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M
eg G

reenfield 

T
he A

ssassination Q
uandary 

R
ep. L

. R
ichardson P

reyer—
form

er 
federal judge, five-term

 m
em

ber of 
C

o
n
g
ress fro

m
 N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a an

d
 

present bigw
ig on the H

ouse assassina-
tions com

m
ittee—

is an old friend. H
e is 

also, unfortunately, the very paragon 
of discretion and law

yerly restraint, so 
that m

y efforts over lunch the other 
day to extract a theory of the assassina-
tion cases from

 him
 in advance of the 

full hearings got m
e now

here. B
ut as I' 

ro
d

e b
ack

 to
 m

y
 o

ffice th
ro

u
g

h
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
's steam

y
 g

lo
o
m

, it o
c-

curred to m
e that the silence w

as the 
story. 

Preyer had declined to dism
iss out of 

h
an

d
 th

e v
ario

u
s th

eo
ries I p

u
t fo

r-
w

ard, never m
ind how

 sinister or ro-
coco they m

ight be. T
here w

as a tim
e 

w
hen such a conversation sim

ply could 
not have taken place betw

een tw
o such 

th
o
ro

u
g
h
g
o
in

g
 p

o
litical sq

u
ares. I 

w
ould not have given house room

 to 
th

e q
u
estio

n
s th

at w
ere n

o
w

 o
n
 m

y
. 

m
ind. A

nd he w
ould not have taken 

them
 seriously enough to suggest that 

they w
ould be answ

ered as best they 
could be by the facts the com

m
ittee 

w
as seeking to unearth. F

ifteen years 
ago w

hen John F
. K

ennedy w
as killed, 

and five years later w
hen R

obert K
en-

nedy and M
artin L

uther K
ing follow

ed, 
I th

o
u
g
h
t th

e k
illin

g
s th

em
selv

es 
represented the .outer edge of the un-
thinkable. N

ow
 here I sat trying to get 

a reading from
 m

y friend on w
hat he 

thought nugnt have been the rule of 
th

e K
G

B
, C

u
b
an

 in
tellig

en
ce, an

ti- 

C
astro groups, organized crim

e an
d

-
yes—

the C
IA

 and the FB
I. 

I don't think I am
 m

erely describing 
a personal turn of events. I think the 
country as a w

hole has experienced a 
certain cum

ulative fall from
 innocence 

over the past decade and a half that is 
going to m

ake it m
uch harder—

if it is 
even possible at all—

to resolve the 
ugly, gnaw

ing questions about the as-
sassinations. 

T
h

e H
o
u
se co

m
m

ittee, w
h
ich

 is 
charged w

ith investigating the K
ing 

and JF
K

 m
urders, held far m

ore digni-
fied and effective public hearings last 
w

eek
 th

an
 an

y
o

n
e ex

p
ected

 o
n
 th

e 
basis of its boisterous beginnings. A

nd 
it seem

ed to m
e to deal a pretty conclu-

sive blow
 to Jam

es E
arl R

ay's claim
 

that he w
as not the killer of K

ing. B
ut I 

still don't feel confident that I know
 

w
ho or w

hat Jam
es E

arl R
ay is, any 

m
ore than I know

 those things about 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. I'm

 not saying that 
I subscribe to any particular conspiracy 
theory. I'm

 saying that I don't think the 
H

ouse hearings w
ill be able to answ

er 
m

y questions or resolve m
y doubts, no 

m
atter how

 fair-m
inded and painstak-

ing they m
ay turn out to be. 

N
ow

 the fact is, as any good law
yer 

w
ill tell you, that coincidence is not 

nearly as significant as the untrained 
are inclined to think. "I could take the 
natural death of any relative of yours," 
a form

er Justice D
epartm

ent student 
elf the K

ing case told m
e, "and ct^-1 up 

w
ith a w

hole collection of coincidences  that w
ould suggest m

urder.7 T
he obser-

vation w
as m

ade in response to m
y ex-

pression of discom
fort over the ex-

traordinary m
ortality rate of individu-

als w
ho w

ere scheduled to testify on 
the assassinations or w

ho already had: 
S

am
 G

iancana and John R
osselli, tw

o 
slain m

obsters; G
eorge de M

ohren-
sch

ild
t, a frien

d
 o

f O
sw

ald
's p

ro
-

nounced a suicide; and W
illiam

 C
. Sul-

livan, the FB
I m

an m
ost im

portantly in-
volved in both the K

ennedy and K
ing 

investigations, killed in a hunting acci-
dent. 

T
he colum

nist M
ary M

cG
rory, w

hose 
apartm

ent w
as broken into tw

ice in the 
past decade, once observed, in the per-
fect phrase, that until all the inform

a-
tion about political plum

bers and bag 
jobs cam

e out, she had alw
ays assum

ed 
her robberies w

ere the w
ork of "honest 

burglars." L
ikew

ise I—
and I expect 

m
any others—

w
ould at one tim

e sim
-

ply have accepted the m
urders of G

i-
ancana and R

ossetti as w
hat you m

ight 
call innocent, benign gangland slay-
ings. T

he good L
ord know

s that strictly 
in

 term
s o

f m
o
b
 w

arfare th
ere w

as 
am

ple explanation for each m
urder. 

Sim
ilarly, the suicide w

as self-evidently 
a suicide—

and the hunting accident 
dem

onstrably an accident. 
I accept it all. B

ut it still doesn't sit 
right, doesn't satisfy the doubts. A

nd 
this is true despite m

y profound tem
-

peram
ental aversion to m

uch of the 
conspiracy subculture th

a
t h

a
s sp

ru
n
g
 

up around the assassinations. A
nd for  this, as distinct from

 the bloody acts w
e 

are talking about, I have no hesitation 
to blam

e the various guardians, so-
called, of the national w

ell-being. O
n 

the one hand, I have a set of facts and 
ex

p
lan

atio
n
s, p

erfectly
 lo

g
ical an

d
 

plausible in them
selves, that argues for 

the culpability of R
ay in the K

ing kill-
ing, w

ith or w
ithout the help of som

e 
others—

but surely w
ithout any official 

collusion. O
n the other, I have som

e-
th

in
g
 else: an

 ap
p
aren

tly
 en

d
less 

stream
 of revelations about the frenzy 

of spite the late J. E
dgar H

oover and 
the F

B
I felt against K

ing and the de-
ranged, obscene cam

paign they w
aged 

to bring him
 dow

n. Intellectually, you 
can persuade m

e of the irrelevance—
the "coincidentalness'—

of all this. B
ut 

still it hovers as a profoundly uneasy 
feeling, alw

ays, over judgm
ent. 

T
he K

ennedy case is m
ore of the sam

e. 
W

e know
 things now

 w
e didn't know

 be-
fore about the W

arren C
om

m
ission and 

its m
anipulation on certain crucial m

at-
ters by the C

IA
 and the FB

I. W
e have all 

had an unw
anted education in the fine 

art of disinform
ation, been treated to 

near-boasting accounts of how
 the intelli-

gence agencies created false realities for 
our delectation. W

e follow
 threads from

 
JF

K
 to the slain gangsters (via M

rs. 
E

xner) and then to the C
IA

 and the hir-
ing of the sam

e gangsters to do in C
astro, 

and there the thread snaps. W
e know

 
that both the C

IA
 and the FB

I w
ithheld 

relevant;  m
aybe even crucial inform

a-
tion from

 the W
arren investigators. T

he  best that can be said of this is that they 
w

ere trying to protect their ow
n vanity 

and reputations or protect the public 
from

 m
aterial they thought it could not 

be trusted to understand—
or som

e com
-

bination of both. T
he w

orst that can be 
said fills the grow

ing literature of con-
spiracy. 

It is an irony of our perplexed, un-
happy condition concerning the assas-
sinations that w

e ow
e m

uch of our un-
ease to earlier efforts to "reassure" us. I 
can rem

em
ber talking to S

en. R
ichard 

R
ussell 14 years ago about the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission, w
hich he had m

ore or less 
thought up and on w

hich L
yndon John-

son com
pelled him

 to serve. R
ussell 

w
ould pore conscientiously at night 

over the piles of printed m
aterial. H

e 
w

as investigating. A
nd yet his every in-

stinct pointed in one direction: to reas-
sure the public—

not m
erely that it had 

the facts, but above all that the crim
e 

w
as contained, explained, less than it 

seem
ed, perhaps, but surely not m

ore. 
N

ow
, all those year§ and revelations 

and disillusions later, this innocent in-
stinct (I insist it w

as that w
ith R

ussell 
and m

ost of the others) m
ay be seen as 

a cau
se o

f  o
u
r d

o
u
b
t an

d
 d

istress. 
P

eople like R
ichardson P

reyer indulge 
only the m

odest hope of reassuring the 
p
u
b
lic th

at it h
as all th

e facts th
at 

should be available to it—
and they can-

not even be certain of providing such 
lim

ited reassurance as that. 
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