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ay K
illed K

ing to B
e 'W

hite H
ope' 

A
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T
rial law

y
er P

ercy
 F

o
rem

an
 testi-

fied
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at jsilh

o
u

se in
ter-

, v
iew

s co
n
v
in

ced
 h

im
 th

at Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay alone assassinated the R
ev. M

ar-
. tin L

uther K
ing Jr., in the hope of be-

com
ing a, w

hite hero. 
R

ay
 ad

m
itted

 in
 o

n
e law

y
er-clien

t 
interview

 that his conspiracy story in-
volV

ing a m
ysterious contact nam

ed 
R

aoul w
as a fake, F

orem
an testified. 

In another interview
, he- said, R

ay 
said he left assassination evidence be-
hind in M

em
phis because w

anted for-
m

er p
riso

n
 frien

d
s to

 k
n

o
w

 h
e h

ad
 

killed K
ing. 

"R
ay did think shooting D

r. M
artin 

L
uther K

ing w
ould m

ake him
 a h

ero
 

to
 th

e w
h
ite race," F

o
rem

an
 to

ld
 th

e 
H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee. "H
e 

thought, he w
ould be the w

hite hope." 
D

enying R
ay's charge that F

orem
an 

coerced him
 into pleading guilty, the 

H
ouston law

yek• 
said

 th
e p

lea w
as 

R
ay's idea because R

ay knew
 that oth-

,e.rw
ise he w

ould be executed for the 
A

pril 1968 M
urder of K

ing. 
v-. 

R
ay

 is serv
in

g
 a 9

9
-y

ear sen
ten

ce. 
' H

e
 c

o
n
te

n
d
s h

e
 is in

n
o

c
e
n
t a

n
d
 

thought he w
as participating only in a 

gun-running operation conducted by a 
m

an he knew
 only as. R

aoul. 
B

ut F
orem

an testified that- R
ay ad-

m
itted

 in
-o

n
e o

f th
eir in

terv
iew

s h
e 

m
ade up the R

aoul story for-the book 
"H

e S
lew

 th
e ' D

ream
er," w

ritten
 b

y
 

_W
illiam

 B
radford H

ule under contract 
. w

ith R
ay. 

"H
e to

ld
 m

e th
ere w

as n
o
 R

ao
u
l," 

F
o
rem

an
 said

. "H
e said

 h
e m

ad
e 

R
aoul up because that w

as w
hat they 

w
a
te

d
. 

"H
e said R

aoul w
as the operator of 

a baw
dy, house he, held up. once." 

R
ay said

' In
 an

o
th

er in
terv

iew
, ac-

co
rd

in
g
 to

 F
o
rem

an
, th

at h
e d

elib
er-

ately left behind the assassination ri-
fle an

d
 b

elo
n
g
in

g
s w

ith
 h

is fin
g
er-

p
rin

ts o
n
 th

e
m

 so
 fo

rm
e
r p

riso
n
 

frien
d

s w
o

u
ld

 k
n

o
w

 h
e h

ad
 k

illed
 

K
ing. 	

' 
"H

e said, 'I didn't care. I w
anted to 

leav
e th

em
 th

ere b
ecau

se I w
an

ted
 

the boys back.  at Jeff C
ity

 (M
isso

u
ri.  

S
tate P

enitentiary) to know
 I did it,' " 

the law
yer testified. 

"I think he w
anted credit for killing 

K
ing but he didn't w

ant to be caught," 
F

orem
an said. 

H
e said R

ay frequently talked about 
an em

erging race w
ar betw

een w
hites 

and blacks. 
"I ask

ed
 h

im
 o

n
ce if th

e reaso
n

 h
e 

w
an

ted
 to

 g
o
 to

 A
frica w

as to
 k

ill 
som

e m
ore black people and he said, 

'Y
eah

, I g
u
ess y

o
u
 co

u
ld

 say
 th

at,' " 
F

orem
an testified. 	

- 
F

o
rem

an
 d

en
ied

 h
e reco

m
m

en
d
ed

 
that R

ay plead guilty to K
ing's assas- 

sin
atio

n
. R

ay
 h

im
self su

g
g
ested

 th
at 

strateg
y

 to
 p

rev
en

t h
is ex

ecu
ticaly

 
F

orem
an said. 

T
h
e law

y
er said

 R
ay

 v
o
w

ed
 n

o
 

prison could hold him
 m

ore than tw
o 

y
ears, an

d
 th

at if h
e stay

ed
 b

eh
in

d
 

b
ars lo

n
g
er "I w

ill th
ro

w
 a w

rit"—
prison jargon for a w

rit of habeas cor-
p
u
s co

m
p
lain

t th
at th

e p
riso

n
er d

id
 

not get a fair trial. 
T

h
e co

m
m

ittee p
ro

d
u

ced
 a letter 

P
ercy

 w
ro

te F
eb

. 1
3
, 1

9
6
9
, ad

v
isin

g
 

R
ay

 to
 n

eg
6
tiate a g

u
ilty

 p
lea, b

u
t 

F
o
rem

an
 to

ld
 p

an
el m

em
b
ers th

at 
"you're taking that out of context," 


