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Manchester Says Profit Is Limited 

• 

By HARRY GILROY 
V eans asanehester. author of 

"The Death of a President," 
\vitt make 'Three or fern' hun-
dred thousand dollars" from his 
history et' the es.sassieatien of 
John F. Kennedy. The memorial 
library named for the President 

twill receive "five to 10 million 
dollars." 
I Mr. Manchester gave this 
I sununation of financial results 
from the book in a talk at the 

, Century Club yesterday with 
[eight book journalists and three 

I
officials of Harper & Row, his 
publishers. The publishing con-

' cern is limited by contract to 
learn no more than $33,000 plus 
'overhead expenses. 

The author was speaking 
about the book on the day of its 
official publication. However. 
the book has already had heavy 
sales and a price War has devel-
oped so that the $10 volume is 
offered in some stores for less 
than $6. Harper & Row has 
issued 600,000 copies and is 
planning another printing soon. 

Mr. Manchester expressed 
respect about the controversy 

iwith the Kennedy family. Mrs. 
John P. Kennedy filed suit to 
prevent publication of the book 
and ultimately forced the pub-

'lishee and author to make some 
;changes in it. The author had 
beer asked by the Kennedy fam-
ily to write the beak and had 
agreed to submit it for approval. 
However, Mrs. Kennedy insisted 
that this was never done. 

Asked if he would "do it all 
over again," Mr. Manchester 
said that when the proposal to 
write the history was Made in 
February of 1964, he thought 
that there would be trouble con-
nected with such a project. 
What he had in mind was not 
the struggle with the Kennedys, 
he indicated, but rather that if 
he recreated the events of the  

weekend of the assassination it 
would revive "the irrational'sm" 
of the time. 

Still, be said that he felt then 
and still would feel, "I cannot 
.refuse." He did net think then 
that it would be a popular book, 
he said. Reporters with whom 
he spoke told hint "it has all 
been done." 

(
j • He did not write the hook to 
make money, he said. He said 
that he had forfeited the second 
serialization rights, which cover 
serialization of the book in 
newspapers and magazines 
after publication in hard cover 
and he said he would not submi 
a claim for $20-125,000 in 
search expenses that he is e 
titled to collect. 

However, Mr. Manchester wil 
get royalties from editlens 
printed abroad. He said that 
this month the book would conic 
out in France. Italy, Spain, 
Norway and Greece, and be fol, 
lowed. by Finnish, Danish and 
Portughese editions. In estimat-
ing how much he would make 
on the book, he counted in the 
European royalties as well as 
his American income, but de-
ducted taxes and legal fees. 

The author told of having a 
mass of paper "larger than the 
book" about all the interviews 
he conducted. He said this ma-
terial would go to the national 
archives and eventually to the 
Kennedy library. "where it bee  
longs." He said he had not de-I 
stroyed anything except for 20 
pages of manuscript which he 
got rid of before submitting the 
book to the publishing concern. 

He expressed regret that, as 
a result of the settlement of the 
court action, there had been re-
moved from the book a forward 
in which he expressed thanks 
for help given by Mrs. Kennedy, 
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson and 
others. 

About the Kennedy family, 
he said: 

"1 feel no sense of bitterness„ 
rather a deep sense of sadness 
that some differences tragical-
ly and needlessly descended into 
a public brawl." 

He added that "all the princi-
pals were motivated by prin-
ciple." and 'he indicated that 
The part played by 	e inter- 
mediarie. 	trpublesom 

Re_ • sing claims of e ror 
tha 	aye been' made 3(ga," st 
tl book, Mr. Manchester s d, 
' o one ever bats a; thousan ." 

e added, "I do not .'know of 
any major error." He said t ere 
were a dozen things of ary-
ings  importance that seemed to 
tall for change. 

ated that he would 
nial;e some small revisions 
when a second edition of the 
book was published. He ex-
plained: 

"The court agreement is so 
binding that before we can 
make a change, it must be 
cleared with the Kennedys." 

Mr. Manchester said his notes 
represented ah accumulation of 
material that was compiled 
while memories were fresh. "A 
future historian might., decide 
that the book' was not a good 
book," he said. "He might want 
to. use my material and write 
his own book.? He said the 
notes would all - be t under seal 
for some future time when  

those involved were no longer 
alive. 

He said that the report that 
the treatment of President 
Johnson in the book was al-
tered at editorial insistence, was 
wholly untrue. 

Evan Thomas, executive vice 
president of Harper & Row, in-
tervened to say that material 
in the first nine pages of the 
book that concerned Mr. John-
son had been shifted to anoth-
er place. Mr. Thomas said the 
book "wasn't written with the  
idea of damning President) 
Johnson." 


