
This book 
records an 
agonizing 

fragm
ent of your 
life-as you 

w
atched, w

aited, 
and w

ept... 
w

hen P
resident 

K
ennedy fell 

R
A

N
D

O
M

 H
O

U
S

E
 

N
Y

T
im

es 
b
o
o
k
 
r
e
v
i
e
w
 
s
e
c
t
i
o
n
,
 
S
u
n
d
a
y
,
 
5
 
J
u
n
e
 
1
9
6
6
 

N
B

C
-T

V
 b

ro
ke th

e n
ew

s to the 
n

atio
n

 at 1
:4

5
 p

.m
.... 

P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 w

a
s 

shot at ih D
allas. T

exas to-
day. B

lood w
as seen on the 

P
resid

en
t's h

ead
 as th

ey
 

ru
sh

ed
 h

im
 to

 th
e h

o
sp

ital. 
M

rs. K
ennedy w

as heard to 
ex

claim
, "O

h
, n

o
r' 

Y
o

u
 en

d
u

red
 th

e ag
o

n
izin

g
 

m
in

u
tes th

at fo
llo

w
ed

 . . . 
1:53 p.m

.  H
U

N
T

L
E

Y
: S

pecial 
P

residential A
ssistant, K

en-
neth O

'D
onnell gave no an-

sw
er w

h
en

 ask
ed

 if P
resi-

d
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as d
ead

 ... 
D

riv
in

g
 at h

ig
h
 sp

eed
, th

e 
car took five m

inutes to get 
to

 th
e h

o
sp

ital. 
2:15 p.m

.  W
B

A
P

-T
V

 D
allas, 

'T
exas. C

H
A

R
L

E
S

 M
U

R
P

H
Y

: A
 

tim
e o

f co
n

tro
lled

 p
an

ic ... 
T

w
o

 R
o

m
a
n

 C
a
th

o
lic

 
p

riests w
ere su

m
m

o
n

ed
 to

 
th

e
 ro

o
m

 o
f P

re
sid

e
n
t 

K
ennedy. 

2:17 
p
.
m

.
 B

IL
L

 R
Y

A
N

: A
 call 

as b
een

 issu
ed

 fo
r fresh

 
blood —

 B
-positive type. 

2.23 p.m
.  R

Y
A

N
 reads an A

s-
so

ciated
 P

ress rep
o

rt stat-
ing that the tw

o priests said 
th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t is d

e
a
d
 o

f 
b
u
llet w

o
u
n
d
s. 

Y
o

u
 h

eard
 th

e fo
u

r 
u

n
b

elievab
le w

o
rd

s . . 
R

Y
A

N
: 

T
h

e
 re

p
o

rt is c
o

n
-

firm
ed

: 
T

h
e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t is 
dead. 

an
d

 saw
 th

e fan
tastic 

d
ra

m
a
 u

n
fo

ld
 . 

2:49 p.m
.  M

U
R

P
H

Y
: A

 D
allas 

policem
an has been shot to 

d
eath

 tw
o

 m
iles fro

m
 th

e 
scen

e o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

A
 suspect is in custody. 

S
u
n
d
a
y
, N

o
v
e
m

b
e
r 2

4
, 

12:20 p.m
.  B

asem
ent of D

al-
la

s C
ity Ja

il: 
P

E
T

IT
: 

H
e's 

b
een

 sh
o

t! H
e's b

een
 sh

o
t! 

H
e's been shot! L

ee O
sw

ald 
h

as b
een

 sh
o

t! T
h

ere's ab
-

so
lu

te
 p

a
n
ic

 h
e
re

 in
 th

e
 

b
asem

en
t o

f th
e D

allas P
o

-
lice H

ead
q
u
arters." 

Y
ou shared the tragic em

otion of 
an

 en
tire w

o
rld

 in
 m

o
u

rn
in

g
 . . . 

4:39 
p.m

.  S
atu

rd
ay

, 
R

Y
A

N
 

read
s th

e statem
en

t issu
ed

 
by U

.N
. A

m
bassador A

dlai 
S

tevenson: "T
he tragedy of 

th
is d

ay
 is b

ey
o

n
d

 in
stan

t 
co

m
p
reh

en
sio

n
. A

ll o
f u

s 
w

h
o
 k

n
ew

 h
im

 w
ill b

ear 
th

e g
rief o

f h
is d

eath
 to

 th
e 

d
ay

 o
f o

u
rs .. ." 

. . . an
d

 w
itnessed the crisis 

b
irth

 o
f a n

ew
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

 

5:18 p.m
.  M

cG
ce: A

fter tak-
in

g
 th

e
 o

a
th

 a
s o

u
r 3

6
th

 
P

resident, L
yndon Johnson 

w
a
s q

u
o
te

d
 a

s sa
y
in

g
: 

"L
et's g

et th
is p

lan
e b

ack
 

to W
ashington." 

A
n
d
 so

 it w
en

t o
n
 telev

isio
n
 

fo
r th

e n
ex

t six
ty

-eig
h
t h

o
u
rs 

. . . Y
o
u
 w

e
re

 a
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 

sh
o
ck

 an
d
 th

e so
rro

w
 . .. Y

o
u
 

heard the outpourings of grief 
fro

m
 th

e g
reat an

d
 sm

all o
f 

th
e w

o
rld

 ... y
o
u
 m

arv
elled

 at 
the quiet dignity of M

rs. K
en-

n
ed

y
 ... A

n
d
 fin

ally
, y

o
u
 p

ar-
tic

ip
a
te

d
 in

 th
e
 b

in
d

in
g

 
to

g
e
th

e
r o

f a
 n

a
tio

n
 in

 th
e
 

solem
nity and grandeur of the 

m
o
st sp

ectacu
lar trib

u
te th

is 
country has ever given a hero. 

It w
as a trag

ic d
ram

a u
n
-

eq
u
alled

 in
 h

isto
ry

 an
d
 it w

as 
all captured in an unsurpassed 
feat o

f electro
n

ic jo
u

rn
alism

. 
T

h
is is th

e m
in

u
te-b

y
-m

in
u

te 
record of these saddest. finest 
h
o
u
rs in

 b
ro

ad
castin

g
 h

isto
ry

 
—

 w
h

en
 telev

isio
n

 b
ro

k
e th

e 
new

s —
 and then reached out 

to
 co

m
fo

rt a sh
o

ck
ed

, h
eart-

b
ro

k
en

 n
atio

n
. 

70 hours and 30 m
inutes 
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2
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, n
o

w
 at y

o
u

r b
o

o
k

sto
re 
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