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It is nearly a year since he has been gone. 
On so many days—his birthday, an anniversary, watehhig 

his children running to the sea—I. have thought, "But this day 
last year was his last to see that." He was so full•of love and life 
on all those days. He seems so vulnerable now, when you thinl: 
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President Kennedy's Widow Says: 

'He Is Free, We Must Live' 

Mrs. John F. Kennedy, de-
scribing her feelings since the 
assassination of her husband a 
year ago, has written: 

"I should have known that 
it was asking too much to 
dream that I might have grown 
old with him." 

Mrs. Kennedy, who now lives 
in New York, was asked by 
Look magazine to write a brief 
memoir for its "JFK Memorial 
Issue." The issue, dated Nov. 
17, is now on newsstands here. 
What follows is the NU text 
of her nostalgic reflection. 

'Nearly a Year' 
"It is nearly a year since he 

has been gone. 
"On so many days—his birth-

day, an anniversary, watching 
his children running to the sea 
—I have thought, 'But this day 
last year was his last to see 
that.' He was so full of love 
and life on all those days. He 
Seems so vulnerable now, when 
you think that each one was a 
last time. 

"Soon the final day will come, 
around again—as inexorably as 
it did last year. But expected; 
this time. 

"It will find some of us dif-
ferent people than we were a 
year ago. Learning to accept• 
what was unthinkable when he 
was alive, changes you. 

"I don't think there is a:ayi  
consolation. What was lost can-
not be replaced. 

"Someone who loved Presi-
dent Kennedy, but who had 
never known him, wrote to me 
this winter: 'The hero comes 
when he is needed. When our 
belief gets pale and weak, there 
comes a man out of that need 
who is shining—and everyone 
living reflects a little of that 
lightand stores some up 
against the time when he is 
gone.' 

Now I think that I should 
have known that he was magic 
all along. I did know it—but I 
should have guessed it could not  

last. I should have known that 
it was asking too much to 
dream that I might have grown 
old with him and see our chil-
dren grow up together. 

"So now he is a. legend when 
he would have preferred to be 
a man. I must believe that he 
does not share our suffering 
now. I think for him—at least 
he will never know whatever 
sadness might have lain ahead. 
He knew such a share of it in 
his life that it always made you 
so happy whenever you saw 
him enjoying himself. But now 
he will never know more—not 
age, nor stagnation, nor de-. 
spair, nor crippling illness nor 
loss of any more people he 
loved. His high noon kept all 
the freshness of the morning-- 
and he died then, never 'mewing 
disillusionment. 
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ever Among the radiant, ever ventur-
ing on, 

Somewhere  with morning,  
such spirits will." 

"He is free and we must live. 
Those who love him most know 
that 'the death you have dealt 
is snore than the death which 
has swallowed you' " 

The italicized excerpt is from 
a verse by John Masefield, poet 
laureate of England, on last 
summer's trans-Atlantic race of 
square-rigged ships, an event 
in which President Kennedy had 
a keen interest. 

Mrs. Kennedy, asked yester-
day to identify the quotation in  

the last sentence of the article, 
said she believed it was from 
one of several plays by Euripides 
that she had read during the 
summer. She was unable, how-
ever, to give a precise source. 

An authority on Euripides, 
Dr. Helen Bacon of Barnard 
College, ' said last night the 
quotation was from Euripides' 
play "Hippolytus." The line is 
spoken by Theseus about his 
wife, Phaedra. 

Here Since September 
With her children—Caroline, 

6 years old, and John Jr., 3—
Mrs. Kennedy moved in Sep-
tember from ker Georgetown 
house in Washington to an 
apartment here at 1040 Fifth 
Avenue, at the corner of 85th 
Street. 

Last month she leased a 10- 
room. house for weekend use on 
Dosoris Island, Glen Cove, over-
looking Long Island Sound. The 
house is a five-minute drive 
from the one taken by Robert F. 
Kennedy and his family in 
August. 

Mrs Kennedy also has a four-. 
room office suite, leased for her 
by the General Services Admin-
istration, in a new building at 
400 Park Avenue, at 54th Street. 

Caroline is enrolled at the 
. Convent of Sacred Heart School, 
1 East 91st Street. 


