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SIRHAN GOUNSEL -
‘70 BAR A DENIAL

To Concede on Shooting—
Jury Selection Begins: -

By DOUGLAS E. KNEELAND

Sm_f_:ial to The New York Tlmes -
LOS ANGELES, Jan 13 — {

Attorneys for Sirhan Bishara|.’

Sirhan told prospective jurors|.
today they would not deny/
that he killed Senator Robert
F. Kennedy.

As Sirhan’s first-degree mur-
der trial entered its fourth day
in the small, heavily guarded
courtzoom on the eighth floor
of the Hall of Justice here, a de-
fense motion to set aside the
petit jury panel as improperly
constituted was denied by
Superior Court Judge  Herbert|
V. Walker.

Affer a short reccess, 25 pros-|
pective jurors, including K two
Negroes among the 12 women
on the panel, were led into the
courtroom by sheriff’s deputies.’
With the slight, dark defendant)|
leaning forward and studying
them intently, 12 were seated |
in the jury box. The others re-
mained in the first three rows
of spectator seats. :

Approaching the first pros-
pective juror, George E.|
Doudle, a middle-aged, ;graying
man with horn-rimmed ¥ldsses, |
Grant x}§ Cooper, the'chief de-|
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fense cournsel, first established
that he worked in research and

company.
Then,
other
Mr. Cooper declared in the
hushed courtroom, its quiet

after two or three

risin, |
“There will be no denjal of
the fact that our client, Sirhan
Sirhan, fired the shot tha
killed Senator Kennedy.”
Sirhan has pleaded not guilty
to the first-degree murder of
Senator Kennedy and to five
counts of assault with intent
to murder five other persons.

broken only by traffic-noises|
from the streets below:|

The five were wounded in the
serving pantry at the Ambassa-
dor Hotel here where the Sena-

.22-caliber bullet in the brain
shortly after midnight last
June 5.

The defense has never made
a secret of its convistion that
it would be difficult to con-
vince a jury that Sirhan, who
was overcome by friends. of
Senator Kennedy and arrested

finally came in open court, it
seemed to have a vividly sober-
ing effect on the prospective
jurors and the spectators.
Letting a moment lapse for
the impact of the statement to
take effect, Mr. Cooper, a tall,
smiling, 65-year-old former
president of the Los Angeles
County Bar Association, con-
tinued with Mr. Doudle,
Noting that Judge Walker
would later instruct the jury
that “not only the act, but the
intent” must be weighed in
determining whether

Sirhan|

der, Mr. Cooper as};ed him:
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was guilty of first-degree mur-|.

development for an-aerospace|.

preliminary  questions,|

tor was mortally wounded by a .
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in the pantry, did not fire the .
shots. But when the admission '
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. =EnNOW tnat you'veibeen told
fthe’-’f;?gefal.,ldant-’ém%q;tted the
act, would that prejudice you
so you couldn’t try him for
intent?” it
Nodding his head slowly, Mr.

Doudle replied: ot
“I believe so0.” i
Cites State of Mind

Deputy District Attorney
David N. Fitts, who is expected
to do most of the talking for
the ,three - man prosecution

team, rose and asked Mr.
Doudle: : {

“You understand that merely
because he pulled the trigger,
he cannot be found guilty un-
less a certain state of mind
accompanied the act. Do you
now feel that you couldn’t
give him a fair trial as to his
state of mind at the time he
committed the act?”

Again nodding his head, Mr.
Doudle said, ‘“Yes.”

With the agreement of both

the defense and prosecution,
Judge Walker ordered Mr. Dou-
dle removed from the jury box
for “cause.”

This initial exchange with a
prospective juror gave an indi-
cation of one of the several
difficulties expected to be en-
countered in seating a jury.
Most legal observers believe it

will take a minimum of three
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orgfour, weeks to get the 12
jurors and ‘six alternates that
Judge Walker wants on this
case, '

The number of alternates,
which is unusually large, is
another reason for the pre-
dicted length of the process.|
Ordinarily, two alternates are
seated, occasionally four. Judge
Walker has said he wants six
for this trial because of the
importance of the Sirhan case.

He noted in an interview,
for ‘instance, that the Hong
Kong flu was still making in-
roads in the community and
that he did not want to risk
a delay or a mistrial by hav-
ling illness cut the number of
\jurors below the required 12.

Another obstacle to the selec-
tion of jurors is the judge's|
order that they be sequestered
throughout the trial, which Mr.
Cooper predicted today would
take about two months after
the jury has been sworn. Two
of the first three prospective
jurors were excused becausg
both sides agreed that it would
be a hardship for them to be
locked up for that long a time.

In California, lawyers for
each side have 12 pre-emptory
challenges, for which they can
ask that a juror be removed
without giving a reason. The
number of challenges for cause,
which must be demonstrated,
is unlimited. i

xNotes Political Angle

In his questioning of pros-
pective jurors, Mr. Cooper noted
'that Senator Kennedy was a
political figure, struck down
just after he had acknowledged
victory over Senator Eugene J.
McCarthy in the California
primary.

“It therefore may be neces-
sary to question you,” he said,
“as to your political beliefs or
preference of candidates.”

In his instructions to the pros-
| pective- jurors, Judge Walker
warned them to ‘be extremely
candid in replying to questions
from~ the bench, the defense
and the prosecution. . -

‘It is extremely important
\that we have a fair and jim-
partial  jury,” the ° heavy-
browned, 69-year-old judge de-
‘clared’ P _
oiThe ¥udge!-ddded ‘that:~he
wbuld’ﬁ'ﬁa‘}:'erf ask allithe jurors

they held such strong convic-
tions.against the death penalty
that"they could not find:a de-
fendant ~guilty of first-degree
murder, and, second, whether
their consciences would per-
mit them to sentence him to
death should he be found
guilty.

In California, juries that
find a defendant guilty of first-
degree murder then hold a sep-
drate!!proceeding to ‘deterinine

may reduce at his discretion.
The possible penalties for first-
degree murder are life “impris-
onment or death.in the’ ¥as
chamber. :
Judge Walker did not ex-
plain the purpose for which
he would inquire into the
jurors’ conscientious beliefs. A
recent United States Supreme
Court decision, however, held
that persons holding’ such-.be-
liefy could not' be systematies
lally eéxcludéd from juries. bais

two “questions: First, whether'the sentence, which the judge
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