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. WASHINGTON — The
testimony at the Mary Jo
Kopechne inquest has sat-
isfied Dist. Atty. Edmund
Dinis that no criminal
case can be brought against Sen. Ted Ken-

nedy. Dinis has told subordinates that he -

will advise the Duke’s County grand jury
to accept the findings of the inquest. Twice
last year grand jury foreman Leslie Leland
sought to investigate the case but was per-
suaded each time to hold off.

Leland made it clear, however, that if
he wasn’t satisfied with the inquest he would
again seek a grand jury probe.

o

Edmund and Teddy

. . . first names at last

solemn Sen. Kennedy stuck by his guns.
Without emotion, he repeated essentially
the same story that he had given to police
the morning after Mary Jo Kopechne
drowned in his black Oldsmobile.

The senator swore under oath, according
to those who heard his testimony, that he
had been at the wheel when the Oldsmobile
plunged from a bridge on Chappaquiddick
Island the night of July 18. ;

Clung To Hope

He told the inquest that he had dived
repeatedly to seek Mary Jo but that his res-
cue efforts had been hampered by the
swift current. :
- As he left the accident scene, he de-
clared, he was “satisfied” that the girl was
dead.

At the closed door inquest, a quietly

~ Kennedy Absolved;
. Dinis ‘Satisfied’
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he said that he had continued to cling to
the hope she was still alive. !

This was not the only inconsistency in
the 750 to 800 pages of sealed testimony that
Judge James A. Boyle is now studying.
Those who were admitfed into the closed
inquest say the record contains some con-
tradictions, ambiguities and generalities.

There were no witnesses, however, who
successfully.-.eontradicted the senator’s ba-
sic story. Significantly, Kennedy and Dinis
came out of the inquest calling each other
by their first name. '

Author’s Theory

Intimates say Dinis was initrigued at
first by author Jack Olsen’s theory that
Kennedy had ducked out of the car before
the accident and that Mary Jo had driven

- on alone.

Dinis has now told friends, however,

that he is convinced the senator was at
the wheel. The brake marks, in Dinis’ opin-
ion, were too powerful for Mary Jo.

Olsen’s hook, “The Bridge at Chappa-
quiddick,” traces the minute-by-minute
tragedy of Mary Jo Kopechne,

Sen. Kennedy’s cohorts, of course, were
eager to study Olsen’s findings before pre-
paring their case at the Edgartown in-
quest. ot

To prevent an advance copy from fall-
ing into unauthorized hands, the staid old
publishing firm of Little Brown and Co.
took cloak-and-dagger precautions.

Despite the elaborate precautions, Jack |

Vail Jr., the assistant manager of the
printing firm, Vail-Ballou Press of Bing-
hamton, N. Y., urgently called Little
Brown executive Brad Emmons fo report
that the project had been discovered.

A clandestine approach had been made,
Vail disclosed, to a Vail-Ballou supervisor
from a Democratic politica] figure seeking
a hootleg copy of the book.

Emmons and Vail refused to comment
on whether a bribe was offered, as one re-
port had it. But editor Fremont-Smith ac-
“knowledged guardedly: “It was assumed
that ‘it was ultimately from a Kennedy
source.”
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Agnew Sees Triumph

Vice President Spiro Agnew has tri-
ntly concluded, according to mem-
bers\of his overseas party in touch with
olumn, that his shoot-from-the-hip
~on the TV networks and leading
newspapers have cowed his press critics.

n oyerseas call from the White
the vice president received the

admired erican in the popularity polls
behind esident Nixon and evangelist
Billy Grah

newspapers for their “unfair comment” on
the Nixon adrhinistration.

His idea ‘of fair comment, it now be-
comes clear, \is favorable comment. He
even iried to §ictate to some newspapers
which reporters\they should send to cover
his overseas tour. .

He barred a\reporter from the Balti-
more Sun becausd, he didn’t like what the
Sun has been writing about him. He felt

- that the Sun should\be proud that a native

son made it te thé vice presidency and
should write only i
him.

Agnew Calls

~ Before his departura for the Far East,
Agnew personally plac% calls to a few
newspaper publishers sugggest which
newsmen should travel with him. One pub-~
lisher who received an Aghew call was the
Los Angeles Times' Otis Chandler.

. The vice president suggested that Rob-
ert Donovan, the Times’ Washington bu-
reau chief, should be assigned to accom-
pany him and write about his good will
mission.

~ Chandler felt this was a selection that
should be made by the Times not Agnew.

. “Donovan travels only with Presidents,”
Chandler told the vice president coldly.




