
S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

B
O

ST
O

N
, O

ct. 23—
F

ollow
-

in
g
 is th

e transcript of R
ich-

ard 
C

a
rd

in
a
l C

u
sh

in
g
's re-

m
a
rks co

n
cern

in
g
 

th
e
 fo

r-
m

er 
M

rs. Jo
h
n
 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y 

in
 d

 ta
lk to

 th
e C

aritas G
uild 

in
 B

oston yesterday: 
}
M

o
n
th

s ag
o
 I k

n
ew

 fu
ll 

w
ell th

at Jacq
u
elin

e K
en

-
n
e
d
y
 w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 m
a
rry

 
A

ristotle O
nassis. 

• I k
n

o
w

 w
h

at sh
e h

as b
een

 
g
o
in

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 fo

r m
a
n
y
, 

m
an

y
 m

o
n

th
s. I h

av
e b

een
 

co
n

tacted
 b

y
 m

an
y

 o
f th

o
se 

w
h
o
 are id

en
tified

 in
 h

ig
h
 

p
laces w

ith
 th

e A
d

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 la

te
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

K
ennedy

, a
n
d
 I h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

c
o
n
ta

c
te

d
 b

y
 o

th
e
rs in

ti-
m

a
te

ly
 re

la
te

d
 a

n
d
 a

sso
-

c
ia

te
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 

fam
ily

 to
 sto

p
 all th

is fro
m

 
tak

in
g
 p

lace —
 n

am
ely

, th
at 

Jack
's w

id
o
w

, G
o
d
 rest h

im
, 

w
o
u
ld

 m
arry

 A
risto

tle S
o
c-

rates O
nassis. 

W
e
ll, I w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 n

o
 

p
art. 
F

in
ally

, sh
e w

as ab
le to

 
co

m
e to

 m
e, an

d
 sh

e cam
e 

to m
e a w

eek ago. S
he cam

e 
secretly

 an
d
 u

n
k
n
o
w

n
 an

d
 

u
n
an

n
o
u
n
ced

, sav
e th

e fact 
th

at sh
e h

ad
 co

n
tacted

 m
e. 

I to
ld

 h
er th

e n
ex

t d
ay

 I h
ad

 
to

 g
o

 to
 S

o
u

th
 D

ak
o

ta, b
u

t 
I w

o
u
ld

 b
e h

ap
p
y
 to

 see h
er. 

S
poke T

w
o H

ours 
S

h
e cam

e to
 see m

e. O
n
ly

 
o

n
e p

erso
n
 w

as w
ith

 h
er, a 

S
ecret S

erv
ice m

an
, an

d
 h

e 
cam

e fro
m

 S
o

u
th

 B
o

sto
n

. 
A

n
d

 I saw
 h

is p
ictu

re in
 th

e 
p
ap

er y
esterd

ay
 o

v
er o

n
 th

e 
islan

d
 in

 G
reece at th

e w
ed

-
d

in
g

 cerem
o

n
y

. A
n

d
 alo

n
e 

w
ith

 m
y
self, sh

e sp
o
k
e to

 
m

e ab
o
u
t tw

o
 h

o
u
rs. 

A
n

d
 I let h

er talk
 b

ecaU
se 

C
am

era P
ress-P

ix 
R

ich
ard

 C
ard

in
al C

u
sh

in
g

 

I k
n
ew

 sh
e h

ad
 co

n
fid

en
ce 

in
 m

e
. A

n
d
 I e

n
c
o
u
ra

g
e
d
 

an
d
 h

elp
ed

 h
er in

 ev
ery

 p
o
s-

sib
le

 w
a
y
. I h

a
d
 a

 le
tte

r 
from

 her that w
ould be w

orth 
h
u

n
d

re
d
s o

f th
o
u

sa
n

d
s o

f 
d
o
llars if I allo

w
ed

 an
y
 o

f 
th

e n
atio

n
al secu

lar m
ag

a-
z
in

e
s to

 p
u
b
lish

 it, b
u
t I 

b
u

rn
ed

 th
e letter. 

T
h
at letter w

as th
an

k
in

g
 

m
e fo

r u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 h

er. 
N

o
w

, w
h
at h

as b
een

 th
e re-

su
lt? 
N

u
m

b
er o

n
e, m

y
 lip

s are 
se

a
le

d
. I c

a
n
n
o
t te

ll a
n
y
-

th
in

g
 ab

o
u

t th
e p

riv
ate, v

ery
 

p
riv

ate, co
n

v
ersatio

n
 I h

ad
 

w
ith

 h
er. 

I tu
rn

 o
n
 th

e rad
io

, 

I h
ear are p

eo
p

le k
n

o
ck

in
g

 
h
e
r h

e
a
d
 o

ff, 
as 

it w
e
re

, 
criticizin

g
 h

er an
d
 so

 fo
rth

, 
an

d
 th

ey
 are so

 far fro
m

 th
e 

tru
th

 th
at n

o
 o

n
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e-
liev

e m
e if I ev

er g
o
t o

n
 a 

rad
io

 p
ro

g
ram

 an
d

 rev
ealed

 
w

h
at I k

n
o
w

. 
A

ll I k
n
o
w

 th
at I am

 ab
le 

to
 tell y

o
u

 is th
is: caritas, 

charity. 
A

 T
urning P

oint 
M

y
 lo

v
e fo

r h
er. h

er lo
v

e 
fo

r m
e, really

 w
as th

e tu
rn

-
in

g
 p

o
in

t in
 h

er life, ev
en

 
though no m

atter w
hat I said 

to
 h

er sh
e w

as alread
y
 co

m
-

m
itte

d
 to

 th
is m

a
rria

g
e
 

m
o
n
th

s ag
o
, an

d
 I 'k

n
ew

 it. 
H

e
r h

u
sb

a
n

d
, a

s o
f th

e
 

present tim
e, has been dow

n 
a
t H

y
a
n
n
is P

o
rt tim

e
 a

n
d
 

a
g

a
in

 in
 th

e
 p

a
st m

o
n

th
s, 

ju
st to

 g
et acq

u
ain

ted
 w

ith
 

th
e
 c

h
ild

re
n
, so

 th
a
t th

e
y
 

w
o
u
ld

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 th

e y
h
o
le 

picture. 
T

h
e p

o
in

t I w
an

t to
 m

ak
e 

is th
is. W

h
y
 d

o
 p

eo
p
le p

o
u
r 

letters in
 to

 m
e? In

 to
d
ay

's 
m

ail, ab
o
u
t th

at h
ig

h
, co

n
-

dem
ning her, condem

ning m
e 

an
d

 co
n

d
em

n
in

g
 th

e ch
u

rch
, 

an
d
 th

e ch
u
rch

 h
as n

o
th

in
g
 

to
 d

o
 w

ith
 it. I n

ev
er w

o
u

ld
 

condem
n anybody. 

A
n
d
 th

is id
e
a
 o

f sa
y
in

g
 

sh
e's ex

co
m

m
u
n
icated

, sh
e's 

a public sinner, w
hat a lot of 

o
n
sen

se. O
n
ly

 G
o
d
 k

n
o
w

s 
w

h
o

 is a sin
n

er, w
h

o
 is n

o
t. 

T
h
ere are so

 m
an

y
 ram

ifi-
catio

n
s w

ith
 reg

ard
 to

 an
y
-

th
in

g
 th

a
t m

ig
h
t b

e
 

con-
sidered 

a
s sin

fu
l th

a
t o

n
ly

 
G

o
d
 A

lm
ig

h
ty

 co
u
ld

 really
 

in
terp

ret th
em

 an
d

 m
an

ifest 
H

is in
fin

ite lo
v

e fo
r th

e sin
- 

n
er, w

h
ile at th

e sam
e tim

e 
despising the sin. 

B
u

t I ju
st can

n
o

t u
n

d
er-

sta
n

d
 it. In

 th
e
 m

a
il, a

n
d

 
o
n
 th

e
 ra

d
io

, a
ll I h

a
v
e
 

h
eard

, ev
en

 w
h
en

 I w
as o

u
t 

in
 S

o
u

th
 D

a
k

o
ta

 d
o

in
g

 a
 

w
as p

estered
 b

y
 ev

ery
o
n
e. 

A
n
d
 all th

e m
ed

ia o
f co

m
-

m
unications w

anted to know
 

so
m

e
th

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
is a

n
d

 
so

m
eth

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

at p
er-

taining to this w
edding. N

one 
o
f th

em
 k

n
ew

 T
h
at sh

e h
ad

 
b
e
e
n
 w

ith
 m

e
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 

d
a
y
s b

e
fo

re
, n

a
m

e
ly

 la
st 

T
u

e
sd

a
y

, fo
r a

b
o

u
t tw

o
 

hours. T
he W

ord C
harity 

N
o
w

, m
y
 id

ea in
 m

en
tio

n
-

ing this is rooted in the w
ord 

c
h
a
rity

. W
e
 a

ll h
a
v
e
 o

u
r 

fau
lts

, w
e
 a

ll h
a
v

e
 o

u
r 

failings. 
F

e
w

 p
e
o
p
le

 u
n
d
e
rsto

o
d
 

Jacqueline K
ennedy. 

I m
arried

 h
er. I b

ap
tized

 
h
er ch

ild
ren

, tw
o
 o

f th
em

. 
S

he 
	tw

o
 m

o
re. I carried

 
th

e lifeless b
o

d
y

 o
f P

atrick
 

D
ag-vier 

K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 a little 
cask

et fro
m

 a cem
etery

 in
 

B
ro

o
k
lin

e in
 an

 au
to

m
o
b
ile 

all th
e w

ay
 to

 N
ew

p
o
rt so

 
th

at th
e little lifeless fo

rm
 

could be buried alongside of 
Jack K

ennedy. 
S

o
 I h

av
e h

ad
 v

ery
 clo

se 
relationships w

ith Jacqueline 
K

en
n
ed

y
, b

u
t it seem

s th
at 

a
ll o

f th
e
m

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 in

 
tim

es of sorrow
. A

ll of them
 

h
av

e b
een

 in
 crises in

 h
er 

life. 
W

h
y
 c

a
n
't sh

e
 m

a
rry

 
w

h
o

m
e
v

e
r ' sh

e
 w

a
n

ts to
 

m
arry

, an
d
 w

h
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 I b
e 

condem
ned and -w

hy sjiould 
sh

e b
e co

n
d

em
n

ed
? I h

av
e 

•tn
y

 fau
lts, u

n
d

o
u

b
ted

ly
 sh

e 
has hers. 

T
h
at's n

o
t" th

e p
o
in

t. T
h
e 

p
o
in

t is th
at if w

e ev
er are 

g
o
in

g
 to

 g
e
t a

n
y
w

h
e
re

 in
 

u
n
itin

g
 th

is n
atio

n
 w

e h
av

e 
to

 u
se all o

u
r effo

rt to
 ch

ar-
ity

, in
 lo

v
e
, in

 m
u

tu
a
l re

-
spect and esteem

 for one an-
other. 

[T
h

e C
ard

in
al th

en
 said

 
that he hoped to receive per-
m

issio
n
 to

 retire w
h
en

 h
e 

becam
e eligible at the age of 

75, tw
o years from

 now
, and 

h
e g

av
e h

is reaso
n
s.] 

W
orld Is C

hanging 
T

h
in

g
s are ch

an
g
in

g
. T

h
e 

w
h

o
le

 w
o

rld
 is c

h
a
n

g
in

g
. 

P
riests are ch

an
g
in

g
, n

u
n
s 

are ch
an

g
in

g
. P

eo
p
le th

in
k
 

the church is changing. 
*

e
ll, I h

o
p

e
 a

ll th
e
,se

 
ch

an
g

es are fo
r th

e b
etter. 

B
ut m

y problem
 is this: I am

 
n
o
t p

rep
ared

 to
 m

eet th
ese 

chI m
an ages. n

o
t a sch

o
lar. I 41/A 

n
o
t a th

eo
lo

g
ian

. I am
 n

o
t a 

doctor of divinity. I'm
 sim

ply 
a hum

ble m
an trying to prac-

tic
e
s, c

h
a
rity

, n
o
t m

e
re

ly
 

fro
m

 th
e
 p

o
in

t o
f h

e
lp

in
g
 

th
is c

a
u
se

 o
r th

a
t c

a
u
se

, 
fro

m
 th

e v
iew

p
o

in
t o

f h
elp

-
ing individuals, like m

y friend 
Jacqueline K

ennedy. 
S

h
e ev

en
 to

ld
 m

e th
at sh

e 
w

a
s lik

e
 a

 m
a
n
 d

riiw
n
in

g
 

an
d

 g
rab

b
in

g
 a straw

 u
n

til 
she m

et m
e som

e year's ago, 
an

d
 fro

m
 th

at tim
e o

n
 sh

e 
alw

ay
s k

n
ew

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 
som

ebody to go to w
hen she 

fe
lt a

b
a
n

d
o

n
e
d

 b
y

 m
a
n

y
, 

m
any others. 
M

y
 life h

as b
een

 th
at o

f 
carita,s, that of love, love for 
all people. 
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'T
ra

n
scrip

t o
f R

em
a
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y C
u
sh
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g
 o

n
 F

o
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er M
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n
ed
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