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Memories and Scars

Dallas

Five

Years After
JFK’s Death

DALLAS—(UPI)—The double window from which the
£atal shots were fired, now with one venetian blind open and
_one shut, looks out like a good eye and a bad eye over the
San Augustine grass sloping down toward the triple under-

pass.

If you search, you can st111
#ind & hole in the curb of Elm |,
Street, where the concrete!
wag chiseled out and taken
off to a laboratory to be ex-
amined for bullet marks.

The grass is green. Five
years ago, it ‘was ripped and|
frampled by police trying to|
find out where the bullets
came from that killed Presi-||
dent John F. Kennedy.

The throngs of tourists to|

the nassassination site have
dropped sharply. So have the |
bitter outhursts against Dal-|
las as a “City of Hate.”

“I'm sure the public now
feels it can happen some-
where else,”” Sheriff Bill|
Decker says.

‘Events that revive memo-
ries of the assassination are
becoming fewer and fewer.
As long as Jack Ruby, the
night club owner who killed

alleged assassin Lee Harvey|

Oswald, was alive, the assas-
sination was mentioned al-

most weekly and sometimes |’
daily in newsgapers and on|

television and radio.

-, ‘Ritby died of cancer in Jan-
uary, 1967, in Parkland Hos-
pital> — the Jhospital where
Kennedy was pronounced

dead and where Oswald died |

Nov. 24, 1963.

"~ OTHERS WHO DIED
Three other men touched
by the assassination have

dled this year, Dist; Judge A,
i D. Jim Bowie, chief agsistant |

trial, died in January of can-
cer.
+ Dist. Judge Joe B. Brown,

" who presided at Ruby’s trial,
died i February of a heart

attack. Dist. Judge J. -Frank ;

Wilson, who took over for
| Brown one day when Brown|.
| was sick and completed the
| Ruby trial jury, died in‘Sep-
| tember, also of a heart at-|
| tack.

Marina Oswald, Oswald's
| widow, now iz Mrs. Kenneth
| Jess Porter of Richardson,
| Tex., a suburb of Dallas. She
‘had two children by Oswald
vand now has a child by her
second husband.

‘Porter operated a barroom
. untll recently. He has sold it.

Marina attended Oswald’s
funeral in Rose Hill Burial
Park near Fort Worth with-
.out makeup and in a pair of
borrowed shoes, She now is
.an exceptionally attractive
L Woman.

But if there is anyone hard-
er to talk to than Mrs, Mari-
na Oswald Porter, it is the
former Marie Tippit, widow |
of police patrolman J. D.
Tippit, killed by Oswald soon |,

after the slaying of Kennedy.

People over the country
| sent Mrs. Tippit a total of
| more than $600,000 after her
i hushand was killed. Congress
let her have it thhout m

prosecutor at Ruby s murder|.

!right wrist and lodged in his

: Commission’s conclusion that

come tax, though she 18
taxed on the interest. A cou-
ple of years ago, she moved
into a $30,000 house with a
swimming pool.

The widow’s second hus-

_band, police Lt. Harry Dean |
Thomas, 46, almost died ear-|

lier this month of a balloon-
ing blood vessel in the brain,
but is now recovering. :
SELLS MEMENTOS
Marguerite Oswald, Os-

wald’s mother, still lives in’

Fort Worth and supports her-
self by selling mementos of

her son. Mrs. Oswald is bit-
r. b
T believe in my son’s inno-

cence. I heard him say he
was innocent and no one has

shown me any evidence oth-

erwise,” she says.

Mrs. Oswald ‘recen ex-

‘hibited a photograph of. a
_man standing in the doorway
of the Texas schoolbook de-

'positery 10 minutes, she
says, after Kennedy was
shot.

She hag called upon Presi-
dent-elect Richard Nixon to-
re-open the Kennedy assassi-
nation investigation. She
hasn’t heard from Nixon.

Gov. John Connally, grave-|
1y wounded when Kennedy |
iwas killed, is almost com-|
pletely recovered from ef-|
‘fects of the bullet which went|
through his lung, broke his

thigh. Connally, after three
terms, did not run for re-
election this year. He said he
would join a Houston law
flrmmJanuaxy

Connolly does not like to
falk about the assassination.
He agrees with the Warren

Oswald shot him and Kenne-

dy and that Oswald acied
alone. i

SHOTS

But Connally does ﬁtﬁ*'

agree with the Commission:
that the same bullet hit both’
‘him and Kennedy. He be-
lieves it was another shot.
Dist. Atty. Henry Wade,
| who prosecuted Ruby, is stﬂl
'pothered by people who want
to write books about the as-|

| sassination,

“QOf course, some of (New
Orleans Dist. Atty.) Jim Gar-!
rison’s people come in here,”
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he said. “I had s o&y
call me week before and[
said he had been subpdenaed

| to New Orleans.

“I never did ‘think Oswald|

| acted alone but I never had
|any proof. 1 always thoug’ht' .
|he was in ‘the window and;

fired the shots. But Ijust
couldn’t see someone like Os-
wald geting up some morn-.
ing: and deciding to murder!
the president without: some
encouragement. But I. have
noevidence as to that.”

Wade’s former chief assist-|

ant, William F. Alexander is|
more outspoken.

1 have no doubt that some
of (them) in New -Orleans
were sitting around and talk-|

ing about killing the: presi-
dent but I havent't seén any
evidence they had any part
in the actual crime,” h esaid.
-PRIVATE PRACTICE
* Alexander is now ‘in pri-
vate practice., He left the dis-
triet attorney in August.
*.4T have sat quietly by and
listenedt o the new theories,
new discoveries, books and
various kooks crawling out ot
the woodwork — but I have
not seen or heard of one
scrap of new evidence that
would shed light on the as-
sassination” A]exand&rt
says. ) H
Jesse Curry, pohce dwf

{during the assassination,

took full responsibility for ey
ery police department action,
including the decision fo

move Oswald the day he was
shot. i
i Curry resigned in 1966 be-|
cause of high hlood pressure. |
/A couple of weeks ago hei
| went to, work as -chief qf se-;

curity for the Texas Bank:
and Triist Co. here.

“T don’t want to discuss the
assassination,” Curry says.
“I accepted the Warren Re-
Itl:N.‘lrt 2
| Retired Army Col. E. T.
Seltzer; who manages Rose
Hill Burial Park where Os-
wald .is buried, feared that
having Oswald in his ceme-
tery would give it a had
name. But that didn’t bap-

pen.

“We are running 500 to 600
interments a year, which is
about average,’’ Seltzer savs.
' “The memorieg of the Amer-
ican people are quite short.”
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“ Governor Connally (partially hidden) . Jackie in rear of car moments before ‘
with wife in front seat and JFK an assassin’s gun operigd up. 3
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