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elli's War With the 
Dallas Establishment 

condemnation of Judge Joel.  
Brown and the Dallas estab'  
lishment, and a surprisingly,  
moving glimpse of the char- ' 
acter and motivations of 
Jack Ruby, It is, also, an 
unashamed revelation of Mel 
Belli and his war with an 
establishment that is bigger, 
even, than Texas. 

Bitter Words 
"My words were bitter," 

he admits, talking about his 
intemperate outbursts after 
the jury verdict, "contemp-
tuous of court and city, yet I 
stand by every one of them. 
American justice had been 
raped — outraged — and, 
shouting, and in tears, I was 
its spokesman there." 

It was Eelli's contention, 
and he mustered an impres-
sive amount of evidence to 
prove it — including solid 
medical testimony — that 
Ruby suffered from psycho-
motor epilepsy and was in 
the midst of a brief, but med- 
ically possible, seizure When • he shot Oswald. 

The book makes a case, 
that I had not been aware of, 
for the fact that Ruby's pres-
ence at the incredibly inept.  
Dylas Police Department's 
transfer of Oswald, was the 
merest happenstance: He 
was in the neighborhood to 
wire money to •a stripteaser 
who performed at his club. 
The gun was something he 
always had with him — he 
usually carried a large bank- 
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QAN FRANCISCO Lawyer 
Melvin Belli is a non-

shrinking violet who reacts 
to publicity the way Presi-
dent Johnson does to crowds 
of voters. He bursts. 

It came as no great sur-
prise, therefore, to those who 
have followed his flamboyant 
career in the courts, read 
about the "King of Torts" in 
magazine profiles, or 
skimmed through his 30 
authoritative works on such 
comprehensive topics as 
"Life and Law in Japan," 
"Life and Law in Russia," 
and "Modern Trials," that he 
should wind up defending 
Jack Ruby. the executor of 
President Kennedy's assas-
sin. 

Quielz-witted Battler 
That\Belli, a bright, able, 

q u i e ftitted baffler, would 
provide Ruby with a strong 
defense, and would also man-
age, in the course of the 
trial, to provide headline 
writers with ample opportun-
ity to ply their trade, was no 
surprise, either. 

And neither, I guess, was 
the Ruby verdict: "Guilty of 
murder with malice, as 
charged in the indictment, 
and assess his punishment as 
death." 

It was a surprise to Belli. 
"May. I thank the jury for a 

victory for bigotry and injus-
tice„' he screamed.  He 
.eharged his client had been 
`'railroaded." He said it had 
been a-"kangaroo, court," and 
Dallas would be a "city of 
shame forevermore." 

He promised to appeal, and 
he would have, too, had not 
the Ruby family fired him 
first. 

His book, "Dallas Justice," 
is the appeal, a justification 
for his conduct at the trial, a  

roll. Belli contends Ruby 
had no memory of the actual 
shooting. 

Point of Late 
The Belli thesis agrees 

with the Warren Commission 
finding that there was no 
conspiracy. It rejects the 
p o pu l a r assumption that 
grief over the Kennedy as-
sassination, or sympathy for 
Mrs. Kennedy, caused Ruby 
to shoot Oswald. Not at all,: 
says Belli. It was the unpre-
meditated, unconscious act 
of a sick man. 

The book raises-  a partieu- 
larly interesting point of law 
— one that, I suspect, will 
become more troublesome in 
time: 

Eleven of the 12 jurors saw 
Ruby shoot Oswald — on 
television. B e 111 sought to 
have them excu s,e d for 
cause. Not that he denied 
Ruby killed Oswald, hilt, he 
argue d, this should be 
brought out in testimony. 
Witnessing the event on tele-

: vision could create . prej-
udices and preconceptions. 
His plea was not allowed. 

Also of interest, aside from 
i the merits of Dallas justice 
and the Ruby story, is Belli's 
attack on the. Ainerican Bar 

[ Association, which threatens 
to expel him. This, he said, is 
"like being drnmmed out of 

`the BoOk-of-the-Month Club." 
He accuses the American 

Bar Association of being "the 
apokesman for the insurance-
company balance sheet, the 
right-wing conservatives, the 
status quo:" 

"The defense of a child-
rape case, a Negro in the 
Sout h, a Communist any-
where in America, an =to  murderer,. live Os: 

f Columbus, o as7  
taw, of .leaner, of Dreyfus, 
they always leaVe to the nth-
ers." 

Belli paints with a broad 
brush, and the result is a 
splashy, lively; colorful pic-
ture, portraying a trial and 
cast of characters who became 
a footnote of history. He also 
raises some legal problems, 
some moral issues, and sub-1 

stantive questions of justice 
that, presume-, will eventu- 
ally be decided in the courts. 


