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F
am

ily.B
u

rd
en

s T
h

at K
eep

 T
ed

 B
ack 

B
y
 V

e
ra

 G
la

s
e
r 

W
ashington 

Y
o
u
n
g

 D
av

id
 K

en
n

ed
y
's re-

cent brush w
ith the law

 for reck-
less d

riv
in

g
 is p

art o
f th

e fam
ily

 
burden S

enator E
dw

ard K
ennedy 

refers to w
hen ruling him

self out 
o

f th
e 1

9
7

6
 P

resid
en

tial race, as 
he did again last w

eek. 
D

avid, the .20-year-old son of 
th

e late R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
, h

as 
secu

red
 a p

o
stp

o
n
em

en
t to

 S
ep

-
tenber 26 of his hearing in W

ood-
sto

ck
, V

a. A
 co

u
rt clerk

 th
ere 

ex
p
ects th

e y
o
u
th

 to
 settle b

y
 

m
ail, p

ay
in

g
 a fin

e so
m

ew
h
ere 

betw
een $88 and $188. 
D

av
id

's o
ffen

se' D
riv

in
g
 9

2
 

m
iles an

 h
o
u
r in

 a 5
5
-m

ile zo
n
e 

an
d
 fallin

g
 to

 carry
 h

is licen
se 

and car registration. 
S

enator K
ennedy has consci-

entiously taken on the responsibil-
ity of riding herd on D

avid and 12 
other children of his late brothers, 
Jack and R

obert. A
dd to that his 

o
w

n
 th

ree y
o
u
n
g
sters, o

n
e o

f 
w

hom
 suffers from

 a rare form
 of 

can
cer, an

d
 h

is w
ife, Jo

an
, w

h
o

 
has spent tim

e at clinics special-
izing in alcoholism

. 

J
o
sep

h
 K

en
n

ed
y
 Ill's reck

-
le

ss d
r
iv

in
g
 m

a
im

e
d

 a
 

w
o
m

a
n

 fo
r life 

A
side from

 a 1971 m
arijuana 

o
ffen

se o
f R

o
b

ert K
en

n
ed

y
 Jr., 

th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 "escap

ad
es" all in

-
-v

o
lv

e au
to

m
o

b
iles, a recu

rrin
g

  

rem
inder of C

happaquiddick, the 
senator's roughest political prob-
lem

. A
n
o

th
er, m

o
re serio

u
s, au

to
 

accid
en

t in
v
o
lv

in
g
 R

o
b
ert Jr.'s 

brother, 
aO

seph, 
re

su
lte

d
 in

 a
 

girl's being paralyzed for life. 
B

u
t th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 au

to
 p

ro
b

-
lem

s are not lim
ited to the young-

sters. L
ast O

ctober, for exam
ple, 

Jo
an

 K
en

n
ed

y
 p

lead
ed

 g
u
ilty

 to
 

driving w
hile intoxicated, paid a 

$200 fine and lost her license for 
six m

onths. 
A

n
d
 early

 th
is y

ear R
o
b
ert's 

w
idow

, E
thel, -w

as charged w
ith 

driving 90 m
iles. an  h

o
u
r in

 N
ew

 
H

am
p

sh
ire. S

h
e ask

ed
 th

e state 
tro

o
p
e
r to

 fill' o
u
t th

e
 tic

k
e
t• 

quickly because she w
as "trying 

to m
ake a race." 

T
he m

ost tragic K
ennedy car 

accid
en

t sin
ce C

h
ap

p
aq

u
id

d
ick

 
involves the crow

n prince of the 
clan, E

thel's 22-year-old son, Jo-
sep

h
 III, n

o
w

 a stu
d
en

t at H
ar-

vard. T
ed

's ru
g
g
ed

, 6
-fo

o
t, b

lo
n
d
 

nephew
 has been tagged "a politi-

cal n
atu

ral" b
y
 th

e sen
ato

r, w
h

o
 

h
as p

u
t "L

ittle 'Jo
e" to

 w
o

rk
 o

n
  

th
e cam

p
aig

n
 trail an

d
 sh

o
w

ed
 

h
im

 o
ff, in

 im
p
eccab

le d
in

n
er 

clo
th

es, at a g
ala D

em
o
cratic 

fund-raiser. 
T

W
o
 y

ears ag
o
 Jo

e o
v
er-

tu
rn

ed
 h

is Jeep
 o

n
 N

an
tu

ck
et 

Island, injuring his brother D
avid 

an
d
 tw

o
 y

o
u
n
g
 w

o
m

en
. H

e w
as 

fined $100. O
ne of the girls, P

am
e-

la K
elley

, n
o
w

 2
0
, su

ffered
 a 

fractu
red

 sp
in

e, is p
erm

an
en

tly
 

p
araly

zed
 fro

m
 th

e ch
est d

o
w

n
 

an
d
 w

as recen
tly

 aw
ard

ed
 a set-

tlem
ent of about $1 m

illion. 
T

he sum
 M

r. and M
rs. Joseph 

K
o
p
ech

n
e receiv

ed
 after th

eir 
d
au

g
h
ter M

ary
 Jo

 d
ied

 in
 T

ed
-

K
ennedy's car at C

happaquiddick 
w

as a C
o
m

p
arativ

ely
 m

o
d
est 

$
1
4
0
,0

0
0
. A

n
d
,. acco

rd
in

g
 to

 a 
so

u
rce clo

se to
 th

em
, th

ey
 are 

irked. (T
he figure w

as top secret 
until recently.) 

S
en

ato
r K

en
n

ed
y

' h
as n

o
w

 
rev

ealed
 th

at h
e p

erso
n
ally

 p
aid

 
$90,000 of the K

opechne ' settle- 
m

ent. 
T

h
e B

o
sto

n
 G

lo
b

e, after an
 

exhaustive series on C
hanpaquidf 

dick, concluded that K
ennedy had 

been given "V
IP

 treatm
ent" and 

that "inept" law
 enforcem

ent had 
enabled him

 to avoid m
anslaugh-

ter charges. 
A

ttorneys  fo
r th

e
 

insurance  

D
avid

 an
d

 B
ob

b
y K

en
n

ed
y 

involved in the larger K
elley set-

tlem
en

t in
sist th

at -n
o
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

m
oney w

as included. 
T

heir denials resem
ble those 

of the K
opechnes' law

yer, Joseph 
F

. F
lanagan of W

ilkes-B
arre, P

a., 
w

h
o
 m

ain
tain

ed
 rep

eated
ly

 th
at 

T
ed

 h
ad

 p
aid

 n
o
th

in
g
 to

 th
e K

o
-

pechnes. F
lanagan w

as left high 
and dry w

ith the falsehood w
hen 

J
r.: tro

u
b

le w
ith

 th
e la

w
 t. 

K
ennedy finally ow

ned up td theft? 
$90,000. 

T
h
e K

o
p
ech

n
e8

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
reaso

n
 to

 reg
ard

 th
em

selv
es as 

sh
o
rt-ch

an
g
ed

, in
 lig

h
t o

f a cu
r-

ren
t tren

d
 to

w
ard

 ev
er-larg

er 
aw

ard
s —

 so
m

e in
 th

e m
u
lti 

M
illion dollar range —

 to people 
in

ju
red

 b
y
 o

th
ers' n

eg
lig

en
ce o

r 
m

isconduct. 


