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Alternate Firing Site in King 
• By T. It Reid 

Washiastm Post Staff Writer 
A criminal pathologist told a House 

committee yesterday that medical evi-
dence cannot determine precisely 
where the shot that killed Martin • Lu-
ther King Jr., was fired from. 

Dr. Michael Baden, a prominent pa-
thologist who examined medical rec-
ords in the King case for the Select 
Committee on Assassinations, testified 
yesterday in public hearings on the 
assassination that, based on his find-
ings, the assassin might have shot 
from one of two places. 

One location is the second-floor 
bathroom of a rooming house in Mem-
phis across the street from the motel 
balcony where King was standing 
when he was killed by a single rifle 
shot. The other is a bushy area about 
10 feet from the rooming house. 

James Earl Ray, the ex-convict who 
confessed to murdering King, was in 
the rooming house bathroom at the 
time of the shooting, according to wit-
nesses. Most law enforcement officials 
who worked on the case have con-
cluded that the fatal shot came from 
there. 

But Ray has now recanted his con-
fession, and his attorney, Mark Lane, 
has suggested that the shot might 
have come from the bushy area. Ba-
den's testimony yesterday leaves open 
that possibility. 

Accordingly, Lane was elated at the 
end of yesterday's hearing, where Ba-
den was the only witness. "They've 
given away their whole case," Lane 
told reporters. "They can't prove that 
the shot came from the bathroom." 

Some members of the committee 
and the committee's counsel, G. Rob-
ert Blakey, urged reporters after the 
session not to emphasize the uncer-
tainty about the source of the fatal 
shot. "We'll have more evidence prov-
ing this came from the (bathroom) 
window later on," said Rep. Samuel 
Devine (R.-Ohio). 

But such evidence will apparently 
not be forthcoming for three months 
at the least. Under the committee's 
schedule, the King hearings will run 
through this week and then be recon-
vened in mid-November. 

Testimony for the remainder of this  

week should raise further questions 
about the case because the only sched-
uled witness is Ray himself. In Ray's 
testimony, which will be televised be-
ginning at 9 a.m. today on WETA-TV 
(Channel 26), the convicted assassin is 
expected to argue that he was framed. 

Ray has already been questioned ex- 

tensively by committee members and 
staff aides. According to those who 

\ heard that questioning, Ray now says 
he was nowhere near King's motel at 
the time of the shooting on April 4, 
1968. 

Rep. Harold Ford (D-Tenn.) said 
yesterday that Ray has admitted pur- 
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