
e 
h

oles th
e C

h
eers I ere 

B
y B

IL
L

 B
O

L
D

E
N

W
E

C
K

 
T

he party w
ould have gone 

on all night. 
T

h
o
u
g
h
 S

en
ato

r  R
o
b
ert 

K
ennedy w

as leading and his 
b

ro
th

er h
ad

 w
alk

ed
 aw

ay
 

fro
m

 C
alifo

rn
ia H

all after a 
triu

m
p
h
an

t statem
en

t, t h
 e 

v
icto

ry
 p

arty
 w

o
u
ld

n
't h

av
e 

closed dow
n. 

B
ut tragedy closed it. 

F
o
rty

-fiv
e m

in
u
tes after 

the shooting at the A
m

bassa-
dor H

otel in L
as A

ngeles, lo-
cal K

ennedy officials chased 
th

eir can
d
id

ate's w
o
rk

er  s 
aw

ay
 fro

m
 th

e th
ree telev

i-
d

art sets o
n

 th
e stag

e an
d

 
shut dow

n the hall. 
T

h
ere w

as n
 o

 th
in

g
 else 

they could do. 
T

he victory party had been 
a h

u
g
e su

ccess. T
h
e telev

i-
sio

n
 p

red
ictio

n
s sh

o
w

ed
 it  

w
as K

ennedy all the w
ay and 

th
e
 w

ire
 se

rv
ic

e
  "

h
a
rd

 
co

u
n
t" o

f v
o
tes w

as b
eg

in
-

ning to bear it out. 
S

enator E
dw

ard K
ennedy, 

th
e can

d
id

ate's b
ro

th
er, h

ad
 

b
een

 o
n
 h

an
d
 an

d
 to

rn
 h

is 
w

ay through a phalanx of ad-
ulatory cam

paign w
orkers to 

h
ead

 b
ack

 to
 th

e F
airm

o
n
t 

H
otel. 
T

he young people —
 m

ost 
of them

 under 25 —
 w

ere still 
o
n
 h

an
d
 to

 ch
eer w

h
en

 th
e 

can
d

id
ate m

ad
e h

is v
icto

ry
 

statem
ent over the air. 

T
he cheers w

ere still dying 
w

hen an anguished television 
an

n
o
u
n
cer an

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
e 

shooting of R
obert K

ennedy. 
A

nd all the young people, 
an

d
 th

e few
 o

ld
 "p

ro
s" w

h
o
 

w
e
re

 still th
e
re

 h
a
lte

d
 in

 
disbelief. 

F
irst reactions w

ere in the 
"it isn

't tru
e," o

r "it's so
m

e-
o

n
e else," v

ein
. B

u
t as th

e 
rep

o
rts co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 co

m
e 

th
ro

u
g
h

, th
e v

icto
ry

 m
o
o
d
 

tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 th

e aw
fu

l su
s-

_ pease of unknow
ing. 

S
m

iles very' sw
iftly turned 

in
to

 tears o
r clen

ch
ed

 jaw
s, 

and the faces of happy, pret-
ty

, g
irls an

d
 h

ap
p

y
, h

an
d
-

som
e m

en turned into agony. 
N

ancy C
atlett, a S

an B
runo 

schoolteacher w
ho had been 

h
ap

p
ily

 lau
g
h
in

g
 m

o
m

en
ts 

before, w
as helped to a thea-

ter ch
air b

o
lted

 ag
ain

st th
e 

w
all to sob out her reaction. 
A

 c
ro

s s th
e
 stre

e
t, th

e
 

professional staff of the R
F

K
 

cam
p
aig

n
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 w

alk
ed

 
into the E

m
bassy L

ounge for 
a q

u
iet v

icto
ry

 d
rin

k
, h

eld
 

th
eir h

ead
s an

d
 c I u

 tch
 e d

  

tra
n
sisto

r ra
d

io
s to

 th
e
ir 

heads. 
A

nd no one had anything to 
say. 

T
h

e v
icto

ry
 p

arty
 h

ad
 b

e-
gun m

odestly enough at 8:30 
p.m

. w
hen the w

orkers began 
to

 filter in
 to

 th
e b

arn
-lik

e 
C

alifornia H
all. 

B
uilt for dances and vaude-

v
ille p

erfo
rm

an
ces th

e H
all 

easily
 acco

m
m

o
d
ated

 th
e 

200, then 350, then 700 w
ork-

ers w
h
o
 cam

e in
 after th

e 
p
o
lls clo

sed
 to

 w
atch

 th
e 

th
ree telev

isio
n
 sets o

n
 th

e 
stag

e an
d
 listen

 to
 th

e lo
cal 

leaders w
ho shouted periodic 

an
d
 m

o
re th

an
 h

 o
p
 e f u

l 
progress reports into the m

i-
crophone. 

T
hey w

ere the door pound-
ers, th

e telep
h
o
n
e rin

g
ers, 

an
d

 th
e h

ead
q

u
arters w

o
rk

- 

ers w
ho had carried the cam

-
paign for their m

an and they 
h
ad

 to
 h

av
e th

e b
ad

g
e th

at 
w

en
t w

ith
 th

eir w
o

rk
ers k

it 
to get in. 

A
n

d
 th

ey
 w

ere b
ein

g
 re-

w
arded w

ith a $2000 party. 
It w

as a g
o
o
d
 p

arty
 an

d
 

m
ore than one of the w

orkers 
overcelebrated. T

here w
ould 

have been happy hangovers 
in the m

orning. 
B

u
t su

d
d
en

ly
 th

eir h
ero

 
w

as w
o

u
n

d
ed

, an
d

 w
h

eth
er 

th
e cam

p
aig

n
 w

as 
a 

going 
th

in
g
 o

r n
o
 m

o
re w

as an
 

open question. 
A

n
d
 th

e y
o
u
n
g
sters, an

d
 

th
e p

ro
fessio

n
als, w

h
o

 h
ad

 
felt th

em
selv

es stan
d
in

g
 o

n
 

th
e
 rim

 o
f h

isto
ry

 fe
lt it 

crum
bling under them

 —
 and 

then w
ent hom

e to see w
hat 

w
as to happen. 
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Aghast on reaming of assassination attempt, Ken-
nedy supporters watch TV at RFK's headquarters. 

Photo by Don Lorenzo 


