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Political Forecast

A British View:
.LBJ to Resign,
:'_jQ.:_EleV;ate HI’IH I‘

The following article is a personal assessment
of the current political scene by e British correspond-
ent covermg the White House—and what might-hap-

“pen in the coming months. It is written by Henry
Fairlie of the London Daily Express.

By HENRY FAIRLIE
WASHINGTON — President Johnson will resign
‘before the Democratic Convention in August.
: Vice-President Hubert Humphrey will thus auto-
- matically become President.
The Democratic Convention will then have no

¢ course open to it but to nominate him.

One cannot be quite as definite as that. But many
~ politicians in Washington, including a powerful mem-
. ber of President Johnson's Government, are con-
vinced that this is how it will happen.

The first factor is President Johnson’s health.

It is causing embarrassment to many of those ¢

'Wha have to deal with him.

It is the. explanation they give for: hlS uneven
£ perfurmance, for the superb moments of instinctive

‘{ npolitical insight, followed by no cons:stent supporting

‘ ‘action.
Tt is the explanation they give for the command-
- ing position which the President established for him-
self three weeks ago, followed by a series of uncer-
tain moyes which now threaten to undermme that
posxtmn :

Agam and agam, from those deahngmﬂmm ou. ¢

26 Apr 68

—From Page 1 given much chance of wm--

g day-tn dav basis, one hears

only the two words: “His

health.

Snme are expressmg open
«alarm Some are merely
Imore Bitter than ever at their

“"re],atlonship with a President

on whose word they are find-
ing it increasingly hard to
rely. Some say the President
himself Knows.

‘This last is the vital point.
If ‘the President resigned on
grounds of health, it is heing
said, it will not merely be a

weonvenient political move to

hurt Senator Robert Kenne-
dy.

.The President, according
to those who take this view,

‘now has his brooding mo-
. ments.

It was in one of those mo-

; ments they say, that he ele-

vated hunself to such an as-

fonishing height three weeks
“ago.

;. “He. saw himself and his
position,” one of them said to

‘e last week, “with an awful
When he moves, it|

elarity.
was as if he were answering
the call of some fate.”

SAnother told me: “The

grandeur of that moment
~was the grandeur of a Greek

fragedy. It was not erely that
he could do nothing else, but
that he saw so clearly that he
had no choice.”

According to those who
think like this, the President
is capable of the final act of
abdication at any time this
suminer.

He would set up the talks
with North Vietnam, and
then be satisfied that his ac-
count with history would be
settled in his favor.

“On grounds of il1-health

which are genuine and which[

he himself can recognise, he
would quit the stage with
reasonable honor.

But of course these consid-
erations of health would coin-
cide with the most persistent
of his political considera-
tions: how to ensure the de-
feat of Senator Robert Ken-
nedy. .

It is true that Senator Ken-
nedy looks as if he will de-
feat himself. Unless he pulls
off a now unexpected major
vietory in Indiana’s May 7th
primaries, he is no longer

E

{which the McCarthy support!

ning the Democrahc nomina- !
tion. i
He is bringing pressure to.
bear. on important pohtlcall
figurés across the country in;
the crassest way. [
One important™ Cleveland |
political figure who might
have supported him fled dur-
ing the past week after hav-
ing his arm twisted in the fa-
miliar Kennedy embrace.
The stories multiply. At the
same fime, Senator Eugene
McCarthy is still holding
away from Senator Kennedy
a vital element of the public
opinion which he thought he
could attract. .
Nothing, indeed, is more
remarkable than the way in

is sticking, absolutely un-i
flinchingly, across the coun-

But President Johnson will
not rely on probability. His
primary political object is to
break Senator Kennedy, and|
to break hnn beyond hope of |
repair.

No move could make  this
more certain than to give the
Presidency of the United
States to Vice-President Hu-
bert Humphrey before the
Democratic Convention.

To do so would be different
from supporting Vice Presi-
dent Humphrey as a candi-
date for the nomination. -

It would be an act of stafe
instead of an overt political
act, and it would be beyond
obvious criticism.

Morover, Vite President
Humphrey has entered the
presidential campaign —
without yet announcing him-
self as a candidate — with
such a bang that the thing
could be done with conviction
and credit.

Vice President Humphrey
has already shown that hej
regards himself as free from
the necessity to defend Presi-
dent Johnson as such.

If he refers to President|
Johnson at all in public, he
does so as if he were talking
about an already historical,
already non-political figure.

He defends the Johnson-
Humphrey  Administration
and not President Johnson.
Already ifi three weeks he
has gone a long way to es-
tablishing himself as lus own
man.
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