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Sirhan Bjt 50C, £ Takes Total 950

By BILL STALL

Assoclated Press Writer ,

'~ L0S ANGELES AP - fSirhan Bishara Sirhan has been arralged

on & charge of murdering Sen. Robert F. Kenne in a hearilng
held behind by an unyrecedented wall of securltye

Sirhan, “4, ealm a composed, sat Friday in the chapel

-of Los Angeies County men’s Jjall as a deputy district attorney
read the murder indictment, returned an hour and two minutes earlier
by the county frand Jurye. o

The 1ndictment saild the sli%ht, olive-complexioned native of
Jordan d41d ‘‘*wilfully, unlawfully, felonlously anml with
melice aforethought murder Robert Francls Kennedy.?’

The judge ordered Sirhan to return to court June 28
to enter & plea and a%reed to a defense request that he be examined
by two psychlatrists before that date. .

, Superlor Court Judge Arthur L. Alarcon, using the blonde
hardwood chapel altar &s & temporary court bench, spelled out  for
Sirhan his constitutional right to a falr, speedy trial.

Then, Alarcon ordered &ll police, attorneys, court
officlals and witnesses to say nothing about the case or release
any evidence that might in any way Jjeopardize Sirhan‘®s right to
& falr trial. : ' ,

Any violation, he warned, will result in ‘‘swift action?®’ in
the form of a contempt of court citation. ‘

Alarcon himself, the 19 unarmed deputy sheriffs who stood watch
during the 40-mlnute arralgnment and others among the approximately
<0C persong admltted to the-arraignment, most of them newsmen, ,
were searched thoroughly before they were taken past a maze
oiasegurity'checkpoints to the third-floor jall
Chnapele y' . ’

A card handed to them read: *‘No cameras, fotential weapons - -
or electronic devices of any description will bve permitted in the
gyectators sectlon of the courtroom.?’?’ The order came from the Judge.
Sirhan was escorted in a wheel chalr into the 400 capsclty.
chapel bi'four sheriff’s deputies. Hls left ankle and left index
finger stlll were bandaged from ilnjurles suffered Wednesday 1in

the scuffle at the Ambassador Hoiel gafler & volley of
”eéght shots felled Kennedy and injured five bystanders.
“Indictments also were returned Friday charging Sirhan with:
assault with intent to commit murder. :
The offlcers helped the slender Sirhan, wearing an open-collar
white shirt, shiny black shoes and blue dungarees,
into & chalr at a table faclng the Jjudge. ’
‘He sald no more than'a dozen words durin§ the hearing.
s%l%rcon asked him 1f his true name was Sirhan Bighara

Irhane
‘‘Yes sir,?*?’ he said. *°It 1s Sir-han?’’ not °‘‘Seer-han.??

He indicated he could not afford to hire his own

attorney and would be satisfied with appointment of a publilc
defender, Wilbur Iittlefield. ‘ ,

Later, Ae Le Wirin, an attorney for the American Civil

Livertles Unlon, suggested the Jjudge ask Sirhan

directly 1if he had_an¥ objection to being arralgned in ,
Jall, rather than at the Hall of Justice two miles away, the
gcene of -the day-long grand jury hearing.

“¥‘No, yout honor,?* he said.

Your sheriff’s deputles stood at rigid attention behind Sirhan
throu%hout the hearing, blocking the view of spectators who
caught only fleetlng gllimpses of hls face.

Sirhan winced when he turned to get into hils wheel chair to
be taken back to the jall hospltal, arrerently in pein from his
injured ankle. ‘ N : :
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None of Sirhan’s famlly was vresent, althgu%h Wirin said he-
had advised hls mother and brothers through their pastor that they
could attend. .

Sirhan was admitted as & pewmenent reslident of the United
States when his,famil¥ emlgrated from Jordsan } :

In the 1960s. Immlgration officials say this means (he can
stay indefinitely without applying for citizenshipe.

Although police had described Sirhan as composed arnd cool,
Wirin sald he was angulehed when told the news Kennedy had
died Thursday, about <5 hours after he was shot in the head
with 8 e.<&-caliber revolver. Kennedy was celebrating
his victory in the California presidentlal primary when shot.

Wirin told & reporter Sirhan was ‘‘fearful the community
would turn against his family and he asked me to arrange for prolice
rrotectlons?? ‘ : ’
Just as the grand jury was formally charging Sirhan with
murder, a woman who ldentifled herself as the v
“tgirl in the pelka det dress?’’ sought by Los Angeles police
called sheriff®s officers and sald she wanted to talk to them.

Kathy Fulmer, 19, a dancer, told Sheriff Peter Jo. Pltchess
and newsmen she had seen Sirhan watchinﬁ\Kbnnady before the
shootling, heard the shois, and then rus qq from the Ambassador’s
Embassy Room, in near-hysteria shouting, They shot himg??

A Kennedy campaign worker Qad told police she heard .

& young blonde woman say, *‘*We shot him.’? ,
ss Fulmer, from Los Angeles, sald ‘he dld not kmow
8irhan. She later was released after questioning. - ;

There was no direct reference during Friday’s nine hours of
comflex legal froceadings-from the convening of the grand Jjury
%ggal the arraignment-to the events in Dallas of November

But 1t was clear Los Angeles County law enforcement chiefs .
were taklng every steg popsible to prevent any lncident that could
mar the legal record in the wake of the second Xennedy assassination
~in five years. i T

Iee Harvey Oswald, ldentiflied by the Warren Commission
as Presldent John Fe Kennedi’s assassin Nove. £&, 1960 :
in Dallas, was shot and killed two days later in the basement
of the Dallas cify jaill. He was in the process of belng
transferred to the county Jjall. , v

Alarcon?’s di-page order on statements by varticipants
in the case declared:s ‘‘Thls court has an affirmative duty to
do everything possible within 1ts constitutional powers and Jurisdictim
to make certain®’ Sirhan’s rights are protected.

Wirln commended Alarcon for hils thorough legal precautions.

The murder charge lodged,against Sirhan 1n the case,
officlally numbered AZ33421, .‘‘The peorle against Sirhan
Bishara Sirhan,’? carrles a2 possible death séntence in the gas
chamber at San Auventin Prisone. : ‘

but court challenges of California’s death penalty have
suspended all executions in the state indefinitely. Seventy-seven
men are on death rowe. ' : o~
In California, a death sentence carrles an automatic ..
: %E al to the State Supreme Courte
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