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Nixon sees Kéﬁnedy as his opponent
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after Demo ‘pygmies’ fight it out

WASHINGTON — Down in the dust of
the primaries the announced Democratic
contenders struggle onward toward the
next dreary vote. But President Richard
M. Nixon has already concluded that his
opponent in this year’s election is going
{o be Sen. Edward Kennedy, who would
not touch a primary with a 10-foot pole.

The problem of the Democratic nomi-
nation at Miami Beach is not the kind of
topic on which the President ever makes
pronouncements, except in the hearing of
his highest and closest subordinates, But
those highest and closest subordinates
are talking so freely, all over town, that
there can be no doubt they reflect the
President,

“Of course, it's going to be Kennedy,”
one of them recently said. “What else do
you expect? The Democratic party is up
to its blank in pygmles; so the party is
bound to turn to Kennedy in the end.

. And if the party turns to him, Kennedy
* is bound to go.”

For political purposes, meanwhile, the
important thing is that one may be cer-
tain President Nixon now expects the
“pygmies” to fall by the wayside, and
the third Kennedy brother to get the
Democratic nomination, That raises
three questions:

First, what is the President doing to

. prepare for a Nixon-Kennedy campaign?
Here, the answer is that he has not a
great deal he can do that he was not
doing before. He has always expected
the left wing of the Democratic party to
block any nominee who really gives the
left-wing ideologists the creeps.

With his stand on busing and in many

other ways, President Nixon is therefqre
seeking to"take a permanent hold on the
center and the right of center in Ameri-
can politics today.

The second question is simple: Will
Sen, Kennedy follow the scenario Presi-
dent Nixon has laid out? The answer to
this one is far more doubtful. Sen. Ken-
nedy goes on telling everyone, *'I haven't
changed my views in the least; and I
don’t expect anything is going to change
them.” x

As to the straws in the wind of the
senator’s intentions, there are three
main ones. Most importantly, hg has
been taking a series of far from c@itrist
positions. He seems frozen in ¢ t on
the busing issue, for instance. iuite
aside from the South, it is hard to see
how a pro-busing candidate, pleasing to

the ideclogy-mongers, can carry crucial
states like Illinois and even Michigan.

If President Nixon is right about Sen.

Kennedy, what kind of a campaign will -

it be? The answer to this one is a noisy,
nasty campaign. The loudest noise will
come, of course, from the millions of
Kennedy enthusiasts.

But the Kennedy enthusiasts are a spe-
cial sect, rather like the Goldwater en-
thusiasts at the opposite end of the spec-
trum in 1964, Their cheers will chiefly
serve to arouse the sect of Kennedy hat-
ers, which is also large. Noisy and hasty
are mild adjectives, in truth, But-itis a

- +campaign that the President repoftedly

looks forward to.
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