._
then replied: S |
“I'm  testifying for.
county there.”
She mcvmg:mur% said
her husband had asked whe
she recalled the day. Also

The Government contel
that Deputy Price arrested’
rights workers in the afternd
released them from jail at ah
10:30 ‘P.M., recaptured

after a highway chase,

Mrs. A. L. Posey, Post

been with the defendant at'h
home on June 21 and remais
with him until 11 P.M.

B. D. Burnside, an alibi
ness for Akin, said he tall

at his trailer dealership on?
evening of June 21. Mr. Buf
side said he later had some

the events of June 21.

spent with Mr, Akin.




