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Dealey Plaza, Nov. 22, 1963: New readings of an old recording opened the question of conspiracy again 

AU: A Tellnalle Tape? 
I he job was practically done—an 

eighteen-month, S5 million investi-
gatitm by the House assassination com-
mittee into the murder of John F. Kenne-
dy. The panel had carefully reviewed the 
conspiracy theories that have  grown  up 
in fifteen years since Kennedy's death 
and found them sorely lacking. A 600- 
page final report had even been drafted, 
concluding, as had the Warren Commis-
sion. that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
:done, had fired the shots that killed the 
President. Last week, however, a New 
Vork andio expert named Mark Weiss 
Inippcd a bombshell. At an executive 
session of the committee, Weiss said 
there was evidence on an old tape re-
-n-ding that Kennedy had been fired at 
.or times by two different gunmen-
4d thus dramatically reopened the 
iestion of conspiracy. -I don't know 
JW in the name Of heaven we're going 
• handle this evidence in t 
 report:.  said committee member 

'Iarold Sawyer. 
Weiss applied sophistic:lied computer 

.inalysis of a tape recording made at 
Dallas police heachplarters when a mo-
..rcycle cop accidentally left his radio 
.ansmitter on during the assassination. 
erording to committee sources, Weiss 

said he was "95 per cent" sure that he 
let veted four shots: three from the Texas 

.:+chool Bonk Depository, where Oswald 
'lad set up his sniper's post, and one—the 
• ,ext to Iast—from the now famous grassy 
..non in Dealey Plaza where some eye- 

oesses thought they heard shots. 
\ on ■ conspiracy theorists who have ana-
lyzed niotion pictures of the knoll, taken 
luring the shooting. also claim to see 

figures that could be assassins.  

-We now  have scientific cormhmation of 
what people have said all along," said a 
top committee staffer. 

It was not all that clear-cut, however. 
Many people may question the use of 
arcane mathematical and computer tech-
niques to recreate complex phyical 
events from a crackly tape. The record-
ing. buried in the files of the Dallas 
police fur years, was never made avail-
able to the Warren Commission. and 
some Dallas police authorities still doubt 
that the motorcycle was really in a posi-
tion to pick up the shooting. 

Shots: The latest finding is a refine-
ment of evidence presented last summer 
by audio expert James Barger—who tes-
tified there was a 50 per cent probability 
that four shots were recorded on the tape. 
Barger had recorded test firings at 
various points in Dealey Plaza, then 
compared them with the motorcycle re-
cording. The greatest similarity was pro.- 
diced by two shots from the hook de-
pository, one from the knoll and another 
from the depository. But Barger did not 
draw firm conclusions because he could 
not pinpoint the policeman's motorcy-
cle; his estimate could have been 18 feet 
off in any direction. Weiss, whose eqn ip-
went screened nut more background 
noise, says he was able to locate the 
motorcycle within 2 or 3 feet of its actual 
position, and he also detected four shots. 
It was "tantamount to finding a finger-
print," Weiss told the committee. 

Those findings delighted many assas-
sination buffs. "It would seem to vindi-
cate us." said Jeff Goldbert of the Assas-
sination Information Bureau. "But there 
is still a long way to go in resolving what 
happened." Indeed, those who believe  

that a shot from the knoll killed Kennedy 
generally claim it was the first or the 
fourth—not the third, as the tape experts 
testified. '1 don't think this is conclusive 
proof," said David Lifton, another stu-
dent of the Kennedy shooting. "I want to 
see more evidence that the mike [and the 
motorcycle] was in Dealey Plaza." 

Gunman: Even if the recording has 
been analyzed accurately, it provides no 
clues to the identity of a second gunman. 
The committee consensus is that wheth-
er or not there was a shot from the knoll, 
Oswald shot and killed Kennedy from 
the depository. G. Robert Blakey, chief 
counsel to the assassination committee, 
told members last week that his staff had 
done all it could to track down theories 
involving a gunman on the grassy knoll. 
Many witnesses who said they heard 
shots from the knoll have been ques-
tioned, hut none actually saw a gunman. 
Still the committee does plan to run a 
"jiggle analysis" of Abraham Zapnider's 
film of Kennedy's assassination—on the 
theory that Zapruder, standing near the 
knoll, would have flinched unconscious-
ly if a shot was fired behind him. 

The committee planned to hold a 
public hearing on the telltale tape this 
week, before its charter runs out on Dec. 
31. "It's got to be made public," said 
committee member Christopher Dodd. 
"It obviously is causing deep concern 
among the committee." But with its staff 
about to disband, and its members eager 
to close the ease, an extensive new inves-
tigation by the panel seemed unlikely. 
After all the hours of interviews, analysis 
of evidence and televised testimony, the 
committee may end up by raising more 
public doubts about the assassination 
than there were at the start. 
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