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T
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T
his is the ninth article of 

ev 
series a

b
o
u
t Ja

cq
u
elin

e 
K

ennedy by her form
er per-

so
n
a
l se

c
re

ta
ry

. ' It te
lls 

a
m

o
n
g
 th

in
g
s, h

o
w

 Ja
ckie 

tried
 to

 h
a
ve th

e d
ia

m
o
n
d
s 

rem
oved from

 a sw
ord given 

to P
resident K

ennedy by M
k 

Saud, w
ho w

as K
ing of Saudi 

A
rabia. 

B
y M

ary B
arelli G

allagher 
T

 T
 W

A
S

 in
 th

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 
1 1962 that jew

elry seem
ed 

especially im
portant to Jack-

ie. A
t W

artski's, in L
ondon, 

sh
e h

ad
 seen

 an
d
 fallen

 in
 

lo
v
e
 w

ith
 a

n
 a

n
tiq

u
e
 

18th-C
entury sunburst c 1 i p, 

and she w
anted it to w

ear in 
h
er h

air. It w
as p

riced
 at 

2200 pounds. S
he had m

e find 
o
u
t ex

actly
 h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 th
at 

am
ounted to in dollars. T

he 
a
n
sw

e
r w

a
s $

6
1
6
0
. (E

d
. 

N
ote—

T
he pound w

as w
orth 

$2.80 at this tim
e.) 

Jackie w
anted to m

ake an 
e
x
c
h
a
n
g
e
, o

r a
t le

a
st, to

 
trad

e a few
 p

ieces o
f h

er 
jew

elry and m
ake up the dif-

feren
ce in

 cash
. S

h
e ask

ed
 

m
e to

 h
av

e h
er jew

elry
 ap

-
praised. 

S
o
o
n
 m

y
 p

riv
ate o

ffice 
lo

o
k
ed

 lik
e a jew

elry
 sto

re; 
C

h
arles E

rn
est Jew

elers ar- 

rived one afternoon to look it 
all over w

ith their jew
eler's 

glass and other parapherna-
lia. A

s th
ey

 ex
am

in
ed

 th
e 

jew
elry

, I w
atch

ed
. It to

o
k
 

sev
eral h

o
u
rs, an

d
 I co

u
ld

 
tell th

ey
 w

ere fascin
ated

, 
c
o
m

p
lim

e
n
tin

g
 v

a
rio

u
s 

pieces. 
T

h
ere w

as a b
ig

 aq
u
am

a-
rine given her by the B

razili-
an governm

ent and the dia-
m

 o n d w
edding-present clip 

w
hich the am

bassador —
 Jo- 

seph K
ennedy 	

had given 
her. 

T
here w

as a sapphire and 
diam

ond bracelet from
 V

an 
C

leef &
 A

rp
els, an

d
 a g

o
ld

 
pin, given her during her vis-
it to G

reece in 1961 —
 gold 

lau
rel leav

es w
ith

 an
 em

er-
ald

. 
- T

here w
as a ruby and dia-

m
ond pin of tw

o straw
berries 

th
a
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t h

a
d
 

bought Jackie for C
hristm

as 
in 1960, and Jackie w

anted to 
check T

iffany to see w
hat it 

w
as w

orth. 
A

n
d
 fin

 all y
, th

ere w
ere 

w
hat Jackie called "bits and  

pieces of gold jew
elry." 

H
ad A

ppraisals 
A

fter their appraisals w
ere 

su
b
m

itted
 co

p
ies o

f th
em

 
w

ere sent to the K
ennedy of-

fice in N
ew

 Y
ork, to be filed 

w
ith Jackie's jew

elry inven-
tory. 

Jack
ie w

as esp
ecially

 in
-

terested
 in

 th
e ap

p
raisal o

f 
th

e
 

B
razilian aquam

arine. 
A

fter m
u
ch

 d
iscu

ssio
n
 an

d
 

negotiating, Jackie got som
e-

thing close to $4400 in cash 
for the aquam

arine, the dia-
m

ond w
edding clip, and the 

gold jew
elry, and had to pay 

less th
an

 
$2000 difference.  

S
he checked the transaction 

w
ith

 th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 o
ffice, 

a
n
d
 sh

e
 g

o
t h

e
r a

n
tiq

u
e
 

18th-C
entury sunburst clip. 

B
esides the sunburst busi-

ness, she w
as involved at the 

sam
e tim

e in
 o

th
er jew

elry
 

m
atters. T

h
ere w

as a g
o
ld

 
m

in
au

d
iere fro

m
 P

aris th
at 

V
an C

leef &
 A

rpels had, and 
Jack

ie w
an

ted
 to

 k
n
o
w

 th
e 

price of it. 
A

bout the sam
e tim

e, Jack-
ie w

as also concerned about 
th

e
 p

ric
e
 o

f still a
n
o
th

e
r 

piece of jew
elry she had chi ,  

sen, and she w
as m

ost pr'-'"f 

`M
y L

ife W
ith

 Jacqu
elin

e K
en

n
edy' 

A
 P

assion for P
recious G

em
s 



case in regard to its value. 
I didn't fully realize how 

much precious gems meant 
to her until she called me 
into the Oval Room one day 
that spring — 1962 — and 
showed me a diamon d-
encr usted sword that had 
been given to the President 
by Ibn Saud, King of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Strictest Confidence 
Jackie asked me to call 

New York and have Torn 
Walsh come to the White 
House in strictest confidence. 
I was to show him the sword 
and find out whether the dia-
monds could be taken out 
and glass "gems" be substi-
tuted in their place. 

Jackie told me to explain 
to Tom Walsh, that the Presi-
dent says okay, and that 
when Walsh came to Wash-
ington, he was to take the 
sword to a discount jeweler 
and watch the man take out ' 
the stones. Then Walsh was 
to keep the jewels for Jackie. 
He came to the White House  

alone. and I showed him the 
sword. He did not take it 
with him. 

I sighed with relief when 
he eventually reported that it 
would not be worthwhile to 
take out the gems. They 
would be too difficult to get 
out, and the cost would be 
prohibitive. 

The most amusing part of 
the story to me, knowing 
Jackie's cleverness, was the 
explanation to be given to the 
artisan — that the sword was 
an old thing Ambassador 
Kennedy had, which Mrs. 
Kennedy wanted made into 
something else. 

The President now entered 
her jewelry saga, Jackie had 
decided she didn't like the 
emerald engagement ring he 
had given her, and he let her 
go, ahead to see what the jew-
elers could do to make it 
more suitable to her taste. 

Ring Problem 
Early hi 1962, this was one 

of Jackie's big projects 
the problem of re-designing • 

her ring. She asked Van 
Cleef & Arpels in New York 
to do three wax models. 

One day's diary entry, in 
particular, tells the story: 

June. 15, 1962: Upon re-
ceipt of JFK Emerald/Dia-
mond Engagement Ring, 
"remounted" into a Wax 
Model of her choice, Jackie 
asked for my opinion be-
fore making a definite de-
cision. 

As I studied the extra 
rows of little diamonds, 
which now surrounded the 
two beautiful, initial stones, 
they seemed to detract 
from the true beauty of her 
ring in its original state. 

"Oh, no, Jackie—I think 
you'd be making a big mis-
take to change your ring  

this way," I told her. "To 
me, it looks much too 
bulky and takes away from 
the whole beauty of the 
ring." Her disappointment 
could not have been more 
obvious. "Oh," she stam-
mered in disgust. "You're 
just like Jack." 
She returned the ring, and 

wax models continued to go 
back and forth. In the end, 
Jackie finally gave up. She 
seemed to realize, as had the 
President and I, that her 
lovely ring required no fur-
ther adornments, after all! 
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