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‘Government Is Begmmng to Acknowledge What Rea]ly Happened’

: By Bi.ll Paterson

=, Washington Post Stafl Writer .

The old guard, the zealots who have
"been preaching intg the wind about :
cover-ups and conspiraCies these many
~years, had a rare day of vmdlcatlon

- yesterday. 3 ..c Joe
; “Outwardly, they sat in the front TOW .
of the circus tentlike hearing room
with their overstuffed briefcases, com- -
< plaining about how the House Assassi«
nations Committee®had “stolen., then'

fesearch, and f_deleE anqay its mil-

Tions. Ve R
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.that -has come 'ou
that wasn't alféac

Patriarch of them §11, who'had boycdt-
ted mostw of ‘the prevmus months of
hearmgbé;"' oAl s 'f mm}
But beneath the crusty exterior of-.
the critics was a quief sense of mward
pride, a feeling of" vmd:lcaflon that'
slowly and réluctantly their: theones
and research were: gettmg an ofﬁcilal
"' stamp of apprnva.'l.-“u ge,r ;; ;
! “The govemment is begummg toac
knuwledge what really happened in; .
“Dallas,” said Carl. Oglesby, co-dxrector
of the Assassination_ In.formatmn Bu- .
reau a nonprofit clearinghousé. '} ¥ 4+
'I'he star of the day's show, M’ark
Welss a professor with a salt and pep~
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per ‘benrd and ramrod. . straight bac&g;
“was_not one of their; own,' -He is .a.'
" scientist, one of-the acoustics experts -
. whom“Judge John Sirica called _.in}t.é'
hsten to the Watergate ‘tapes.

“In the world of lawyers and cofi--
gressional hearings, scientists With bxg
* bucks to spend. always :have mure
i eredibility -than freelgnce- mvestiga—n
tors who operate on a shoestring, ;e—
- gardless of what they have to say. =

The nuts apd bolts: of; Weiss’ star-
tling - fmdings—thate\‘new Jtests “had’
iound that a second gunman had- ﬂ.l:ed
“a snot at President, Kennedy‘trom
I ‘U erassy knoll'in Dealey Plaza in’ Dallas ?
' on Nov. 22, 1963—leaked: out:a week '
| '-ago. But now' he,wag. performmgj.or.

~

‘he record at a specially ‘called hear- -
ing after the commttee fhad 'sII b_ut
completed IS WOTK, |3 s e s

- Weiss performed well, very profes--
§1ona]1y not giving an inch as he'said:’

" “hiere was a “95 percent probability” ..

‘that two gunmen had shot at Kennedy

in a'crossfire. If he were a lawyer, he':"

| -quickly added, he’d say the evidence
i ‘was “beyond a reasonable doubt.” 3+
Tlns of cmn'se, is what many con- s
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' “There’s nothing of any "substance -

of tﬁséﬁ; anngs ‘;
main," declared ‘Hsrold Welsberg, j:he i

f;f"-

" hold little truck with their fellow crit- )

L]

spiracists have- been saying ! for years.
. Weisberg first wrote about it in his
1965 book “Wh‘atewasl} I.” Davul Lif-,
- ton, another:: well- known b crit.icf
'rea\:hed a simxlar eonclusiun ina 1967
":ert:ele Jin I{,amparrts.r magazme A\

‘though he maintsineﬂ[ “there’ were 4

three, not two assissins, invo‘lved. m
Lifton found a certain irony init.
%one of thi§ is new to.us (Conspu'acy

-~ theorists),” he ‘said: “But look at it

> this wey It's dlgmﬂed for ‘a lawyer to.
‘stand up in font of a réom and call on
an acoustics experp It's hke an event
that's been plﬁying for iyéars has “fi-
nally gotten. "ar sound track™: " i O
“Jtall added credibahty to Llfton and
the ‘rest..He was. beaming. “A: ‘pub-
“Yisher, he ‘said, had finally - agreed*to
print his book about medical evidence
. in the"gase w‘hich he’s been workmg
- on for? 0. years, Oglesby was alsp in ;
demand! pro\ndmg color commentary
~ on the Public Broadchstiing System.

T
_our feelings,”  said Oglesby “You
. don’t; want to- say, ‘T've been vindi-.

“cated. Nobody ‘can delight in proving -+
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- the faet, that the country was badly -,

" misused by its institutions. But then, -
.it’s good to see:it moving m he right -
direction agmn.‘ FeEe i
' Bt thére was a certaun beleaguered
resentment -among . the: researchers .
 and theorists, many- of whom have de- -
-voted years ‘of their lives to investigat-
ing the assassination. Many : of them

ics, sven ‘less with fhe House Assassi-
- natlons comrmttee "x } e ks I
_ “It's 2 miracle. that S0~ much evis|
“'dence irr the'case has beent“turned up
by a group of freelancers working on
a» shpestring,”<.' Lifton said.- “We -
"V couldt’t be in this room if it hadn’t
"been for the freelance mvestigators

t[;he assassination ‘community, as the
researchers and theorists have ‘come
tobe called, was an odd lot as it gat.h-
ered’yestarday N e (ol %

" Each member “carried a 'briefcase,
stuﬂed “with newsletters and docu- -
ments to use as “proof” rthat his work .

- was the’first and the best ‘on the sub—
2 Jeet.. - T
: Weisberg. who has spent ‘most of
“the, last 15 ‘years mves'f.!gaﬁng the
-Kennedy assassmation ‘sat*.dn . the
_front row, his feet on h1s briefcase, a |
wry snule of’ contempt on his face'as
. he slipped notes ‘to reporters on the
ﬁne points of the case.. 7, v3, %

On one side was "his lawyer James

Lesa.r ‘the* attorney for John Ray,
g ‘brothex’ of James Earl Ray, convicted
-of killing, ‘the 'Rev.-Martin .Luther ]
. King Jr.'On the other was Dr. James
L Barger, "the “cominittee’s medical ex- '
i aminer, whqm Wslsberg ‘has called "s 1

st -
§2

; liar” " -4 Pl PR =t ;
. When ‘the combitted fbroke for'

. lunch,
L <%

the consmrscist.s gathered

FER %, 5% Bl

3 prmts his own books (there-are~slx of |

-out every day by mbil:’

J‘ shoestring, financing his own investi-:

“It"s hard to find a word to-describe v -

around ‘the witnesses, *pitehing ques-
. tions at them, and ¢omplaining among
themselves, “I made those pictures
~they were* showing up ‘there,” com-
plained Robert.Groden, a 32-year-old
" photographic critie. ‘And here they re
not giving me any credit.” e
Wezsber:g, ‘the ‘dean of them s]l held
haek talking only to a few alhes and
reporters ‘A former champion chicken
farmer and‘ Senate “investigator,he
. has worked for years on the assassna--'
-+tion “from his lonely, Waldenesque
"home in Fredrick, Md., alone and with
.httle monetary gain or .recognition.”

. He does his  -own’ investigating,.

R

* them ranging .from “W)ntewasg I" to
“Post Mortem”), .and distributes them
all from his home, sendmg a couple 1
. If'there’s a b1tterness'1n' h ? voide, |
it'sunderstandable. He has lived on a—

‘gations. “The” House". Assassmatmns
Comnnttee 1gnored hun he said yes~
“terday. : PR & R O

+The only tnne anyone from the com-.
mittee got ahold of him was to ask for
“a couple of his books, hé said. And
"then he had a devil of a‘time getting
the panel to pay for them."

- #The only things they” ve come mth
ﬂmt weren't on the public record are
tabrication and cnnjecture It’s a trag-
edy,” he said. “This case has been one .
of the Ereatest causes of disenchant-
“ ment and. distrust with our govern- |
ment. And this ocmnutteeds Just mak- r
ing 11; wurse N T BN
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