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' NEW HAVEN, CONN., APRIL 1 CAP)-A MOCK TRIAL OF LEE HARVEY
OSWALD ON A CHARGE THAT HE ASSASSINATED PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
ENDED TODAY WITH THE JURY DEADLOCKED,

" THE TRIAL, CONDUCTED BY YALE LAV STUDENTS AND PRESIDED OVER
BY NEW YORK TRIAL ATTORNEY JACOB D, FUCHSBERG, LASTED OVER SIX
HOURS, ' THE JURY OF 12 LAYMEN DELIBERATED FOR ONE HOUR AND AT 3230
THIS MORNING SAID THEY HAD SPLIT §-6.

THEY COULD NOT- DECIDE WHETHER OSWALD WAS GUILTY OF MURDER
OR ATTEMPTED -MURDER, . | |

ONLY ABOUT 50 MEMBERS OF A STANDING-ROOM-ONLY CROWD OF 600
 REMAINED TO HEAR THE FINAL VERDICT,

. THE TRIAL HAD BEGUN WITH A REAL-LIFE CONTROVERSY AS FUCHSBERG
RULED THAT NO PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TO BE TAKEN DURING THE TRIAL,
CITING RECENT SUPREME COURT DECISIONS LIMITING TRIAL PUBLICITY.
ONE CBS TV MAN REFUSED TO COMPLY, SAVING THAT HE HAD BEEN INVITED
TO COVER THE TRIAL BY YALE LAV SCHOOLS'S ASSOCIATE DEAN'RALPH
SHARP BROWN, HE LEFT ONLY WHEN THE WBAILIFF® EXTINGUISHED HIS
FLOORLIGHTS, . _

THE TRIAL ITSELF WAS BASED LARGELY ON THE 26-VOLUMES OF TESTIMONY

COLLECTED BY THE WARREN COMMISION IN. THE MONTHS FOLLOWING THE -
'ASSASSATION, THE TIME OF THE EVENT WAS REDUCED BY TELESCOPING
“TESTIMONY AND CREATING ®COMPOSITE WITNESSES® SO THAT THE MAJOR
_ POINTS RAISED BY THE 572 PERSONS APPEARING BEFORE THE CQMMISSION
COULD ‘BE BROUGHT TO LIGHT BY QUESTIONING THE 15 MEN AND. WOMEN
WHO TOOX THE WITNESS BOX FRIDAY NIGHT. = |

THE "WITNESSES® WERE STUDENT REPRESENTING THE KEY FIGURES IN
THE CASE, INCLUDING GOV, JOHN CONALLY OF TEXAS AND OSWALD HIMSELF.
THE "ATTORNEYS® FOR THE PROSECUTION WERE KEVIN J, MCINERNEY,
24, OF WASHINGTON, D.C., AND JOHN N. BUSH, 24, OF SUMMIT,
N.J, |
THE ARGUED IN.FAVOR OF THE FINDING WHICH HAD BEEN REACHED
* BY THE WARREN COMMISSION: THAT OSWALD HAD KILLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY
'AND WOUNDED GOV, CONALLY DELIBERATELY AND SINGLENANDEDLY.
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WALTER ROCKENSTEIN II, 24, OF MORGANTOWN W, VA,, AND CHARLES 0.
BLAISDELL, 23, OF POUND RIDGE, N.Y., REPRESENTED THE DEFENSE.
THEY PICTURED OSWALD AS A "CONVENIENT MAN® WHOSE LEFTIST BACKGROUND
MADE HIM AN EASY.SCAPEGOAT, WHILE NOT EXPLICITLY ALLEGING
A DELIBERATE FRAME-UP, OSWALDS REPRESENTATIVES
MUSTERED CONSIDERABLE DIRECT AND CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE PLACING
IN DOUBT THE ORIGIN OF THE FATAL BULLET, THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY
OF OSWALD, AND HIS PRESENCE AT THE WINDOW.
FROM WHICH THE SHOTS WERE SAID TO BE FIRED.

_"OSWALD,™ WHO WAS PORTRAYED BY JOHN A. STRAIT, 23, OF SAN
FRANCISCO, GAVE A MINUTE-BY-MINUTE ALIBI, MAINTAINING THAT HE HAD
BEEN ON A LOVWER FLOOR OF THE TEXAS BOOK DEPOSITORY AT
THE TIME OF THE ASSASSINATION AND HAD FLED WHEN HE HEARD OF THE
SHOOTING FOR FEAR THAT HIS RECORD AS A "SUBVERSIVE™JOULD MAKE
HIM A TARGET FOR TRIGGER-HAPPY ASSASSIN=-HUNTERS.,
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