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y Jam
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B
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W
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T
he H

ouse A
ssassiliations C

om
m

it-
tee yesterday disclosed that sophisti-
cated

 n
ew

 tests h
av

e m
atch

ed
 frag

-
m

ents of m
etal from

4 the w
rist of for-

m
er T

ex
as g

o
v
ern

o
r Jo

h
n

 C
o
n

n
ally

 
w

ith the so-called "m
agic bullet" from

 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald's M

annlicher-C
ar-

can
o

 rifle. 
T

he linkup of the bits of m
etal from

 
C

onnally w
ith the nearly intact bullet 

fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 h
is stretch

er at P
ark

lan
d

 
H

ospital 15 years ago w
as m

ade dur-
ing neutron activation tests conducted 
last fall at the U

niversity of C
alifor-

nia at Irvine. 
A

 p
an

el o
f firearm

s ex
p

erts co
n
-

firm
ed in separate tests at the m

etro-
p
o
litan

 p
o
lice firearm

s lab
o
rato

ry
 

h
ere th

at th
e b

u
llet fro

m
 C

o
n

n
ally

's 
stretch

er—
k

n
o

w
n

 to
 assassin

atio
n

 
buffs as C

E
 (com

m
ission exhibit) 399 

—
cam

e from
 the 6.5 m

m
. M

annlicher 
found in the T

exas S
chool B

ook D
epo-

sito
ry

 after P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's as-

sassination. 
Ina com

pelling sort of scientific de-
te

c
tiv

e
 sto

ry
 th

a
t u

n
fo

ld
e
d

 in
 a

 
larg

ely
 d

eserted
 h

earin
g

 ro
o

m
, D

r. 
V

incent P
. G

uinn, a U
niversity of C

al-
ifornia professor of radio-chem

istry, 
to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
ittee th

at th
e tests h

e 
co

n
d
u
cted

 also
 left little d

o
u
b
t th

at 
frag

m
en

ts o
f m

etal fro
m

 K
en

n
ed

y
's 

b
rain

, as w
ell as all o

th
er frag

m
en

ts 
tu

rn
ed

 o
v

er to
 h

im
, cam

e fro
m

 an
-

other M
annlicher-C

arcano bullet. 
H

e said there w
as no evidence that 

any other bullets struck the presiden-
tial lim

o
u

sin
e in

 D
allas o

n
 N

o
v

. 2
2

, 
1963. 

Ironically, G
uinn told the com

m
it-

tee, the F
B

I had m
uch the sam

e data 
from

' earlier, m
ore prim

itive neutron 
activation tests in 1964, but evidentry 
didn't know

 how
 to read the results. 

T
h
e W

arred
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 k

ep
t th

e 
fact that the earlier neutron tests had 
even been conducted a closely held se-
cret. C

ritics ch
arg

ed
 th

at th
e resu

lts 
had been suppressed because of fears 
th

at th
ey

 m
ig

h
t u

p
set th

e co
m

m
is-

sion's "single-bullet" theory: that one 
shot w

ounded both K
ennedy and C

on- 

n
allr alm

o
st sim

u
ltan

eo
u
sly

 b
efo

re 
the president w

as hit by another, fatal 
bullet. 

G
uinn said the F

B
I data, finally re-

leased in 1973 as the result of litiga-
tio

n
-u

n
d

er th
e F

reed
o

m
 o

f In
fo

rm
a-

tion A
ct, baffled him

 at first, too—
un-

til after he conducted his ow
n experi-

m
ents as a com

m
ittee consultant. 

"I in
itially

 co
u

ld
 n

o
t m

ak
e an

y
 

sense o
f it," G

,u
in

n
 said

 o
f th

e F
B

I 
d
ata. B

u
t w

ith
 th

e "h
in

d
sig

h
t" o

f h
is 

o
w

n
 tests, h

e rev
iew

ed
 all th

e o
ld

,  

ju
m

b
led

 n
u

m
b

ers ag
ain

 an
d

 fo
u

n
d

 
they jibed substantially w

ith his ow
n 

findings. 
"I w

as frankly surprised to see even 
their data fell right into the sam

e pic-
ture," he told the com

m
ittee. 

N
eutron activation tests are experi-

m
en

ts carried
 o

u
t w

ith
 th

e h
elp

 o
f a 

nuclear reactor and sophisticated de-
te

c
tio

n
 e

q
u

ip
m

e
n

t to
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
 

w
h

eth
er sam

p
les o

f v
ario

u
s m

ateri-
als, such as bullet lead, m

ight have a 
com

m
on origin. 

G
uinn, a neutron testing expert w

ho 
has testified in dozens of court cases, 
said

 h
e w

as h
elp

ed
 b

y
 th

e fact th
at 

the M
annlicher-C

arcano am
m

unition 
m

ade in this country had a m
uch low

-
er an

tim
o
n
y
 co

n
ten

t th
an

 m
o
st b

u
l-

lets. It also
 v

aries w
id

ely
, fro

m
 o

n
e 

M
an

n
lich

erC
arcan

o
 cartrid

g
e to

 th
e 

next, even w
ithin the sam

e box of 20. 
"T

his is not true of m
ost of the bul-

let leads w
e'd ever looked at before," 

G
uinn told the com

m
ittee. H

e said his 
tests show

ed that the "pristine bullet" 
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from Connally's stretcher had traces 
of intiraoity and' other elements, such as silver/strikingly akin to the Ira*. 
meats doctersliad taken' from Cannel-
ly's wrist. 

Similarly, Guinn testitied, a large 
mashed bullet fragment, found in the front seat of, the president's limousine,  
and smaller fragments fOund on the rear floor were clearly;  like tfiree frag-
ments he tested that had been taken from the president's brain. 

Pressed by Rep. Floyd J. Fithian (D-
Ind.) about how' certain his findings 
were, Guinn replied with itientific. re-, 
serve. 

"I would lay highly probable,". he 
told the committee. "I wouldn't want .  
to say how high—whether 99 or 90' 
percent or 99.4." 

At the committee's behest, Guinn 
also tested the bullet retrieved from' 
the home of. retired Army Gen. Edwin 
Walker, whom Oswald had allegedly 
tried to shoot in Apri1,1963. He said it 
was "extremely likely": that the slug 
was from a Mann licherAarcano. 

Guinn's tests also created 'a new 
mystery, however. The fragments the 
FBI tested in 1964, he told Fithian, 
have all disappeared. Guinn said he 
carefully weighed the bits and pieces' 
of metal brought out to him by, offi-
cials of the National Archives last year and not one of them matched the 
fragments, recorded in the FBI data 

"The pieces. brought -out by( Arch-
ives did not include any of the' spe-
cific pieces the FBI analyzed," he tes-
tified. "Where they are, I have no 
idea." 

Elaborating to reporters later, 
Guinn said, for example, that he was 
presented a small container ostensibly 
carrying all the bullet fragments from 
Kennedy's brain. It contained two bits 
of metal, one weighing 41.9 milligrams and the other 5.4 milligrams. Yet, Guinn said, the FBI records showed 
four other samples 'ffoin 'Kennedy's brain, all with different weights. 

In the same fashion, the FBI data 
indicated that it had tested three bits 
of metal from Connally's wrist at Oak 
Ridge National Laboratories in 1964, 
two weighing 2.3 milligrams each and  

another weighing 1:52 in  
container, Quinn g04: 
came with assmences 
that .thii,Was all,the 
Apnea wrist iniftsposeesidot4; 	two other rdeces, one weighing 
grams and the other 1-.3, 	. 


