
No, explanation has ever 
been given as to why the 
Thorensens were collecting 
such unusual items. 

. CHARGES 
The Thoresens are accused 

of violating federal gun law 
provisions that bar persons 
under indictment, or with a 
felony conviction,  from 
shipping guns or ammuni-
tion. 

Mrs. Thorensen, during the 
times charged here, was un-
der indictment in New York 
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FRESNO — The united 
front of the gun-collecting 
William E. Thoresens may 
be cracking, it was indicated 
today as attorneys fo rboth 
unsuccessfully sought sep-
arate trials. 

Urban Lester, representing 
Mrs, Thoresen, said her de-
fense may include a claim of 
"coercion" by her husband. 

John J. Flynn, represent-
ing Thoresen, promptly de-
clared that, in that case, 
-there's just no way that 
William Thoresen can get a 
fair trial if he goes to trial 
jointly with her." 

Federal Judge William N. 
Goodwin commented that the 
last time he saw the San 
Francisco couple — in San 
Francisco court — they 
seemed' "very friendly.".  

UNSMILING 
But observers noted that in 

court here this morning, the 
two sat unsmiling at the 
counsel table. They arrived 
separately, with their respec-
tive attorneys, a half block 
apart. 

Judge Goodwin, making it 
'plain he wants an end to the 
thus-far time-consuming le-
gal maneuvering in the case, 
ruled the pair must be tried 1 
together. 
. In the same spirit, he ear-
lier rejected a new defense 
argument that ehe Robert F. 
Kennedy assassination 
makes it impossible for them 
to have a fair trial. 
• Defense Attorney Flynn pre-
sented press clippings about 

.the, many post-assassination 
pleas for stronger gun laws. 
He declared that, in the na-
tion's present emotional cli-
mate, "It makes it almost 
impossible to select a jury 
that is not prejudiced." 

However, the judge said 
the trial will proce e d on 
schedule. He told Flynn: 

"I don't think people's atti-
tudes about gun control, laws 
or the law in general is perti- , 
nent. Jurors are told the law 
is the court's concern; 'all 
they are concerned with are 
questions of fact. 

"If your contention is cor-
rect, Mr. Flynn, a morato-
rium on trials would have to 
be declared nationally, be-
cause murders with guns oc-
cur almost every day. 

"It is not feasible or possi-
ble, nor even good sense to 
continue this case. I think we 
can get a fair jury; I have 
lots of faith in their good 
sense." 

JURORS CALLED 
The judge ordered prospec-

tive jurors to appear tomor-
row. 

Thoresen, 30, and his wife, 
Louise, 31, are charged in 10 
counts with illegally shipping 
firearms and ammunition in-
terstate, or abetting in the 
shipments. 

Some 70 tons of weapons 
and ammunition were seized 
following a raid April 21,1967, 
on the millionaire couple's 
2801 Broadway mansion. 

Although it is not known 
just how much of the arsenal 
was transferred to an ar-
mory here from Marin 
County's Ft. Cronkite. where 
it has been stored, the Army 
has brought "enough," ac-
cording to reports. 

Just bringing into court the 
firearm s and ammunition 
that are charged in the 10-
count indictment will make a 
formidable spectacle for the 
jury. 

It includes four rifles, seven 
pistols, one sub-machine gun, 
a 37 mm. cannon, two 20 
mm. anti-tank rifles and 
26.650 rounds of ammunition. 

City for illegal possession of i 
"a quantity of bombs and 
bomb shells." The case is 
pending. 

In Bar Harbor. Maine, 
Thoresen was convicted in 
1959 of stealing travel post-
ers from a railroad station. • 

Possible penalty on each 
count is five years imprison-
ment and a $10,000 fine. 

U. S. Attorney Cecil F. 
Poole and Jerrold Ladar, 
chief of Poole's criminal divi-
sion, will prosecute the case. 

8  ATTORNEY 
Thoresen's counsel, Flynn. 

is the Phoenix attorney, who 
won the famed Miranda case 
in the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Mrs. Thoresen is repre-
sented by Peyton Ford and 
Urban A. Lester, both of 
Washington, D.C. 

Ford was deputy U. S. at-
torney general for a time 
during President Truman's 
administration. 

Judge Goodwin of Tacoma, 
is presiding, having been as-
signed the case because San 
Francisco judges were too 
busy with heavy calendars. 


