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‘Running Scared,

LOS ANGELES — (CDN)

~— Sirhan Bishara Sirhan cén .
“thank his lucky stars if he |

gets off with life” for the kill
ing
dy, Sirhan’s ch}ef defense at-
torney said.

3
«_;‘

“Frankly, we're runmng i
scared. I d1dn’t feel that way

before, but I do now,” lawyer
Grant B. Cooper said.
Cooper reacted when a sev-
en-man, fivewoman jury
found Sirhan guilty of first
degree murder yesterday aft- :
er less than 17 hours of delib-
eration following a 15-week
trial.

. Penalfy Phase

“Now the problem is to |

sdave his life in the penalty
phase of the trial. It’s going
to be rough,”” Cooper said. .
The penalty phase be
Monday when the same ]u-

rors sit down to hear Cooper.

and Prosecutor John Howard
argue life vs. death.

Howard said he will not de-
mand the death penalty but
he made it clear he will ad-
vise the jury it would be an
appropriate verdict.

 ‘Lack of Remorse’

‘It will be explained to the
jury that they have the abso-
lute discretion between life
and death,”  Howard said.
“But I will point up Sirhan’s

lack of remorse and the ef- |

fect a political assassination
has on the democratic
process.”

Slrhan, an Arab zealot
shot Kennedy dbwn in a pan-
ity of the Ambassador Hotel

in Los Angeles June 5 mo-|

ments after the Senator had

given: a victory speech to a|

zrowd of 1000 well wishers
‘ollowing his win over Sen.
Eugene J. McCarthy in the
California pre51dent1a1 pri-
mary.

.

Motive
Sirhan said he did it be-
:ause Kennedy promised aid
o the Israeli 'cause. The
srosecution agreed with him.

His lawyers and a parade of |

Sen. Robert F. Kenne- |

B

chiefprosecutor Lynn B.
COmpton
Howard said he. plans- to |
take: ‘““only 20 minutes” o/
“argueé his case Monday and
will put on no witnesses. -
Cooper said he might possi- !
" bly put'on a witness or two —
..“it hasn’t been decided” . —
, but will be brief enough. to
; send theé case to the juryi}:
j again either Monday njght or.
! midday Tuesday. .
» Sirhanp Was ‘Shook’

! Sirhan ‘shidok Coopér’s|
\‘ harid, smiled and thanked |
.him at the end of the day’s |
pror:eedihgg But Defense ‘At-|
“tofney Russell T. Parsons |!
+ conceded; Sithan was “shook |
i ——woul 't you be?”’ :
Cooper’ aid the case defi- '
mtely will be appealed if the:
'verdict is 'death — a review:
)15 automa,tic by the appellate’

court: in /any case — and
I’probably‘ ill be if the sen-
‘tence is life. ) z
| “But i#1t’s life. I think it
'would r&lly be rather point-
)fless Sirfjan can thank h1s‘

'life,” Coofjer said. ‘

' The slight Palestine Arab
refugee showed no emetion
as Courti@lerk Alice Nis
wa readyoff, the verdictiga

asked egch Juror if it,was’
and is yor verdict?” W'

mon sense v1ewpoint " said ||

‘dan)

el

Father Says

“TATYEBEH (Occupied Jor-
(AP) — The father of
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan! con-
victed killer;of Sen. g8obert
F. Kenneﬁ;‘y, todaygswore
“rgenge on«Amer cantpoliti-.
”if h1§. son is exéxiuted
#The revenge won’t;be in'
words,” 'ﬁhara irhan de-.
clired. He) dnoﬁélabo;‘nate

; o the fact thpt my
son‘killed 'Sen. Kennedy,” he
sald. “ButSen. ﬁ{ennedy was

to blame. He i)rovoked my'

son by thtaatenmg to supply
R e QMlddh East

which wo iave caused the |-
defth of inds, and the
displacempn} of many more.
““My son 'did well. -
“Many Americans have
come  Mouse and told

ete

nd of Kenne: j{
‘Sirhan, 55, , vituperatively |
atfagked deputy prosecutor
Dav1d Fitts,: cursing him in
Arab expletwes and charging |~

“he would'not;lef my son de- | 3
. fend himself."} |
% “My son, aié a true "Chris-

i tian like myself is ready to

work for peace, not only in
xymrds but from all his
heart,” said Sirhan. He said

thing “because
will ne¥er ‘sur-

executing tHe youth would |
Il achieve?
"¢ peace Tover

render.”

* Mother
Weeps at

. i| Although members of Sirhan
''B. Sirhan’s family were in}|
| court. nearly every day of his
| 15-week trial,
| present when .the verdict was

|read. .

‘| can say,
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Verdict

pas®DENA — (UPD) —

none was

There was about 20 min-

|utes between thé time the
| jury signaled it had reached
| a verdict and the time it was
|read aloud by the court:

clerk.
“I don’t think we shou_ld-

| show up down there now, do

you?”’ said Adel Sirhan, 30.
Instead,. Adel, his brother,

Munir, and their mother,
\Mary, gathered around a TV

set, and a radio in the modest

'| family home here and await-
| ed the news.

When they were mformed
Sirhan had been ‘convicted of

" | first' degree murder, which|
‘1 earries a possible death pen-

alty; all three wept.

““There is nothing more I
» Adel said, his
voice begi nning to break.

| “We didn’t expect this ver-

| diet.”
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