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Sirhan Case--
Was There a -
Ind Gunman?

Gun -Tampering lnqu;ry
- May Have Bearing on
Kennedy Killing Theory

BY DAVE SMITH |

H . Times Statf Writer q

« Last May 28, attorney Barbara
V{ arner Blehr accused criminalist
DieWasme A. Wolfer of errors and
vielations of procedure in the ballis-
tics investigation of three major
murder cases in which three men
néw await executlon mcludmg Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan for the assaséin-
ation of Sen, Robert F. Kennedy.
Mrs. -Blehr raised a question

§
i
{

whether a second gunman might.

have fired at Mr. Kennedy in the
Ambassador pantry on June 5, 1968,
* She asserted that Wolfer had violat-
edifour standard precepts of proce-
dure: investigating Kennedy's
death and said he committed other
errors. as-an expert witness for the
prosecution, in the capital convic-
tions of Doyle ‘A, Terry and former
Dep. Dist, Atty. Jack Kirschke.
Calls, Charges a "Vendetta" «
On June 1, Police Chief Edwar
Davis ‘dismissed . Mrs, Blehr's ¢
ges as 3 !vendetta" against Wolfer,
acting'head of the LAPD crime la-
boratory, and said Wolfer "in my es-
txmatmn

his oﬁf.lce. wauld 1nvest1gate M.
Blehr's' ¢ ‘pather than leave

\two weeks,
His findings: .

6, to_enable investigators to furthes
‘question; witnesses:

the: top expert in" the

n June ”4} he postponed 1t to J u-l'%-

sbe one of its ownt-
and Would give the results in about

On June 18, Busch announced a |
e 28 news. conference to reIease

" PHstponed Indefinitely v

“On July 2, Busch again postponed
the news conference——thxs tm‘le in-
definitely.

Pressed for an explanatlon 'hésaud
his: Qe qwas' iferribly-e cemed"
over Elenc‘e fat since Sirhail's $ri-
al 'the fatal hullets and murder

‘weapon in the Kennedy case,&mlght

have been tampered with.

Be fotfe investigation of \Ir &,
Blehr's chargésicotild be completed,
he said, a subsidiary probe would
have to determine whether the cgu-
cial exhibits had been "contaminat-
ed"—and to what degree—before or

r the analys1s on which her accu-
saiions were based.

Last Wednesday Busch announced
tha’c the question of evldence tatn—

gy Please Turn’ to*‘J.’a’é'e 8, Gol. 1

anhmst Page.

pering will be laid before
the County Grand Jury to-
day.

‘There is evidence,- a
:spokesman said, that ex-
hibits were so carelessly
handled” by the county
clerk's office ‘that they
might be useless in future
court action on Sirhan's
automatic appeal of the
death sentence.

More -to the immediate
point, they also would
be useless in determining
the truth or falsity of Mrs.
Blehr's. specific allegations
and the major premise
they imply: namely, “that

an overlooked second gun-

man may have heen Ken-
nedy's real murderer, and
that Sirhan may have been
condemmned for a killing he .’

admittedly attempted, but « in

perhaps did not actually
commit,

Wolfer, whose, expected
July I appointment as per-
manent head of the crime’
lab has not yet materia-
lized, filed a°$2 million de-
famation suit July 23
against Mrs, Blehr and 15
John Does.

County Clerlé¥illiam G:
Sharp, -whose. office . was
accused by Busch ofiigner. -
ing colirt orders in allow--
ing at least 13 "unauthor-
ized" persons to view and
handle Kennedy exhibits,
denies any violation of
pracedure by his staff.

‘Meanwhile, The Times
has learned, several per-
sons in Sharp s office have
been é’wen ‘lie detector
tests in ‘connection with

' their handling: of exhlblts

- Charach. He chargéd tha

* slaying and covered up.in-

“‘tinued to‘question persor

in  criminal ecases " bther
-.than: the Kennedy slaying.
Thug — pending the

. grand jjury's mvestlgatwn'

. =—the Blehr case remaing a
;standbdff, ‘more ‘than’ two
months .affer it. was ex-
pected -to “be summarily
laid to rest.
John Doe Quéstions
But in a sense, the Blehr-
Woolfer eontroversy is
merely the salad, while the
, entree/involves deeper
(questions—in themselves
( not touched on:by Mrs.
Blehr, -but voiced by at
~?ieast. two of the John Does
aancluded with her in Wol
ifer's. suit.
Y. Mrs. Blehr's clalms con- -

_thined in a letter to the Ci-"
.. vil Service Commission,

‘were baged on the private
ballistics * investigation of
veteran criminalist Wil-

liam ‘W, Harper of Pasade-, -
na, who has testified as a.
forensic expert for both.

the prosecution and de-

fense in noted local trials _

for more than 35 years.

Harper's work also %

served to support a court
action that more directly
tackled the "second gun-

man" theory—the June 25./ W
complaint for disclosure of | ofi:
information filed by attor-
""ney Godfrey Isaac on b

‘Thalf- ‘of freelance investi
tive journalist Theodor

city officials deliberat
had suppressed cer
evidence in the Kenne

adequaci

f in the orxgz.@sl

.WhD have nothmg- wh

Som& ar e D
whose names
brought into the . ;
case by Charach, and who
for: three years have told

another. ‘version of the

everts of the mght of June
5, 1968,
Former TV’ New;mam’ ;

One zs__ former KNX‘I‘
i television - newsman- Don=
ald L. Schulman, who wit-

| ‘cover for his own fire.

the” ‘tnderground

¥ more itk
‘2 know Tt

16 Aug T

éssed’ Kennedy's assas-

isination and told of seeing .

another person firing a

weapon in the!pantry, but

-‘Who—oddly—wag bneﬂy
questioned only ‘onge in
the months leading ip to

‘Sirhan's ‘trial and. never

was called as a witness.

Hig first intensive inter-
view with: any investiga-
tive agehcy was on July 23
of ‘this year.

Another-belated -witness

! was' Charach who: told the -
| Times:

"If it's.true the district
atlorney can't make ‘any
decision on the- Blehr
thing until this tampering
queqtmn is settled, then-
why are they still” ioll_ow--"'
ing this other-track? I
think the whole thing
about tampermg is a red
herrmg Moty

It is Charach who three:
‘years ago began the per~
‘sonal crusade that led to!
the present investigative®
tangle over what to most

people has appeared o
pen-and- shut “politil

jobs as. a&-adzo

) film
commentator, has devoted:

his entire time since Ken
nedy's- déath to'the b
that an overlooked seco
gunmarn actuallya fired -t
fatal bullet, using-Sirhai
flrsf. Wwo plstol “ghot,

A nation made wear 4

jand skeptical - of al’cearnat;g;r
‘rtheories, in-the Wwake; 0 t;he'

E.mept for expmsum m

e
Charach - generally Pw?
dismissed as® yet anotHer
of the new breed of con-
spir atorial. demm&]ogﬁ
smcere but misguided.
Ghara&h -admits he

One- I\




the trﬂthﬁto comﬁ.-mtt,
whatevkr it o

*the;\Amencaﬁ Deo- .
ple ar "'t going to get any-
thing mgre than the offi:
cial version until. .a few
‘more questions are "asked
—and aske(%by the ri%ht- |

people, people influential
enough to. demand &-
Sswers.”

On Jitne 4 1968, Chaxaéh
was workmg on & free-
lance documentary on.
* Robert Kennedy's meteor-
4 rise to presidential con-
~tention on the heels of.a
' smashing Cahforma p'%’i—

. mary victory.
. As Kennedy concluﬂed
nd ¥

‘hannevergot near enough  were seven men—some
to Kennedy to inflict the -.moenlighting -after-their
a kn'ot'of peopl® near-point-blank, upward- :tapfime jobg—who= pro-
. their attefition traveling, back-to-front! vided their owﬂ«umfgrms,
ssed on the Subﬁuéd head wound that killed: insignia and'si earms;

_ ' him. + 4 One was assigned. t§ the
J.secumty guard st ed _In Sirhan's trial, the jurys mnﬂ’y and was just inside

ed crowd — | some
ed, the rest s cl{i%

_ouf the swinging doors tog’ “was told  in summauqn- . He- swinging”dpors when
_keep the hallroo ;drow&a' that Uecker probably mis- Jégker and Kennedy
Zfrom bursting ‘into theyd counted, stopping than‘f' 5ty burst in. The guard.

h1G6¢ : 7 after the fourth shot. ell¥in with them, just_be-

“bloédy pantry. -
il he chaotic heuts. fol-4 Uecker says today he=

 the shodiiiRey Wes st mistaken, that, 2 ?”genator walked down the
now 28, was

' Sirhan was captive after :
+ %: Second. shot and oo fEOLTaliomately shok
! far away in any case On““é‘"he}”"a'm'l'ettmg ‘himself

the first two. JJE 1
gd by Uecker, drawing
_Then .Charach went after ¥ c]oser 0" where Sirhan

e "bodyguard." " stood.

m Ueck and Kennedy,

! d was il¥efv¥ielved: by.
possible - danger, traveled EUar
with only oneprofessional: the police and the.FBE
g Ao Lm - shooting began; ;he -vas
- jostlediand knocked down
by agamst an:H
ne. He s

tly to e.Light, asthe.

_ Kennedy Friend . . In,wthe dgys following .
Kennedy, a fatalist about; “Kennedy's death, the.

He said thai ‘as .the |

L



Zj'id Gg‘mﬁe

| connections being

({Gﬁtinue& frun'r"sth Page
tached and spumng red
-ﬂame 2

But his ‘accounts cg

flicted Eligie® -each time.
on th# point 6f whether he

went:for-his'gun or actual- -

Iysever got it out of the
holstér. Once he. said he
drew hig gun and moved
toward the fallen senator.
Angther timé: "I reached
for mine, but 1t was tao
Tate® . 2 =R
“Ohe bfflmal noted
ently;

- jibe.. He told conflicting
accounts, and it seemed
ohvim;é he hadn't really
seen anything. He really
had fothing to tell us."™"

Bécause of the variances -
in his story, the guard was -
droppéd from any further-

- quéstioning, his credibili-

_ ty questioned by officials

who felt he was trying to

m]ect#himself into a sensa-
tional case he really knew
littlé about,

Gith Not ——

| Théré is no record of any

effo fnade — nor any

; tnne without the telltale
hemj;atmns, about how he

son with right-wing

_in the
kitchen or

b Hiing ﬁifﬁé"iem

‘had heen answered Sa

factorily." +
Houghton concedes to-

‘day, but says he does ot '

believe, that his’ infor:

. tion may have heen in
_plete and that his: mvag,tl-

gators may have missed
one—the security . guard

dismissed and’ forguttel}iso

g before.
Charach found hi

:"The S'HYSstories dzdn’ .'-"90'3 7. 1969, living d

working in- the San
nando Valley.
More than a year af;er

. the event, Charach said,
<the guard talked eas;iy z
" and ‘affably and *made no
. bones of his politmal ‘ﬁe-

+ liefs." 2

Those, Charach said
ranged from ‘support-of

Alabama Gov. George C.

Wallace for President, o
hatred for the Ken
family for allegedly givi

war was imminent,
The guard said he had

- had a .22-caliber pistol just
“like' Sirhan's that" night;
Charach reported. It wasa
= buﬂt—up, "modified" gun

with ‘a larger 'barrel and -
could fire nine' shéts; ‘He

‘once fooled a. frien‘d, -ask- -
ing how  many shots it
mlgh,t. ﬁre Then dater he

\year before, this

“actually  drawn "his

gun ‘that night, evén act-

out hiz motions;
16 guard said enough

-‘that cbup‘[edmth whathe
' had heard from: Schulman:

and others, Charach: was

‘“‘convinced that the whole
" ‘story had not been told
‘ vabout the mnight Kennedy
g dled. =

- He ‘began. to: document

. his findings into' an alter-

ate theory ofthe assas-
ra ith

ball*sslcs ex]

re . professionally for -

‘the ballistics: ndmgs-_- in’
-the Kennedy case.

ing’ creation called’ “Whg Kill-.
- everything to black peo-
- ple, to a belief that a race

ed Robert. Kennedy?™ e

But fér nearly a ear_'
Charach's theory. was%i
missed as a fabric of ,En- |

- cidence afid stretched

sibilities. Ultimately, sev-
erdl officials refused te
'grant. ‘him any more m%er-
: views.

In Ju}y,' 1970, Char
24 2 O

w hioifn e had 'IQ

and ‘whe, Cooper hai fe- |
cently leamed had b ;
informal ¢

"Harper had begun hxs--
work after read
Houghton's' hook and be-

mg puzzfed. t an apparent
.h 01 e

ination, ultimately collas - 1
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- 2nd Gunman Involved?

“ Sithan Case—Was a ° |

Comtinued from 8th Page  son with right-wing con- i
dnctied dnd_eplitting ted - Dections belng n the E
i
i
+

Okay, okay! I'll dosoms.

ing obout that broken

step.’

urn to Pg. 10, Col. 1

i
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SIRHAN QUESTION

Corntinued from 9th Page

v a flattened .22 hullet.
But he found other things.

After many months of

testing, weighing, photo-
micrographing and com-
paring the actual evidence
gbullets with test ‘slugs
'.ﬂred later by Wolfer: as
=l as studying Coroner
Thomas T. Noguchi's mas-
sive autopsy report on Mr.
l\ennedv Harper devel-
oped these essential criti-
cisms of Wolfer's work,
and hence the foundation
stone of the official inves-
tigation:

—AL least {wo of the
bullets removed [rom the
pantry—one from Kenne-
dy's body, the other fr om
wounded ABC newsman
William Wiesel — don't
match each other and thus
could not have been fired
by the same gun.

—Bullets from the same

fdun
individual eharacteristiés,
ewhile bullets from (wo
.guns of the same make
i match only in class

~€haracteristics,. The ah-
Eéence on the two hullets of
"phase marks" —

'*néually the investigator's
911'1][.13]"\'——~Lr) serve as guide-
“Posts in linin g up the
Spvints where bullets
amatch indicated that Wal-

“for ‘matched the bullets

&fawn fo class cHaraeteris- -
ties but not as far as indé-
vidual characteristics.

. —There is. a .difference
of 14% in the 11ﬂmg an-
gles of the two bullefs—
again pointing to the con-

lusion that they

:% oh different guns..

Harper's criticism con-
Ainued:
—While the bullets don'ti

mafch each other, neither '

does either oge match any
sofothe three Hhullets con-
‘};qmed in an envelope la-
“Yeled Exhibit 55. Tt pur- |
»Boits to contain three test |
<hullets fired from Slrhargs_

ghn after his arrest; Bt

will have malching!

came..

1__-_ ____

Sthe gerial aumber is givén -

«25:H18602, while the serfal
nhmhm‘ of S]Lilan‘; Um‘l.'

“eas T35, o

FriWolker later explainel

Ahat the second, gun,
"F18602, was -borrowed

ey “the county clerk's:

.epiminal evidence section,

{rom a group of guns slat-

ed- Yo 'be destroyed, a5 old *

émidence weapons are,
periodicallv, each year.
Wolfer said he borrowed it

on June 10, 1968, at a time
when Sirhan's gun was be- |

fme the Countv Grand Ju-
J!V .and not accessible: tu
ﬁlm without a court nrder

But the evidence vhp on-

T Exhibit 57, “containifig the
three bullets fired from it,

- states in Wolfer's hand--
writing that” H18602 wag

test-fired on June 6, the
very day Kennedy died.
Smhans -gun. didr net. he-
come a}agr;and JUJ'V exhﬂﬁi
until Jine 7.°

—There actually are no
test l)ulletg in @qdence
dfited from?t b};r‘hahm dwn
gun, H33725, hut only test

slugs from the now-de-
stroved, borr.owefi gun,
H’lSGﬂ L G ;

‘Hérper also cIa'lmq
—At the Sirhan trial, it
was concluded that union
leader "Pau] ‘Schrade, be-
hind"Kennedy, was hit in
the forehead hv a hullet
that went through the
shoulder pad of Kennedy's
coat. That would have had
to be a westbound shot
fromin front;ofi the two
men. But lab anal\m-: of
Kennedy's coal revealed
that the hole through the
~-shoulder pad was a back-
1o front.. eastbound shot,
as Wolfer himself testi-
fied; awith’ the millet lodg-
ing- in.
never being recoverer.
-We.ghmg of " the re-
maining bullet fragmefits
taken from Kcrmerlv and
‘the five wourded accounts

- satisfactorily. for cight sep-

arale. butlets -— as many
as-Sirhan's guh could fire
—hut ¥l .Jeaves out a
pn%thle\mth that umsu
covered easthourid®bullet
t wen{ through Mr:
m;eﬂv;c; shoulder patl.
111&11ml1ta?tmns of Har-
pers investigation are un-
settling to law enforce-
ment offlicials who sincere-
ly believed they had anm
airtight prosecution
sighied, ‘sealed afdr delit

ered in the Kennedy case,
with none of the nagging

the ceiling and ,

uestions that atiended
Be Garrison probe of

President Kennedy's
deat.h 5 |

Scien tifie- Supﬁmh -

'But Harper's werk was

regardedias a cranky, Now
his theory had some quen—
tific support.

=,

i3 f‘hazach'

gratifying 1o Charach,r
who after two vears was ., -~
finding himself- gederally | "

| » Harper \\mte tq Gl}]ar—-

ach; o
"Wuluple gun shootmgs
are not a rarity in-police
work .« . The capture. of-
Slrhan w1th is gun‘at the
scene resulied in"a total
mesmerization of the in-
vestigative efforts. _
"The fact that all recov-
ered evidence hullets were
the same caliber further
contributed to the qoneral
euphoria.
© "The . well establ mhed
teachings. of . criminalistics
and forensic . pathology
were cast ae,lde and hy-<
passed in favor of a more

unfortunately, an er-
roneous over - simplifica-
tion."
While Mrs. Blehr used ,
Harper's findings as the
- hasis of her effort to hlogk
Wa]{ef": forthcoming l-p
pointment, attorney God-
frey Isaac used it, along
with Charach's thesis, gs
‘the. basis of a complaiit
for-full disclosure of infdr-
mation on the Kennedy i;p-
veqtmauon i
" Isaag “‘recently becarﬂe
~ co-counsel with Luke Me-
Kissack in Sirhan's autd-
- matic appeal of his cleath
sentence; “and thus no
! longer represents Charach,
who has engaged other at~

torneys.ta press his com- |

p]ag\m But Isaac, as Sif-
han's attomev savs he is

convinced of the vahdlty

of Charach's and Harper's

'1 w k and will use it to the
Bat AR e dhipedl. -

ir M]h, Blehr's attack on
Wolfer also remains in
! limbo, shadowed hy the
| fn,llhcominq grand jury
probe of alleged tamper-
ing Witk the: ,Ixennedy ex-’
hllm‘: i

Much hin ges’ nn the ‘out-
?e of Lhat probe and

{‘\

W ther il ever can assess,

i

i
|
J

expedient . solution., andi4|

J

]

the true nature and degree
6f © tampering, - Therehy
hangs the larger quesucn‘
{Arifethisr. " 4he t validi (% Yok -
and Harper's
claims can ever be tested
: aL all. o
“wCharach, himself sub-
#pochaed to appear -before
| te-jury en Wednesday,
'sa},s he is skeptical abaut@
‘the Investigation and ltai‘

the result..
: "I thipk," he ~.=nd in an
mtenmx, _Lhey re * just -

going to say. the ‘exhibits’
are. so. badly. messed u
~that any further ﬁwe\hgalz
tion is impossible. We ma§*
never hear the truth ahout '|
it, but I promise you; we'll
never hear the end of it."



