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(Interview with e Ye Times repr2s ntatlve in L. Ae, Bursau Chief Gladwyn HILL
on Oswald & Dsllas. H1ll was in Dallas,.)

No police officer designated to work with the press. Over the three days, Dallas

police depte scemed fairly effieient, but confronted with two probklems: _

l. News Media 2. FBI & Secret Service Agencies. Will Fritz, head of homicilde,

hag a very good reputation.- 3

FBI sot in while Fritz interrogated Oswald, who had to be brought down one floor

& along hallwey thru crowd for every interview.(from 4th to 3rd floor).

Fritz thought Oswsld wos the man & wanted to nail down everything. Much invest

lgation was going on: rifle, Osweld fomlly, etce., '

NO centralized eenber for investigation by three agenciesl Police chief Jesse

Currev(?) was always behind in information; pres: knew things before he did via

interviews, etec., which pres: reporters would pool-no competition. '

"I heppencd to be at homicide door & asked Fritz about rifle.”

Fritz: "We stlll don't Xmow what kind of a rifle it was but Fritz showed bullét

to Hill.

Capte Glen King wis In charre of public relations, but he was short-circulted;

nobody sow him after the first night. Mo Idason. Press breathing down necks of

police on 3rd flonr, but no organization or orderly information. Police seemed

sincere about not courting publieitye. '

SHAYON in Saturdey Review said press should have used restraint. (Ny nbte ‘- Who

is Robert Lewis??). BSuppression of information would have raised a crye. Any ne

news riedia has to be careful, but depsnds on public official stzbements.

F CTS vse Rumors. It is a fact that during Oswald investigation, nothing he or

witnesses sald could be used sgainst him. Only valid testimony is on witnes: st

stand or in writinge. '

ACLU & Am, Bar claim falr trail would have been impossible.(Interviewer)

Interviewer vuestion: Is not an editor reguired to use restraint in connection

with national defense?® '

Hill: Physically infeasible with several thouscnd ad libs. Altermative to trail
by press would be a suspension of everythling, Individual eitizens would

talk & spread rumors. Information from trained technicians is preferible,

(My note: Hill apparently doem not esteem SHAVON),

HILL: What hoppened in police basement could hove been easlily avolded by =

stretching a rope to heol people backe Too many ptople clusterad too close; this

would have detained Ruby. Rest of publie exposed to press as much as Ruby.

"Ruby was an isolated nut - emotional = grandstand -~ spontaneous play."

Public is reluctant to faece the fact that there are social ailments & nuts on

the looses Thore are a Imndrod Rubys & Oswolds in Dsllas now; a thousand in L.Ae.

Ethiczl talk 1s RIDICULOUS here -~ mentloned Chessman. Our only iapulse is the

Bedlom one -get them out of the why. I.E3 FBI knew all about Oswald, but

thought him less dangerous because of his idealogy& he was classified as not

violent physicelly. He had 1little >r no history of physicnl violences. (leftist

INTERVIZWER: mentioned IV Times headlines 11/253:% Oswald is suspect & called a /

HILL; Oswald wes connected with Pro-Castro movements, one of manr off beat

interestse W hy do you nsk this guestion? “

INTER: Fear of wave of fear, such as HeCarthyisme Was NYT shbetting this &error?

HILL: Inadverdent repercussions cannot be avoidede Everybody loves detective

storiese Why? The big interscst was motivation. Kennedy was a liberal & rightist

move was implieds The news & press brought out Pro-Copstro backgroung of

Oswald to DISPEL RUMORES OF A RIGHTIST PIOT. (Hil1l was present when Ruby shot

antld, but did not sce 1t¢) "My reaction was that it was Impossible; then, that

it was & big plot & conspiracy. iy impulke was to get oute I ran out in front

expecting bldge to be surroundeds The pattern of only one unhinged isolated

person soemed impomsible. No orgmanigzational direction indicated. "

INTER: Were all your repsrbts published?

HI%L: Honday 1 filed the report of aplleged assassine The ALLEGED was dropoed in

edlting process, I am sorry my story was not tronsmitted exactly. I have not

had time to check responsibility for this chengell d




HILL (conts): Critieism always 2 good thing - the only way we can improve.
There is no trend among nows medis to aecuse wrongly.

INTER3 Tunmber of storiss about FBI refprt= (News Week haos a physicel outline .
HILL: Consistent leaks are to grind an axe. I have no idea of sourcee. I was not
in Washington, but WHO had informetion to leak. No hue & cry of protest.
FBIseldom leaks, but in deference to Justice Warren investigotion, leaks were
done viz side doore ¥ou eon't bottle up informatione Does public gdt

news properly is important.

INTER: Did public get imformation in way it should have?

HILL: A fine job was done by the presse. Some undesircble festures could have
been remedied. Amatter of technique, not principle. Don't panic in & crisise
Give informetion in ofderly fashione

ABRUPT ENDING



