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"There isanorganization called
«U,S. Citizens For A Free Cuba,”
with offices in Miami and Wash-
ington, D,C, If you write tothem,
they will send you their news-
letter, a long, tedious diatribe
calling for “direct intervention”
to get ridofthe presentregimein
Cuba, While “direct intervention”
is advocated only in the event of
an internal crisis, it goes on to

advocate economic sanctions de- .

signed to create that crisis, and
proposes that this country, mean-
while, should %...train, aid, and
support freedom fighters in
exile,”

While the newsletter appearsto
be mothing more than another
typical piece of right-winglitera-
ture from some fanatical splinter
group, a list of its.officers and

_ members, printedat the bottom of
‘the last page, draws a very
different picture,

The membership includes such
solid citizens as Clare Booth

. Luce, Victor Riesel, Dr, Edward
Teller, John Dos Passos, Nicho-
las Duke Biddle, and Ambassador
Spruille Braden, to name just a
few.

What is even more interesting
is the fact that recently, theU,S,
State Department placed Cuba
number three on apriority list of
trouble spots, topped only by
Korea and Vietnam,

Our intrepidresearcher, David
Zitch, who sent for the news-
letter, also cameupwitharecent
speech by Undersecretary of
State Ball, in which he stated,
“The most obvicusanddirect way
to eliminate the Castro regimein
Cuba would be by direct military
action designed to replace the
present government by a non-
Communist government friendly
to the West,” Ball then piously
disavows any advocacy of such
crass behavior but calls instead
for a severe program of “econo-
mic denial” designed to force Cu-
ba into economic erisis and ren-
der her vulnerable and defense-
less,

Meanwhile, US policy on re-
conaissance flights over Cuba has
not changed; the overflights still
continue, How-we would like it if
the Cubans flew over the United
States for reconaissance pur-
poses is a question seldom dis-
cussed in this country,

It would seem that the power
structure is strongly committed
to some kind of intervention with
the purpose of putting Cuba back
under the control of the US busi-
uess comimunity, It would also
appear likely thatthe intervention
will not come in the form of a
direct assault by US armed
forces, but rather an invasionby
Cuban and other Latin-American
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forces finances, trained, equip-
ped and trained by the CIA in

Guatemala, attempted a beach-
head on Cuban soil, Largely on the
basis of CIA “news” releases,
headlines all over the country told
of mass uprisings and revolt
against Castro by the Cuban peo-
ple, Meanwhile, the invading
force was being svstematically
wiped out by Casiro’s forces,
and nowhere in the entire island
did a single Cuban raise a rifle
on behalf of the “liberators.,”

On the very morning that the
invasion force was landing atthe
Bay of Pigs; Secretary of State
Dean Rusk told a group of news-
men: “The American people are
entitled to know whether we are
intervening in Cuba or intend to
... The answer to that question is
no,” :

i

The New York Times, inaned-
itorial on May 10, commented:

4The Cuban tragedy has raised
a domestic issue that is likely to
come up again and again until it
is solved... Is a democratic go-
vernment in an open Society
such as ours ever justified in
deceiving its own people? A de-
mocracy— our democracy— can-

‘not be lied to,.. The basic prin-

ciple involved is one of confi-
dence,”

Then, there is our illustrious
President-elect, Richard Nixon:
If his role and public pronounce-
ments with reference to Cuba is
examined even superficially,
there is good reason to look
forward to a long-awaited return
engagement of the Bay of Pigs
disaster, with a cast of thou-
sands,

- Nixon was one of the earliest
architects™ of the Bay of Pigs,
when plans were first beinglaid,

in the administration of Presi-
dent Eisenhower. In an article
which appeared in Readers’ Di-
gest, Nixon wrote: “I was one of
only three members of the pre-
sident’s cabinet who had been
briefed on it and,,, I had been

-the strongest and most persis-

tent advocate for setting up and
supporting such a program...”
«...J had known and worked with
Allen Dulles since 1947.”

«I would find a proper legal
cover and I would go in,” Nixon
said, He suggested three possi-
ble “legal” justifications for tak-
ing such action: (1)%A new defini-
tion of aggression based on the
premise that Soviet-Bloc equip-
ment was used by the Castro
forces, and that we had an obli-
gation to see that the Freedom
Fighters were at least equally
equipped,” (2) “Send American
forces in under our treaty right
because of the potential threat

to Guantanamo,” and (3) “Send
American forces in to protect
the lives and rights of several
thousand American citizens still
living in Cuba,,.,” He then stated
that he felt «,,,we must do what-
ever is necessary to rid Cuba
of Communism and Castro,”

Nixon further stated in the
same article “There are two
major lessons tobe learned from
the Bay of Pigs: First, when a
decision has been made to com-
mit American prestige, we must
be prepared to commit an ade-
quate amount of American po-
wer,”

He also stated that Kennedy’s
policy of prohibiting wildeat raids
on Cuba and committing the US
to a no-invasion policy was the
result of “incredibly badadvice.”

It was this same policy, ac-
cording to Jim Garrison, that
prompted “elements of the CIA
and- Cuban “Fascists” to blow
Kennedy's brains out inDallas on
Nov, 22, 1963,

So much for Cuba and the
American power structure,—ex-
cept for one thing which I think
goes to the heartofthe matter, In

above, Undersecretary of State
Ball outlined the four objectives
of the US program of “economic
denial” which, it was hoped, the
program would accomplish:

(1) “To reduce the will of the
Cubans to export violence and
subversion to other states;

(2) To make plain to the people
of Cuba that the present regime
cannot serve their interests...

(8) To demonstrate to the peo-
ples of the American republics
that Communistm has nofuture in
the Western Hemisphere, and,
" (4) To increase the cost to
the Soviet Union of maintaining
a Communist outpost in the West-
ern Hemisphere,”

The point is this: It is a
truism that you cannot destroy
an idea with guns—and you cer-
tainly cannot destroy anidea with
a “program of economic denial,”
The only way you can do that is
to offer a better idea. Unfortuna-
tely, the US power structure, it
seems, des not have a better
idea, and the same kind of men-
tal bankruptcy that gave us Viet
Nam, Santo Domingo, and Chi-
cago, will very likely give us
another Bay of Pigs.
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