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NEW YORK — Kennedy
women always hold up their
heads, and they meet trage-
dy, as they meet triumph,
with a magnificent dignity.

Of success and sorrow they
‘have seen more, perhaps,
than most women, and they
have had 1o bear them in the
public gaze.

With sons or husbands or

' brothers who have achieved

heights to which average
men do not aspire, their trag-
ic ends, when they have
come, have occassioned na-
tional mourning.

Rose Kennedy, at 77 the vi-
tal, youthful - looking ma-
triarch of the Kennedy fami-
1y, sets the pattern of gallant
behavior in time of heart—l!
hreak.

‘FAITH IN GOD’

After the assassination of
her second-born son, Presi-
dent Kennedy, in 1963, she
said:

“This is the third child I've
lost. I’ve learned to be brave
and to put my faith in the
will of God.”

Now that Sen, Robert Ken-
nedy._has become the second
son slain by an assassin’s
bullet, the count is four of
her nine children dead vio-
lently. But Rose Kennedy

. has lost neither her singular

composure nor her strong
faith. :
The senator’s 40 - year -
old widow, Ethel, who was

their 18 years of marriage —
whether they were shooting
river rapids, touring the
world, playing touch football
or campaigning — was with
her husband in Los Angeles
when he was cut down.
Throughout the gruelling

. pecting her 11th child in Jan-

Unbowed

rours of uncertain waiting
ihe showed remarkable self-
estraint, doctors said.

MAINTAINED TRADITION

In her calm control and
oncern for others during the

difficult days that followed, '

£thel Kennedy, who has heen
called ‘“‘everybody’s favorite
Kennedy,” maintained the
tradition of Kennedy women,
even as did her sister-in-law
Jacqueline in November,
1963.

Mrs. John F. Kennedy’s
control and sense of history
throughout that fateful week-
end after the President was
shot moved the London Eve-
ning Standard to write:

*Jacqueline Kennedy has
given the American people
from this day on one thing,
they have always lacked —|
majesty.” i

The former First Lady,
who had given birth in 1956
to a stilloorn daughter and
who only three months be-
fore the assassination had

buried their newborn son,
Patrick Bouvier Kennedy,
then took up the two-fold task
of rearing her two fatherless
children and perpetuating
the memory of her husband.

AIDED BY RFK
Robert Kennedy, her broth-
er-in-law, was a mainstay
during the critical period and
acted almost like a father to
litfle Caroline and John Jr.
Now his widow, who is ex-

uary, is faced with bringing
up their large family alone at
Hickory Hill, their six-acre
home at McLean, Va.

omen —Still

¢ Ethel Kennedy's tragedies
began with the death of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs.
George Skakel, in the crash
of a private plane in Oklaho-
jma in 1955. Skakel, a self-
made millionaire, had seven
children.

Then her brother, George
Skakel Jr., died in a plane
crash in 1966, and last year
his widow choked to death on
a piece of food caught in her
throat.

‘ROSE UNCOMPARABLE’

But for a life marked by

triumphs and tragedy and
unflagging courage, none
lquite compares with Rose
i Kennedy’s.
! In 1914 young Rose, daugh-
ter of John Fitzgerald, the
fabulous “Honey Fitz,” may-
or of Boston and a political
powerhouse, married Joseph
P. Kennedy.

Babies started coming. Ro-
semary, the fourth child and
second girl, was the first
heartbreak. She was born re-
tarded and later, in her 20s
was institutionalized, which
was a kind of death to the
loving mother.

World War II began, and
Rose Kennedy's firstborn, Jo-
seph Jr., a Navy lieutenant
and pilot, was killed when his
plane Dlew up.

“Joseph Jr. was the one we
thought would go into poli-
tics,” his mother once said.
““Jack always thought he’d
be a writer, or perhaps the
head of a boys school in the
country ..."”

Her high-spirited oldest




daughter, Kathleen, married
an English marquess, Billy
Hartington.

But within a month the
marquess was killed in ac-
tion in World War II. Four
years later Kathleen died in
a plane crash and was buried
beside her husband in Derby-
shire, England. '

Before her hushand sui-
fered the crippling strokes
that have made him an inval-
id and before her second and
third sons were assassinated,
Rose Kennedy told a report-
er:

“A strong helief is the
most wonderful thing that
can happen to you. The fact
that I've had one has given
me a certain stability. But
don’t say I have fortitude.
That makes me sound so
sanctimonious.”

The younger Kennedy sis-
ters, Eunice, Patricia and
Jean, are in the Kennedy
mold of strong women.Dur-
ing the harrowing past days
they have moved quietly and
ealmly doing what must be
done, their emotions in ster
check. 1 !

EUNICE FAVORED

Kunice, 47,is married to
Sargent Shriver, former di-
rector of the Peace Corps
and now ambassador to
France, and mother of five.

Considered the most intel-
lectual of the sisters,and the
one most like Jack Kennedy,
Eunice was the sister used
most by the President for
special jobs, such as his com-
mittee on retardation, and
most often chosen to stand in
for Jacqueline Kennedy. -

Jean, the youngest Kenne-
dy girl, was the roommate of
fun-loving, energetic Ethel
Skakel at Manhattanville
College, and she infroduced
Ethel to her future husband
in 1945. .

Ethel began her 'political
campaigning by stuffing en-
velopes in the 1946 congres-
sional campaign of John
Kennedy and married Robert
in 1950.

Jean Kennedy married Ste-
phen Smith, whom she met
at Georgetown University

where they were both stu-
dents, and who has become
the astute Kennedy business
and political manager. They
have two children.

Immediately after the
shooting of Senator Kennedy
in the hotel kitchen, when the
room erupted into hysteria,
one quiet voice could he
heard over the loudspeaker
urging everyone to leave
calmly.

It was Stephen Smith.
Standing behind him, looking
as composed as her hushand,
although her inner thoughts
must have been in turmoil,
was Jean Kennedy Smith.

It was only to be expected
that the most self-possessed
woman in the room would be
a Kennedy.

MrsJth kﬁnedy, her ilde aroline and eling at mass




Mrs. Robert Kennedy and children leave St. Patrick’s. Behind, wearing veil, is the senator’s mother, Mrs. Rose Kennedy
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