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Arsenal Uncovered
By Raids in Bronx;
| 4 Suspects Seized

N TELM ES
IE AU, FLT
By MURRAY SCHUMACH

-An arsenal that included an
\antitank gun, a submachine
‘gun, rifles, shotguns, hand
‘grenades, dynamite and 250,000
rounds of ammunition was un-
covered here yesterday during

all-night raids. Four persons
were arrested, at least two of

them said to be members of|

the rightist John Birch Society.

The raids were made by about
20 policemen, including a de-
tail “from the Bronx -District
Attorney’s office, They fol-
lowed more than two months
of investigation that included
the planting of undercover
‘men, ' _

The suspects were said to
have tried to kill Herbert Ap-
theker, director of the Amer-
ican Institute of Marxist
Studies, who is also a member
of the national committee of
the Communist party.

‘Frightful,” Dollinger Says

erty group in the Bronx—made
up mainly of Negroes and
iPuerto Ricans—that is aided
by Fordham University stu-
dents.

|paper, The Worker.

linger,
with a variety of guns and
cartons of ammunition,
that he would emphasize ‘“this

for stricter gun controls.
His chief assistant, Burton

night while men with search
warrants - tracked down the

men and weapons. Mr. Roberts|/

said: “It is time we stopped
worrying about sportsmen and
started worrying about the
!great majority of the public.

Continued on'Page 41, Column 3!

They were also said to have||
/planned to bomb an antipov-|

| The Dis,;r{ét Attorney’s of-
{fice said that whenﬂeﬁvx ar-|

|rested fnen bought guns Yhey
|gave fthe names of men don-
Inected with leftist groups and

|the fddress of the Communist||

Disfrict Attorney Isidore Dol-|;
in—his—office cluttered|,

said|,
frightful thing” when he went|

before a joint city-state hear-|
ing today in City Hall to pleadl|

B. Roberts, had been up all

Mise 1II

Let the sportsmen hunt with
cameras.”

The wvanloads of guns and
ammunition were carried into
the Bronx County Courthouse
by detectives early yesterday
morning.

Last October policemen car-
'ried out raids from Queens to
iSyracuse and arrested 19 al-
leged members of the Minute-
men who were said to be
planning, to bomb left-wing
centers. Tons of weapons, in-
cluding mortars, bazookas, ma-

roting nooses were seized at
that time.

Bail Set at $25,000 '

|

| Three of the men arrested
vesterday were accused of at-
tempted murder. All four were
accused of conspiracy to com-
mit murder and the illegal pos-
session of guns. Arraigned in
{Bronx Criminal Court, they

chine guns, crossbows and gar-|

- Birch Soc.

Police experts also determined
that the bomb was to have
gone off during that speech but
that the bomb had been made
ineptly.

_From then until last Tuesday
night, about 40 men were in-
volved in the investigation.

The first overt move by the
police was made about 10 P.M.

on Tuesday, when they picked
up Colitto shortly after he had
closed his sporting-goods store
at 504 East Tremont Avenue.
The store is said to have been'
in his family for 50 years.

From then until 7 AM. yes-
iterday the raiders hit at least
‘a dozen places, but conducted
searches only where their war-
rants permitted. Co

According to one person in,
authority during the raids,
some of the four men seized
“seemed to think they had not
done very much wrong, maybe
just committed some misdemea-
nors — they talked of being
real patriots.”

\were held in $25,000 bail each at
|the 'Bronx House of Detention
ifor a hearing on Sept. 15, |

Those arrested were George!
Colitto, 52 years old, of 1841
Williamsbridge Road, owner of
a sporting-goods store; Peter
Psyras, 37, of 780 Pelham
Parkway South, owner of .two
sandwich shops; Martin Kimu-
lik, 26, of 2847 Webb Avenue,
a postal employe, and Warren
|Hoy, 40, of 2822 Decatur Ave-
nue, a Parks Department labor-
er. All live in the Bronx. Hoy
lwas not charged with attempted
lmurder.

Among the items seized dur-
ing the raids was the Blue
Book of the John Birch Socie-
Ity and stickers urging the im-
peachment of the Chief Justice
of the United States, Earl War-
ren.

The police, under Inspector
John Thompson, acting com-
|mander of Bronx detectives,
jsaid they encountered no re-
‘isistance 'in making the arrests

Jor in talking to persons who

i

i

lgave them information. They
said it had not been necess

to rip up floor boards or bre:
into walls to find the weapons.

June Explosion Recalled

According to Mr. Roberts,
the investigation began June 15,
when a homemade tpipe bomb
\'exploded on the roof of a two-
i story building at 683 Allerton
' Avenue, the Bronx.,

. A hole was broken in the sky-
. light and there was some other
| damage, but no one was hurt.

As the District Attorney’s of-
: fice and the police dug into
! that explosion they learned that
, two days earlier Mr. Aptheker
Iwas to have addressed members
'l of the Allerton Community and
Social Center. It meets on the
upper floor of the building, just

1l
1

i
i
|
.’
[
[
|

i

District Attorney Dollinger
remarked later: ““I don’t want
to characterize this group ideo-
logically as right or left. They
are lunatics, misguided individ-
uals who think they are saving
America.” ™~

Later, a reliable source at the
District Attorney’s office said
at least two of those arrested
'said they belonged to the John
Birch Society.

The antipoverty group the
suspects were said to have
planned to bomb is called Bet-
ter Organization for the Mid-
Bronx (B.O.M.B.). It has a store-
front office at 2255 Webster
Avenue and has been given a
summer-program grant of about
$10,000 by the city’s Human
‘Resources Administration.

Formed by local residents and
a group of Fordham students,
it sponsors recreation programs
for children and teen-agers, ev-
ening classes, and block cleanup
projects. It has also tried to
ease friction between Negro|
and Italian residents in the
area,

An inventory of the weapons|
seized in the raids yesterday
was prepared by the police and
'District Attorney’s office. It in-
cluded, besides the hand-held
lantitank gun and the subma-
ichine gun, 18 sticks of dyna-
imite, two 50-pound cans of ex-
plosive powder, a plastic bomb,
Ithree grenades, 45 rifles, 7 shot-
guns, 14 handguns and 103
blasting caps. i

Also turned up in the raids
were index cards with names
and addresses. The authorities
refused to speculate on whether
they represented members of
an organization. This aspect,
they said, is under investiga-

101.

District Attorney Dollinger’
said his office and the police
had passed relevant informa-

: |under where the bomb went off.

tion “to all authorities that we
think would be interested.”

Mr. Dollinger’s office said the
source of funds to buy the
weapons was not clear.
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