
Anotner marked extra. Aarked when i received. i think it is the entire UPI story.'When the 
local editor told me of it he described this as Jialtimore's legal paper. It seems to be 
f' cial.  Quite something to get the best spot! Less than somethihg to get no single 
order from it. Only ,one of the Baltimore book stores weave dealt with has ordered— one 
copy, Apparently to fill an order. My earlier comment of Dallas/that particular station: 
Still not a sin 	s order, However, the slacking off of orders has given me time to 

make new efforts. I'll be 
interested in seeing if the 
Freep story brings any 
orders. With I exception, 

t_a 
they are the only, dergrounder 

Daily 

C 
ID FINANCIAL NEWS OF GREATER BALTIMORE 

NOVEMBER 29, 1974 riltatithed dialT except Sundays by The Daily Record Co. 
Seeood doss postage paid et Baltimore. Md. NO. 124 

1-K Slaying Aftermath 
Oswald As FBI Agent? 

By nonErsT, M. ANDREWS 
Washington (UPI) — Former 

CIA Director Allen W. Dulles told 
his Warren Commission colleagues 
early In their investigation that 
they had no choice but to accept 
J. Edgar Hoover's denial that Lee 
Harvey• Oswald was ever an un- 
dercover FBI agent. 	• 

In a newly declassified document 
now made public, Dulles indicated 
the FBI 'Director might not ac-
knowledge Oswald's employment 
even had he known it was a tact. 

In the transcript of a private 
commission meeting January 27, 
li)(14, Dulles said bbth the r'Hf and 
the CIA probably would lie to 

i everyone but the President to con-
ceal the identities of their agents 
and informants. 

External Evidence 
The transcript, 'published in a 

new book by Harold Weisberg 
entitled "Whitewash IV", shows 
that the high-level commission in-
vestigating President John F. Ken-
nedy's assassination was troubled 
by spreading rumors that Oswald 
had been on the FBI payroll. 

"What you do is you make out 
a problem, if this be true, make 
our problem utterly impossible be-
cause you say this rumor can't be 
dissipated under any circum-
stances," complained House Demo-
cratic whip Hale Boggs. 

"I don't think it can, unless 
you believe Mr. Hoover, . and so 
forth and st'i on, which probably 
most of the people will," Dulles 
replied. 

You can't prove What the facts 
are," he added later. "I don't think 
there is an external evidence other 
than the • person's word that he 
did or did not employ a particular 
man as a secret agent. No matter 
what." 

In sworn testimony before the 
Commission a few months later, 
FBI Director Hoover and John A. 
McCone, then Dulle's successor at 
the CIA, denied Oswald had any 
connection — direct or indirect —I  
with their agencies. 

Delicate Question 	.. 1 
At one point during the January ! 

27 meeting, Sen. Richard B. Rus-! 
sell, -D-Ca., turned to Dulles and' 
touched on the delicate question 
of interrogating the investigators. 

"If Oswald never -had -assas- 
sinated the President, or at least 
been charged with assassinating 
the President, and had been in the 
employ of the FBI and somebody 
had gone to the FBI, they would 
have denied he was an agent;" 
Russell suggested. ' 

"Oh, _yes," Dulles--replied. 
-"They would be the first to deny 

it Your agents would have done 
exactly the same thing."  

' 
At another point, Dulles said 

it was "a terribly hard thing to 
disprove" that someone was a 
secret agent. But if he were, Dulles 
said, the man who recruited him 
would refuse to disclose his Aden-.  
tity under oath and might eyed 
keep it from his superior. - 

"I would tell the President of 
the United States anything, yes, 
I em under his control. He is my 
boss. I wouldn't necessarily tell  

anybody else, unless the Preside& 
authorized rue to do it," he said. 

A few moments later, he added: 
"What I was gettting at, I think 
under any circumstances, 'I think 
Mr. Hoover would say certainly he 
didn't lave. anything to do with 
this fellow." 

Dtring the 8%-hour meeting, J. 
Lee Rankin, the Commission's Gen-
eral Counsel, said part- of the dif-
ficulty in trying to question FBI 
authorities about what the agency 
did in Dallas after the November 
22, 1903, assassination was that 
"they have no problem." 

Reached A Verdict 
Rankin advised the Commission 

"they have decided that it is Os-
wald who, committed the assassina-
tion, they have decided that no 
one else was involved ..." 

They have tried the case and 
reached a verdict on every aspect," 
Russell said. 

"Yes, we know who killed Cock 
Robin'," said John 1 McCioy. 
"That is the point. It isn't only 
who killed Cock Robin. Tinder the 
terms of reference we have to go 
beyond that" 	, 

The` members seemed to agree 
with Russell's observation that -"of 
course, we can get an affidavit 
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from Mr. Hoover and put it in this 
record and go on and act on that, 
but if we didn't go any further 
than that . ...there still would be 
thousands of Doubting Thomases 
who would believe this man was. 
an  FBI agent and you just didn't 
try to clear it up and you just 
took Hoover's word." 

Weisberg,. of Frederick, Md.;;,a 
leading advocate if the assassina,  
tion conspiracy theory, obtained 
the transcript and other documents 
under the Freedom of information 
'Act attar a lengthy court battle. 

In his book and in an interview, 
Weisberg said the Commission was 
so intimidated by Hoover's power 
that It settled for pro forma de-

I nials from Hoover and MdCone 
Instead of trying to get 'Indepen-
dently to the source of the under-
cover agent rumor while also Apes-
tioning FBI authorities: 

He accused Rankin of engineer-
ing a cover-up of what the tran-
script quoted Rankin as calling a 
,"difty rumor" that "must be wiped 
' out insofar as it is. possible to do 
so by this Commission." 

Jim Lesar, a Washington lawyer 
who helped Ays.;-)e 	with the 
book, said theLoilmission was 
"caught in the situation where 
the only investigators they had 
were those of the Federal agen-
cies themselves, which put them 
in the position of investigating 
themselves. 

"Consequently, no real ill 7esti-
gation was made," Lesar said. 

Rankin, reached by telephone in 
New York, declined comment. He 
said he had no "independent recol-
lection" of the matter without 
checking his volunfifFnfis files. 	, 

Dulles, Russell, Boggs and Bari 
Warren, then Chief Justice and the 
Commission chairman, are dead.. I 


