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(1,600) ADVANCE FOR ANS OF SUNDAY, NOV, 223 CAUTION, NOTE DATE, ‘&~ /0¥/

EDITORS: IT WAS A DREARY MORNING A YEAR AGO AS THE NATION'S 35TH
PRESIDENT MUSED ALOUD ABOUT THE TECHNIQUES OF ASSASSINATION, HOURS
LATER HE WAS DEAD, ASSOCIATED PRESS WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT FRANK
CORMIER, WHO COVERED JOHN F, KENNEDY'S ILL-FATED TRIP TO TEXAS, HERE
RECALLS THE EVENTS THE LATT PRESIDENT'S FINAL DAY, IT IS ONE OF SEVERAL
STORIES FOR USE IN CONNECTION WITH THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF KENNEDY'S
ASSASSINATION,

e

THE LAST DAY =
XANK CORMIER

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

(ADVANCE) WASHINGTON, NOV, 21 (AP)-THE VEATHER IN FORT WORTH, TIX.,
WAS 'DARK, DAMP AND FULL OF FOREDODING ON THE MORNING OF NOV, 22, 1953.
PERHAPS FOR THAT REASON, JOHN F. KENNEDY'S THOUGHTS TURNED TO A MOST
AVFUL, VIRTUALLY UNTHINKABLE SUBJECT. _

KENNEDY, LOUNGING IN WIS SUITE AT THE OLD TEXAS HOTEL (CAPS T, 1),
TURNED TO KENNETH O'DONNELL, HIS FRIEND AND AIDE, AND, AS O'DONNELL
LATER PARAPHRASED IT, SAID: |

#IF ANYBODY REALLY WANTED TO SHOOT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, IT WAS WOT A VERY, DIFFICULT JOB--ALL ONE HAD TO DO WAS GET A
KIGH BUILDING WITK A TELESCOPIC RIFLE, AND THERE WAS NOTHING ANYBODY
COULD DO TO DEFEND AGAINST SUCH AN ATTENPT,®

ABOUT TWO HOURS LATER AND 32 WILES AVAY, IN DALLAS, A FLOCK OF
PIGEONS ROOSTING -ON A SEVEN-STORY WAREHOUSE AND OFFICE EBUILDING OF YEL-
LOW BRICK, WHEELED INTO NOW-SUNNY- SKIES-~FRIGHTENED BY THE BRACK OF A
RIFLE,

SA157WX

"FROM THIS TALL, DRAE BUILDING CALLED THE TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK.DEPOSI-
TORY, A ¥AN ARVMED WITH A RIFLE AND TELESCOPLC SIGHT HAD ASSASSINATED
THE 35TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, AND NOBODY HAD SEEN ABLE TO
DEFEND AGAINST IT. '

DEATH STRUCK WITHOUT WARNING AND, AS JOHN F. KEWNEDY SLUMPED MORTALLY
WOUNDED IN HIS OPEN-TOPPED LINMOUSINE--A SPECIALLY DESIGNED LUXURY
VEHLCLE THAT SYMBOLLZED, IN A SMALL WAY, THE POVER AND GRANDELR OF THE
PRESIDENCY--WIFE JACQUELINE REACHED FOR HI AND CRIED:

"OH, MY GOD, TKEY HAVE SHOT MY HUSBAND, I LOVE YOU, JACK.™ WITHIN
MINUTES, A SORROWING NATION AND A SHOCKED WORLD ECHOED THAT PLAINTIVE
CRY s
. "OH, MY GOD,®
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ON THE MORNING OF NOV, 22, A LARGE AND BOISTROUS CROWD FILLED A
ROPED-OFT PARKING LOT ACROSS FROM FORT WORTH'S TEXAS HOTEL,JRWAITING IN TE

ROPED-OFF PARKING LOT ACROSS FROM FORT WORTH'S TEXAS HOTEL,
WAITING IN THE KAIN TO HEAR JACK KENNEDY,

AT & 245 A.¥.y HE APPEARED, BAREHEADED AND SPURNING A PROFFERED Uy-
BRELLA, THE CROWD YELLED BUT WAS DISAPPOINTED BECAUSE KS. KENNEDY

HAD REMAINED IN THE HOTEL WHERE THEY HAD SPENT THE NIGHT,

*MRS. KENNEDY IS ORGANIZING HERSELF," THE PRESIDENT EXPLAINED, "IT
TAKES LONGER, BUT, OF COURSE, SHE LOOKS BETTER THAN WE DO WHEN SHE

LOES IT .M

EVE! EOub MLLED,

INSIDE THE KOTEL, GUESTS AT A CHAMBER OF COMERCE BREAKFAST UAITED.
TEE PRLSIDENT AND HIS VICE PRLSIDENT, LYNDOH D, JOHNSON, WENT THERE
DIRECTLY FROi THE PARKING LOT MkS, KENNEDY WAS THERE, _

"TWO TEARS AGO,* KENNEDY TOLD THE BREAKFASTERS, ®I1 INTRODUCED NYSELF
IN PARIS QX SAYING THQT I WAS THE MAN WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED MRS, KENNEDY
TO PARIS, I AM ~"“”ING SO¥EWHAT THAT SAML SENSATION AS I TRAVEL AROUND_
TEXAS. NOBODY WONDERS WHAT LYNDON AND I WEAR ™

MAIJ J\':;‘\.

SONMEONE AT THE BREAKFAST THOUGHT JACK KENWEDY OUGHT TO WEAR A TEXAS
HAT, AND GAVE IiIlz ONE, ALWAYS SHY ABOUT POSING IN OUT-OF-ClARACTER

COSTUNE, KENNEDY DECLINED TG WEAR IT FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS.

COME TO THE WHITE HOUSE ON MONDAY, HE PROMISED, AND HE WOULD TRY IT
N,

T UPSTAIRS AND, UHACCOUNTABLY, BEGAN PHILOSOPHIZING ABOUT
THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF GIVING A PRESIDENT CERTAIN PROTECTION AGAINST AS-
SASSINATION. '

A FEV ¥INUTES LATER, KENNEDY AND HIS PARTY DROVE TO TLE AIRFORT,
BOARDED BLUE-AND-SILVER AIR FORCE ONE, AND FLEW THE SHORT HOP TO
DALLAS ,

THE “BIG JET LANDED AT LOVE FIELD AT 11340 A .M.

ANOTHER NOISY CROWD was,wAITsz. THE' PRESIDENT, AFTER SHAKING FRE
OF OFFICIAL GREETERS, HEADED FOR A FENCE WHERE HUNDREDS OF HANDS WERE
HELD OUT FOR HIM,

T}ll_.\ ![.5‘_. \.r-

MRS, KENNEDY, STRIKING IN A PINK SUIT AND PILLBOX HAT, AND CARRYING
RED ROSES, WENT TO THE FENCE, TOO, AND OfFERﬂD HER HAND TO THE CROWD,
IN'A DAY OF TRAVEL THROUGH TEXAS, SHE HAD SHOWN KERSELF TO BE A WILLING
AND WINNING CAMPAIGHER,
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WILLIAY R, GREER, A SECRET SERVICE AGENT, WAS AT THE WHEEL, AGENT-
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IN THE JUMP SEAT AHEAD, COMNALLY, SKOT TIHROUGCH THE BODY, WRIST AND
THIGH, TUMBLED INTO KIS WIFE'S ARMS MURMERING s

0if, #0, NO, WO, MY GOD, THEY ARE GOTNG TO KILL 'US ALL,®

AGENT KELLERMAN WHEELED AROUND IN THE FROWT SEAT, THEN SHOUTED AT
DRIVER GREER:

®LET'S GET OUT OF HERE. WE ARE ﬂIT."

GREER TRAMPED O THE ACCELERATOE, KELLERMAN GRABBED THE MICROPHONE '
AND SNAPPED INSTRUCTIONS TO THE POLICE CAR LEADING THE MOTORCADE:

"L ARE HIT, GET US TO THE HOSPITAL If/EDIATELY.™
RS . KEWNEDY, SECONDS EARLIER, HAD BEGUN CLANYBERING OUT OF THE BACK
SEAT AND ONTO THE TRUNK DECK OF THE BIG CAR, FROM A SECRET SERVICE
CONVERTIBLE DIRECTLY B"”I»u, AGENT CLINTON J. HILL VAS SPRINTING TOWARD
THE PRESIDENTIAL LIMOUSIH HE GRABBED A HANDHOLD ON THE TRUWK JUST
AS GREER HIT THE ACCELERATGH. HILL STUMBLED MOMENTARILY, THEN PULLED
HIMSELF ONTO A FOOTSTAND BUILT INTO THE REAR BUNPER, XE CLINDED OVER
THE TRUNK AND, PUSIING ¥RS. KEuNEDY BACK INTO T cz¥ THREW KIS BODY

OVER THE SEAT TO OFFER PROTECTION AGAINST ANY RThER SEOTS,
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MRS, KENNEDY DOES NOT REMEMBER CLIMBING ONTO THE TRUNK OF. THE 'CAR,

PARKLAND HO WAS FOUR MILES AWAY, CREER PUSHED THE PRESIDEN-
TIAL LIKOUSINE TO SPEEDS OF 70 AGD 30 MILES AN HOUR IN A FUTILE RACE TO
SAVE KENWEDY'S LIFE,

A TEAY OF DOCTORS WAS WAITING WHEN THE CAVALCADE ARRIVED AND THEY
EMPLOYED THE MOST DESPERATE MEASURES IN AN EFFORT TO SUSTAIN THE FAINT
SPARK OF LIFE IN THE PRESIDENT'S BODY. |

WHILE THEY LABORED, LET HARVEY OSWALD DRANK A COCA-COLA IN THE SCHOOL
BOOK DEPOSITORY, PASSED SCRUTINY BY A’ DALLAS POLICEMAN, AND VENT INTO
THE STREET--TO KILL AGALN,

AT 1336 P.M., AT PARKLAND, ACTING WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY MAL-
COLM KILDUFF STOOD BEFORE REPORTERS, EYES RED-RIMIED, AND ANNOUHCED IN
A CHOXED VOICE:
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"PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY DIZD AT APPROXIMATELY 1 o' CLOCK CENTRAL
STANDARD TIME TODAY KERE IN DALLAS, IE DIED OF A GUNSKOT WOUUD IN THE
BRAIN, I HAVE NO OTHER DETAILS REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF THE
PRESIDENT " |

SIXTY-TWO MINUTES LATER, LYNDOW B, JOENSON TOOX THE OATH AS 36TH
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

(END ﬁDUANCT FOR AMS OF SUNDAY, NOV, 223 MOVED NOV, 1§).
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