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Mrs. Thoresen Is Quoted wit- 
'He Tried to Kill Me' 

Fresno 

The wife of William Thoresen III, the eccentric gun-collecting millionaire, ran to a neighbor's house the morning of June 10 and screamed, "I just shot Wil-liam,' the neighbor testi-fied yesterday. 
And the neighbor, attorney William J. McDermott, re-

called that Louise Thoresen said, "He tried to kill me last night. He choked me. He tried to force me to swallow a bottle of Seconal (sleeping) pills." 
McDermott, who testified at a Municipal Court prelimi-nary hearing to determine if Mrs. Thoresen should stand trial in Superior Court for murder, said she told him she "couldn't stand it any longer." 

VISIT 
The attorney said he visit-ed the couple the night be-fore the shooting and that the wife appeared "subdued"  

and the husband "tense and on edge." 
McDermot said Mrs. Tho-resen whispered that she wanted to talk to him the next day. He said she told 

him: 
"The last two days have been livicg hell." 
McDermott said he noticed that Mrs. Thor esen 's left arm wau swollen and her knee bruised and he said he believed that Thoresen had beaten his wife several times before he was shot to death with one of his own guns. 

BODY,  
Another witness, a patholo-gist who examined Thore-sen's body, said the million-aire's knuckles were bruised — possibly from hitting someone — and that there were fresh needle marks on an arm and a leg. 

Dr. John R. Millersaid five bullets were fired into Thore-sen's back and that the abra-sions on his knuckles and his hand could have come "from  

a blow being struck." 
Following her arrest here, Mrs. Thorensen was found to be suffering from a punc-tured eardrum and bruises about her chest. 

BRUISES 
She has pleaded. not guilty to murder charges and re-mains in jail on murder and drug charges stemming out of the discovery after the killing of some 50 pounds of marijuana at the family home. 

Dr. Miller said his exami-
nation of the millionaire's body showed needle marks on his right arm and one -puncture on the ankle. The marks were no more than 24 hours old, the coroner's path-ologist testified. 
Thoresen, son of a promi-nent Chicago steel manufac-turer, first came into prom-inence' in San Francisco in 1968, when Federal agents raided his Pacific Heights mansion and discovered tons of munitions. 
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