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W
ooldridge  to Invoke F

ilth A
m

endm
ent; D

en
ies  G

uilt 
W

A
S

H
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G
T

O
N
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P
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—
S

g
t. M

aj. W
illiam

 0
. W

o
o

l-
d
rid

g
e, o

n
ce th

e A
rm

y
's to

p
 

e
n
liste

d
 m

a
n
, sa

id
 to

d
a
y
 h

e
 

w
ould invoke the F

ifth A
m

end-
m

en
t at S

en
ate h

earin
g
s, b

u
t 

d
id

 n
o
t co

n
sid

er h
im

self g
u
ilty

 
of anything, 

S
p

eak
in

g
 in

 th
e co

m
p

an
y

 o
f 

h
is law

y
er in

 a S
en

ate co
rri-

d
o
r, S

e
rg

e
a
n
t M

a
jo

r W
o
o
l-

d
rig

g
e to

ld
 rep

o
rters h

e h
ad

 
b

een
 sick

en
ed

 b
y

 th
e accu

sa-
tio

n
s lev

eled
 ag

ain
st h

im
. H

e 
sa

id
 h

is n
a
m

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 u

n
-

fairly
 b

lack
en

ed
 an

d
 h

is 2
8

-
y
ear A

rm
y
' career ru

in
ed

 b
y
 

alleg
atio

n
s th

at h
e w

as a k
ey

 
fig

u
re am

o
n
g
 a g

ro
u
p
 o

f sen
io

r 
sergeants w

ho profiteered from
 

th
e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s o

f m
ilita

ry
 

clubs. 
T

he law
yer, D

avid L
. T

hom
as 

o
f H

u
n
tsv

ille, A
la., said

 th
at 

o
n

 h
is ad

v
ice S

erg
ean

t M
ajo

r 
W

o
o

ld
rid

g
e w

o
u

ld
 in

v
o

k
e th

e 
constitutional 	

protection 
against self-incrim

ination w
hen 

h
e is called

 to
 testify

 T
h
u
rs-

d
ay

. M
r. T

h
o
m

as said
 th

e S
en

-
ate p

an
el in

v
estig

atin
g

 an
 al-

leg
ed

 co
n

sp
iracy

 b
y

 S
erg

ean
t 

M
ajor W

ooldridge and a clique 
o
f serg

ean
ts h

ad
 alread

y
 p

re-
judged his client. 

"I'm
 c

o
n

v
in

c
e
d

 a
 m

ilita
ry

 
court-m

artial w
ould give him

 a 
fair trial," T

h
o
m

as said
. "B

u
t 

w
ith

 all th
is p

o
litical p

ressu
re 

it m
ay be difficult." 

W
illiam

 0
. W

o
o

ld
rid

g
e 

S
erg

ean
t M

ajo
r W

o
o

ld
rid

g
e 

ex
p
ressed

 am
azem

en
t at th

e 
w

id
e ran

g
e o

f alleg
atio

n
s b

y
 

m
ilita

ry
 in

v
e
stig

a
to

rs a
n

d
 

o
th

ers. T
h
ese in

clu
d
e alleg

a-
tio

n
s o

f p
ro

te
c
tio

n
 b

y
 in

flu
-

en
tial g

en
erals, in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e 

A
rm

y
 ch

ief o
f staff; th

e co
n
-

cealin
g
 o

f v
ital reco

rd
s an

d
 th

e 
co

n
tro

l o
f assig

n
m

en
ts o

f m
ili- tary personnel to strategic club 

positions on three continents. 
H

ow
, he asked,' could a m

an 
w

ith
 o

n
ly

 a ten
th

,g
rad

e ed
u

ca-
tio

n
 d

o
 all o

f th
o
se th

in
g
s? 

T
h
e serg

ean
t m

ajo
r d

en
ied

 
h
e h

ad
 en

rich
ed

 i.h
im

self an
d
 

sa
id

 h
is w

ife
 h

a
d
 d

iffic
u
lty

 
p
ay

in
g
 b

ills at th
e en

d
 o

f th
e 

m
onth. 
H

e
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

a
s w

o
rrie

d
 

ab
o

u
t w

h
at effect th

e n
o

to
ri-

ety
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e o

n
 h

im
self, h

is 
w

ife an
d
 h

is fo
u
r ch

ild
ren

—
tw

o
 in

 c
o

lle
g
e
, a

n
d

 tw
o

 a
t 

h
o
m

e in
 Ju

n
ctio

n
 C

ity
, K

an
. 

"I co
u
ld

 n
ev

er serv
e effec-

tiv
ely

 in
 an

o
th

er co
m

m
an

d
 b

e-
cau

se th
is th

in
g
 w

o
u
ld

 alw
ay

s 
fo

llo
w

 m
e," h

e said
. H

e d
id

 
n

o
t in

d
icate if h

e w
as co

n
sid

-
ering resigning. 

T
h

ese w
ere h

is resp
o

n
ses to

 
som

e of the allegations against 
him

: 
A

llegation: H
e is a part ow

n-
er o

f th
e M

ered
em

 C
o
rp

o
ra-

tio
n
, w

h
ich

 alleg
ed

ly
 so

ld
 m

il-
lio

n
s o

f d
o

llars o
f su

p
p

lies to
 

clu
b
s co

n
tro

lled
 b

y
 m

em
b
ers 

o
f th

e cliq
u
e o

f serg
ean

ts. 
A

nsw
er: H

e bought M
eredem

 
sto

ck
 last y

ear after clearin
g
 

it w
ith the Judge A

dvocate G
en-

e
ra

l w
h
o
 a

ssu
re

d
 h

im
 th

e
re

 
w

as no conflict of interest, and 
so

 far h
e h

as receiv
ed

 $
3
,5

0
0
 

in dividends. 
A

llegation: 1113 attended so-
called sum

m
it m

eetings of ser-•  g
ean

ts at F
o
rt B

en
n
in

g
, G

a., 
a
n

d
 L

a
k

e
 G

e
o

rg
e
, N

. Y
., to

 
set u

p
 a sch

em
e to

 in
v
est il-

lic
it p

ro
c
e
e
d

s fro
m

 se
rv

ic
3

 
clubs. 

A
n
sw

e
r: H

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 to

 
F

o
rt B

en
n
in

g
 o

n
ly

 tw
ice, b

o
th

 
tim

es in
 h

is o
fficial cap

acity
 

of sergeant m
ajor of the A

rm
y. 

H
e said

 h
e h

as n
ev

er b
een

 to
 

L
ake G

eorge. 
A

lle
g
a
tio

n
: H

e
 a

n
d
 o

th
e
r 

serg
ean

ts co
n
tro

lled
 th

e clu
b
 

sy
ste

m
 a

t th
e
 2

4
th

 In
fa

n
try

 
D

iv
isio

n
 in

 G
erm

an
y

 d
u

rin
g

 a 
p
erio

d
 w

h
en

 $
3
5
0
,0

0
0
 an

n
u
al-

ly
 w

as sk
im

m
ed

 fro
m

 slo
t-m

a-
chine receipts. 

A
nsw

er: H
is only connection 

w
ith the non-com

m
issioned of • 

fic
e
rs c

lu
b
 w

a
s th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

seen
 co

p
ies o

f th
e m

in
u

tes o
f 

a m
o
n
th

ly
 b

o
ard

 m
eetin

g
 in

 
h
is cap

acity
 as d

iv
isio

n
 ser-

g
ean

t m
ajo

r. H
e said

 h
e h

ad
 

v
isited

 o
n

e o
f th

e clu
b

s ab
o

u
t 

tw
ic

e
 a

 w
e
e
k
 b

u
t h

a
d
 n

e
v
e
r 

b
een

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 an
y

 th
efts. 

A
lleg

atio
n

: H
e arran

g
ed

 th
e 

assig
n
m

en
t o

f m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

cliq
u
e fro

m
 A

u
g
sb

u
rg

, G
er-

m
an

y
 to

 F
o

rt B
en

n
in

g
 an

d
 to

 
V

ietnam
. 

A
n

sw
er: "T

o
 fix

 an
 assig

n
-

m
en

t is p
h

y
sically

 im
p

o
ssib

le 
fo

r an
y
o
n
e, ev

en
 th

e ch
ief o

f 
staff." 

S
erg

ean
t M

ajo
r W

o
o

ld
rid

g
e 

co
n
ced

ed
 th

at as a 2
0
-y

ear-o
ld

 
p

riv
ate in

 1
9

4
3

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

co
u

rt-m
artialed

 an
d

 sen
ten

ced
  to five m

onths at hard labor for 
stealing $8 from

 telephone coin 
boxes in L

ondon. 
H

e said
 h

e an
d
 an

o
th

er so
l-

dier had been drinking and had 
broken into a coin box so the.v 
could buy m

ore beer. 
In

v
e
stig

a
to

rs h
a
v
e
 te

sti-
fied that S

ergeant M
ajor W

oold-
ridge w

as absent w
ithout leave 

from
 his unit on m

ore than one 
occasion. 

H
e said

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 A

W
O

L
 

once, w
hen he w

as eight hours 
late g

ettin
g
 b

ack
 to

 a h
o
sp

ital 
in

 E
n
g
lan

d
 w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 b
een

 
recovering from

 a w
ar w

ound. 

`S
hocked' O

ver C
harges 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, O

ct. 7 (U
P

I) 
—

S
erg

ean
t M

ajo
r W

o
o
ld

rid
g
e 

sa
id

 h
e
 w

a
s "sh

o
c
k
e
d
, sic

k
, 

stu
n
n
e
d
" o

v
e
r th

e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s. 

"I've been in the A
rm

y 28 years.. 
N

ever, in m
y w

ildest nightm
are, 

did I believe this could happen 
to m

e," he said. 
"If h

a
lf o

f w
h

a
t th

e
y

 te
ll 

a
b
o
u
t m

e
 Is tru

e
," h

e
 sa

id
, 

"I've been able to control every 
G

eneral in the arm
y, including 

th
e C

h
ief o

f S
taff. I'v

e b
een

 
pow

erful enough to conceal and 
d
estro

y
 reco

rd
s at F

o
rt H

o
le-

b
ird

, M
d

., d
ep

o
sito

ry
 fo

r th
e 

C
.I.D

. [C
rim

in
al In

v
estig

atin
g
 

D
iv

isio
n
] an

d
 d

irect th
e m

ili-
tary

 assig
n
m

en
t o

f p
erso

n
n
el 

all over the w
orld." 

"A
n

d
 I o

n
ly

 g
o

t to
 th

e 1
0

th
 

grade in school," he said. 


