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iSi_;j_han Tells Court |
He Killed Kennedy)

| By DOUGLAS ROBINSON °
' Speclalto The New York Times
LOS ANGELES, March 3—
Sirhan B. Sirhan took the stand|
his own' defense today and|
nowledged that ke killed
Senator Robert F, Kennedy at|
thet Ambassador Hotel last|
e iz ;
“You are charged with mufs|
der,” said Grant B. Cooper; the|
chifef defense lawyer aftd

h%:took his-place in-théiw;
e

negss box. “Itis alleged S¥ou
killed-Robert Francis Kennedy,
a human being, on or about
June '5.”; Theh, after a slight
pause, he asked:'“Did you?”
Yes, sir; the: defendant ‘an-
Swe‘red' . v o g - .I_Il'_'
- Sirhan appeared nervous, but
not s ‘tenise‘as ‘he has been
lduring 'some' angry - moments in
the courtroom, as Mr. Cobper

Continued on Page 22, Column4
agked him about the Keniie
shooting and the woundin
five other persons in a crov d
‘\pantry following the celebra-
tion of the Senator’s Presiden-
fial primary victory in Cali-|
rnia. P
Mr. Cooper asked in fur
ether Sirhan remember
shooting any of the victims be-!
side Mr. Kennedy. To |
Sme, the defendant saidfhe
Could not remember. Asked if
he bore:any of them any ill
will, he ‘replied, -no, sir.” ‘e |
% Sirham -took the .stand ‘at|
3:06 P.M." He &lenched his right
ist as he took the oath. Two
Security men stood near the
itness box in a doorway lead-
ng to the judge’s chambers,
i With Sirham watching over
7is shoulder nervously. Mri
Cooper began to read in a slow,
“lear voice from & page in the'
efendant’s ‘notebook, a page!
t called over and over again|
the death of Mr. Kennedy:,
{For almost:10  minutes, he ready
the entry to a hushed, mes-
merized  courtroom, .
_“Did you write this?” Mr.
voper asked at one point.
%as, sir,- I" did,” came the
\prompt. answer.
. Then, ‘Mr. Cooper began to

i Jerusalem, -where, ‘as his
mother: testified ‘earlier.in the
day, he witnessed a number of
tisly incidents that his mother
Said had left him’*shaken ‘and
taid.” s
¢ Asked what he ‘remembet

irhan said he recalled “g

7|l £t took .some time before

d him back 'to his childhood |irde

RFK
itnessing a brother’s death.
= told “the ¢ _that once,

as a child, he had ‘been playing
with other-children at_,the??&e
of the high wall that surround
'the Old City. One of the Arab
guards let the youngsters
climb to the top of the wall and,
look through his binoculars. He
|said he  recalled the soldier
peering at the Jewish side of
the ¢ ity and saying, ‘Thats
our land out there, our land.””
““I didn’t understand what he
meant,” Sirhan said, intensely.
“But now I understand.” :
A few minutes. later, as Sir-
han was recounting more abgut
the bombings in Jerusalem,
court was adjourned’ for the
day. The defendant will resume
\his place on the stand tomorrow.
“Farlier today, Mrs. Mary
Sirhan; speaking in a soft voice
;;t underscored the events she
eéscribed, told the court that
her son had seen a number of
(killings and explosions in the
temnestuous late 1940's during|
fighting and terrorism-between
Arabs and Zionists “in Jer-
usalem, '
“Once when he came across
the hody of a neighbor hanging,
on the barhed wire on the street
| front of our home: he paled, |
1is lips were.drv and his whole
bodv trembled,” she said.

S i

- :
counsel, Dr. Bernard Diamond,.
of the Un‘versity of California
at Berkeley, and by Issa Nakh-'
deh, direc’or of the Palestine
i#irab Delegation, an unofficial
‘Observer group at the United
‘Nations.
< Both, men were reported to
have persuaded Sirhan to trust
‘his attorneys. This mornin
the outset of the session, Mr. |
Nakleh was sitting at the, de-
fense table and Mr, Coopetitold
the court that the Palestinian
u%guld be there all week in an
advisory capacity. e

Although Sirhan has pleaded
not guilty, hisg attorneysﬁave
admitted that the slight, dérk-
haired Jordanian immigrant
faally wounded Senator Ken -
nedy. To save Sirhan from th
gas chamber the attorneys are
relying on proving that the de-‘
fendant was not capable of giv-

ation to his act.
© No Not Guilty Verdict
Under state law, if the de-

he could even stand and for|

| two weeks he didn’t go far from'

home.” i
As his mother: testified in a

|| dignified, almost regal manner.| han’s shock at seeing dismem-
~.||Sirhan B. Sirhan-sat moroselv|
_yiat the defense table, gazing|

at his hands or reading legal’
Adocuments. He seldom con-
ferred with his attorneys and
~nlv rarelv looked up at his
56-vear-old ‘mother. :

Apology for Friday i !

There was no repetition of!
the defendant’s dramatic action
lastiFriday when he demanded
to“change his plea to giilty,
asked to discharge his counsel
and requested his execution for
/the murder of the Senator
at' the Ambassador Hotel last

June 5. All the demands were
denied by the court. -

- Following the mid-morning re-
cess today, while the jury was
out of the courtrcom, Grant B. |
Cooper, chief defense attorney,:
aoffered his client’s apologies to!
Superior Court Judge Herbert
V. Walker for the “emoctional
‘outburst” on Friday and said
‘that Sirhan had decided to!
“have his counsel remain.” .

“I don't really feel thaf any
great, apologies are due and I

|trébled.”

|the family lived comfortably ix

fense can prove that the de-
fenr~=t ra*~d ander  “dimin-
ished capability,” the jury mus:
find him guilty of a lesser crime
than first degree murder. The|
jury cannot return a not guilty
verdict, since .Sirhan has ad-
mitted the killing.

_In her testimony, Mrs. Sir-

g, at|

Lliving as refugees.

ing rational or mature consider-| °
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home. The boy, named Munir,I‘
Wwas' running frem a ‘shooting,!
[rs. Sirhan went on, and young|
'Sirhan saw h's brother lying on
the street covered with blood.

“They used to play together,”
'Mrs. Sirhan said quietly. “When
I had another son, I named him
Munir.” :

Only once did Mrs. Sirhan
‘become emotional during
almost two hours on the stand.
This came when she was
describing the lack of sanitary
toilet facilities and clean drink-
ing water while the family was

“When we came to this I}
country,” she said, “my
daughter flushed and flushed
the toilet, saying God bless
America.” oy
Then, her voice rising,
ithan looked at the jury ai d|
d, “Everyone is_blessed in
1s country. I want vou to
believe it.” A defense attorney,
Russell E. Parsons, interrupted
at this point and gently led
her back to the line of ques-
tioning.

Mrs. Sirhan was followed on
the stand by her 30-year-cld
son, Adel, who testified as to
Sirhan’s behavior before and

{after a head injury that he sus-
[tained in 1966 when he fell
|ffom a horse while working as

han sought to show that violent
traumas in her son’s boyvhood
were the rule rather than the||
exception. She described Sir:l'
bered bhodies and said that
shooting and the sounds of ter-

lan exercise bo,

y at a ranch in
Corona, Calif. S
Before the injury, Adel said,
his brothel;%‘@.'as “more ambi-
tious” and used to “go out and
ook for work more often.” Fol-

ro
been heard in Jerusalem. | . |

“He saw blood all the time,” |
she recounted, “and whengver |
he: saw it he shook and

ist bombs had constantly|

Mrs. Sirhan said that once a|
“Zionist truck drove through
our street carrying a number|
of “young Arab girls whose|
breasts had ‘been slashed.”

. “I was out walking with Sir-

g the injury, he went on, |

|[Sirhan “stayed in his room and

read all the time.” Some of the
time, he testified, his brother
talked to himself.

During the ‘Israeli-Arab war
in 1967, Adel said, the whole
family would watch the news

llon television. Sirhan, he said,

would get furious and swear

|at the set. “How can you sit

there and watch these things
that are happening to our peo-

. 'whoy was' dbout "4 years|
old at*the time, and our atten-
tion was drawn to the truck

ple?” Adel said his brother once
shouted at the-family.

by the sound of Zionist soldiers
aboard it who were clappingand
shouting ‘This is what we'll do
to you."” : :
“Look at the blood, Mama,
look at the blood,” Sirhan said
to-me,” Mrs. Sirhan testified.
“And he began to shake all
ov{er.!.l : . 3
Mrs. Sirhan, who was rigidly
composed during most of her
appearance on the witness
stand, said the incidents of vio-
lence had occurred both when

inderstand: the’ circumsﬁq_ggbs,"
Judge Walker replied. “T wasn't
mad; I was just trying to beem-
phatic.” .

During the Friday upheaval,
Judge Walker threatened to put
the' defendant in irons and a’

i| face: mask that would prevent!
e him from talking if he contin-

.{viwitlly many things.” He'S
'@Emembered seeing a
4 bered English soldier and

id|ued ‘to interrupt the proceed- |
18-} . na

! Over the weekend, ' Sirhan Killed by a vehicle near| the
was visited bv the chief defénse|barbed wire in front of her

ings:

- refurees in the OId City. It was,

Jerusalem’s New City and later
when they become impoverished

she said, the continual fichting
that led the family to migrate
to “the United States in 1956.
;Brother’s Death Racalled

One of the Sirhan sons, the
mother said, was run over and|




: C _ Assoriated Press
Mrs. Mary Sirhan, assisted by a son, Munir, leaves Los An*

! geles courtrgom after testifying at trial of another son,
* Sirhan B. Sirhan, for the slaying of Robert F. Kennedy

Top, second from left: Grant B. Cooper, a defense lawyer.
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