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TELEGRAPH EDITORS: 

UPCOMING SHORTLY ON THIS CIRCUIT IN A COMPREHENSIVE STORY 
BY RELMAN MORIN ON MANCHESTER'S "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT." 

IT IS EMBARGOED FOR APRIL 6, DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK. PLEASE 
GUARD AGAINST PREMATURE RELEASE. 

THE AP 

ADV 6 P.M. EST THURS APRIL 6--NOTE DATE 

MANCHESTER BOOK (200) 

BY RELMAN MORIN 

AP SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW YORK, APRIL 6 (AP)-MRS. JOHN F. KENNEDY SOUGHT SOLACE IN 
THE HOPE THAT HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN THE VICTIM OF A CONSPIRACY WHEN HE 
WAS ASSASSSINATED IN DALLAS, WILLIAM MANCHESTER SAYS IN HIS BOOK, 
"THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT." 

"SHE CONSIDERED (LEE HARVEY) OSWALD AND HOPED HE HAD BEEN PART OF 
A CONSPIRACY,* THE BOOK SAYS, "FOR THEN THERE WOULD BE AN AIR OF 
INEVITABILITY ABOUT THE TRAGEDY; THEN.SHE COULD PERSUADE HERSELF 
THAT IF THE PLOTTERS HAD MISSED ON ELM STREET THEY WOULD HAVE 
EVENTUALLY SUCCEEDED ELSEWHERE." 

THIS IS MANCHESTER'S STATEMENT. THE PASSAGE DOES NOT QUOTE MRS. 
KENNEDY IN SUPPORT OF IT. 

THE WARREN COMMISSION CONCLUDED THAT OSWALD, ACTING ALONE, KILLED 
KENNEDY, FRIDAY, NOV. 22, 1963. 

MANCHESTER'S BOOK, PRICED AT $10, GOES ON SALE TOMORROW. THE 
PUBLISHERS', HARPER & ROW,' SAID THE FIRST PRINTING RAN TO 600,000 
COPIES. THEY DECLINED TO SPECIFY THE ADVANCE SALE. THE .350,000- 
WORD TEXT FILLS 647 PAGES, PLUS CHARTS, DIAGRAMS, AND A LIST OF 
SOURCES. 

LITERARY AGENTS ESTIMATE THE BOOK MAY EARN CLOSE TO $3 MILLION. 
HARPER & ROW SAID THEY WOULD RETAIN SIX PER CENT OF THE NET 

RECEIPTS ON THE FIRST 100,000 COPIES SOLD. AN  UNDISCLOSED PORTION 
OF BOTH THE AUTHOR'S AND PUBLISHERS' EARNINGS HAVE BEEN EARMARKED 
FOR THE KENNEDY LIBRUARY. 
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A GIGANTIC PUBLICITY BUILDUP, PROBABLY THE BIGGEST IN LITERARY 
HISTORY, PRECEDED PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK. IT STEMMED LARGELY FROM THE 



LONG-DRAIrIN_DISPUTE BETWEEN THE KENNEDYS AND MANCHESTER AFTER HE 

FINISHED HIS MANUSCRIPT AND THE Of :TENTS BECAME KNOWN. 

MRS, KENNEDY CALLED THE BOOK "TASTELESS AND DISTORTED." SHE 

DEMANDED -- AND OBTAINED -- REVISIONS AND DELETIONS OF CERTAIN 

PASSAGES. MANCHESTER RETORTED THAT HER MOTIVATIONS WERE "POLITICAL" 

AND AN "ATTEMPT TO SUPPRESS VITAL.FACTS." 

AS A-RESULT OF THE ROW, THE KENNEDYS HAVE DISAVOWED THE BOOK, 	. 

ALTHOUGH THEY HAD SELECTED MANCHESTER TO WRITE A "DEFINITIVE" HISTORY 
OF THE ASSASSINATION. A NOTE ON THE TITLE PAGE SAYS: 

*HARPER & ROW WISH.TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT NEITHER MRS, JOHN F. 
KENNEDY NOR SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY APPROVED OR AUTHORIZED THE 
MATERIAL APPEARING. IN THIS BOOK." 

IN'A FOREWORD, MANCHESTER SAYS HE DOES NOT "OFFER THIS STUDY AS A 

DEFINITIVE WORK." 

. : HE AGREES WITH THE FINDINGS OF THE WARREN COMMISSION. "THE COM-

MISSION HAD MET ITS MANDATE," HE WRITES. "OSWALD WAS CORRECTLY 

IDENTIFIED AS THE ASSASSIN; THE ABSENCE OF A CABAL WAS ESTABLISHED." 

HE IS DEEPLY 'CRITICAL OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE SECRET SERVICE 

DURING THE PRESIDENTIS TRIP TO TEXAS, AND IN GENERAL, HE SUMMARIZES 

NUMEROUS DEROGATORY STATEMENTS ABOUT THE AGENCY BY SAYING, "THE 

CENTRAL'FACT WAS THAT THE SECRET SERVICE HAD FAILED ..." 

MANCHESTER ALSO HAS THOUSANDS OF HARSH WORDS ABOUT TEXAS, AND MORE 

ESPECIALLY, DALLAS. HE WRITES AT LENGTH ABOUT THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL 

AND 'PSYCHOLOGICAL CLIMATE OF THE CITY AT THE TIME OF THE ASSASSINATION. 

HE DESCRIBES IT AS "A STRIDENCY, A DISEASE OF THE SPIRIT, A SHRILL 

HYSTERICAL NOTE SUGGESTIVE OF A DEEPLY TROUBLED SOCIETY." 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, HOWEVER, COULD SCARCELY BE CONSIDERED A PRODUCT 

OF DALLAS. IN HIS 23 YEARS OF LIFE, HE LIVED IN NEW ORLEANS AND NEW 

YORK, IN JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION. THE WARREN REPORT SAYS THAT BOYS 

IN NEW ORLEANS TEASED HIM ABOUT HIS "NORTHERN ACCENT." 

All? 

WITH RESPECT TO DALLAS, THE COMMISSION SAID IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE "TO 
JUDGE WHAT THE EFFECT OF THE GENERAL POLITICAL FERMENT PRESENT IN 

THAT CITY MIGHT HAVE BEEN, EVEN THOUGH OSWALD WAS AWARE OF IT." 

[

MOREOVER, MANCHESTER STATES FLATLY THAT ON NOV. 21, THE NIGHT BE-

FORE THE ASSASSINATION, "IN FACT, HE (OSWALD) WAS GOING MAD." 

THIS IS IN TOTAL CONTRAST TO THEJMPRESSION OSWALD MADE ON U.S. 

POSTAL INSPECTOR H.D. HOLMES, WHO INTERVIEWED HIM TWO DAYS AFTER 
KENNEDY WAS KILLED, HOLMES' MEMORANDUM TO THE WARREN COMMISSION SAYS: 

"OSWALD AT NO TIME APPEARED CONFUSED OR IN DOUBT AS TO WHETHER OR 
NOT-HE SHOULD ANSWER A QUESTION, ON THE CONTRARY, HE WAS QUITE ALERT 



AND SHOWED-NO HESITANCY IN ANSWERING THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH HE WANTED 
TO ANSWER, AND WAS QUITE SKILLFUL IN PARRYING THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH 
HE DID NOT WANT TO ANSWER." 

[ MANCHESTER OFFERS NO FACTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT HIS ASSERTION 
THAT OSWALD "WAS GOING MAD."  

IN HIS FOREWORD, MANCHESTER SAYS HE FELT ENTITLED TO "RECORD MY 
OPINIONS," HOWEVER, PASSAGES REFLECTING HIS OPINION ..... AND NOT HARD 
FACTS .... ARE NOT ALWAYS CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AS OPINION. , 

"THIS $EEPLY DISTURBED" ONE OF THE EDITORS WHO WORKED ON THE MAN-
USCRIPT. IN A LETTER TO TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF ROBERT KENNEDY, WHO 
WERE READING IT, HE WROTE, "IT IS ALMOST AS THOUGH MANCHESTER HAD 
BECOME SO DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THIS TRAGIC NARRATIVE THAT HE COULD NOT 
RESIST TURNING IT INTO A MAGIC FAIRY TALE." 
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MANCHESTER'S STORY CONTAINS A MULTIPLICITY OF DETAILS AND MANY 
EPISODES. HE WRITES: 

--MRS. KENNEDY'S DETERMINATION TO MARK HER HUSBAND'S GRAVE IN 
ARLINGTON WITH AN ETERNAL FLAME AROUSED MISGIVINGS AMONG THOSE CLOSE 
TO HER BUT SHE BRUSHED THEM ASIDE. SARGENT SHRINER, HER BROTHER 
IN-LAW, IS QUOTED AS SAYING, "SOME PEOPLE MIGHT THINK IT'S A LITTLE 
OSTENTATIOUS." MRS. KENNEDY SNAPPED, "LET THEM." WILLIAM WALTON, 
AN ARTIST, CALLED HER PLAN FOR THE FLAME "AESTHETICALLY UNFORTUNATE." 

..•ARMY.  ENGINEERS TOLD RICHARD GOODWIN, A STATE DEPT. OFFICER, `'THAT 
THEY DID NOT KNOW HOW TO ARRANGE FOR THE GRAVESIDE FLAME. THEY SAID 
THEY WOULD HAVE TO GO TO PARIS AND STUDY BLUEPRINTS FOR THE ETERNAL 
FLAME THAT BURNS IN THE ARC DE TRIOMPHE. GOODWIN SNAPPED, 
"OK.. ITS SIX HOURS TO EUROPE. GO GET IT." IN THE END, THE ENGINEERS 
FOUND THIS UNNECESSARY. 

--TWICE DURING THE NIGHT BEFORE KENNEDY'S FUNERAL, AN ANONYMOUS 
CALLER TELEPHONED TO SAY THAT THE FRENCH EMBASSY, WHERE PRESIDENT 
CHARLES DEGAULLE WAS SLEEPING, WOULD BE BOMBED. FRENCH POLICEMEN, 
MEMBERS OF THE SURETE, PATROLLED THE EMBASSY GROUNDS THROUGHOUT THE 
NIGHT. 

..ALONG WITH DEGAULLE, THREATS WERE REPORTED AGAINST PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON, ROBERT KENNEDY, CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN, AND ANASTAS• 
MIKOYAN, DEPUTY PREMIER OF THE SOVIET UNION. JOHNSON SAID TO 
HIS MILITARY AIDE, WHO WANTED TO SET UP SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS DURING 
THE FUNERAL, "YOU DAMN BASTARDS ARE TRYING TO TAKE OVER 

GOING TO WALK." 

--THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE TO THE UNITED STATES, THE MOST REVEREND 
EGIDIO VAGNOZZI, SAID A CATHOLIC HEAD OF STATE WAS ENTITLED 



TO FIVE ABSOLUTIONS IN THE FUNERAL MASS, THIS BROUGHT ON A "HASSLE" 

WITH RICHARD CARDINAL CUSHING. THE CARDINAL IS QUOTED AS SAYING, 

"IF THERE ARE GOING TO BE FIVE ABSOLUTIONS, YOU'LL HAVE TO SAY THEM 

YOURSELF. I WON'T DO IT BECAUSE THEY'LL LAST AS LONG AS THE MASS 

ITSELF. IN THE POPULAR PARLANCE, THIS FAMILY HAS HAD IT." 
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--SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT S, , MCNAMARA FLASHED AN ALERT 
TO EVERY AMERICAN MILITARY BASE IN THE WORLD MINUTES AFTER THE 

SHOOTING IN DALLAS. THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY 

WAS UPPERMOST IN THE MINDS OF NUMEROUS FEDERAL OFFICIALS, 

THE CIA ACTIVATED WHAT MANCHESTER CALLS THE "WATCH COMMITTEE." 

ITS MEMBERS WERE "EXPERT IN THE WAYS OF SILO-SOVIET AGENTS 	"THEY 

REMAINED ON DUTY. FOR DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, "TAPPING FOREIGN 

SOURCES TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE CRIME COULD HAVE BEEN THE 

WORK OF AN OUTSIDE RING." 

--UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE AVERELL HARRIMAN EXPRESSED THE BELIEF 

THAT DEGAULLE WOULD NOT HAVE RECOGNIZED RED CHINA IF KENNEDY HAD 

LIVED. MANCHESTER SAYS, "DECAULLE HAD PROMISED TO MEET KENNEDY IN 

THE CAPITAL 4., THE FUNERAL BECAME HIS WASHINGTON 'VISIT', HE REFUSED 

TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH JOHNSON, qARRIMAN ALSO BELIEVES THAT IF 

KENNEDY HAD LIVED FRANCE WOULDN'T HAVE RECOGNIZED RED CHINA." 

HARRIMAN ADDED THAT THIS WAS NO CRITICISM OF JOHNSON. 

--JOHNSON WAS CONVINCED THAT ROBERT KENNEDY'S LATE ARRIVAL AT 
THE FIRST CABINET MEETING WAS INTENTIONAL, HE INSISTED THAT 

KENNEDY, BENT ON HUMILITATING HIM, HAD TOLD "AN AIDE" THAT "WE 

WON'T GO IN UNTIL HE HAS ALREADY SAT DOWN." MANCHESTER WRITES, 

"KENNEDY DENIES THIS. WHEN THE INTERPRETATION WAS DESCRIBED TO HIM, 

HE EXPRESSED FIRST AMAZEMENT, THEN AMUSEMENT." 

--SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN RUSK AND FIVE OTHER CABINET MEMBERS 

WERE OVER THE PACIFIC, FLYING TO JAPAN, WHEN THE NEWS FROM DALLAS 

REACHED THEM. ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE PARTY DESCRIBED THE REACTIONS 
ON THE PLANE: 

"PIERRE-SALTNUR, I ---T41-AISLERAB 

"PIERRE SALINGER, IN THE AISLE, GRABS HIS WIFE, THEY CLING IN 

A TERRIBLY TRAGIC EMBRACE--(LUTHER) HODGES, NOW SEATED ACROSS FROM 

US, BURIES HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS AND SOBS, TEARS COME DOWN HIS 

CHEEKS OTHERS CRYING-- (STEWART) UDALL SITS NEXT TO LEE (UDALL), 

STARES TOUGH-JAWED PAST HER, OUT THE CBIN WINDOW AS HE TAKES HER 

HAND--(ROBERT) MANNING SITS OPPOSITE US -- TEARS START IN HIS 

EYES -- MYER FELDMAN CRYING -- (WILLARD) WIRTZ MAD -- NOT A SOUND 

OR MOVEMENT IN THE CABIN FOR FIVE MINUTES." 
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--SALINGER, THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY, ORGANIZED A 

POKER GAME ABOARD THE PLANE TO RELIEVE THE GRIEF AND SHOCK EVERYONE 
FLET. "AT THE END OF THE JOURNEY, HE WAS TO SURVEY A CRUMPLED MASS 
OF BILLS AND SILVER, IN A SEMICOMA HE COUNTED IT OUT. HE HAD WON OVER 
MO, AND HE WAS APPALLED." 

AFTER THE SERIALIZED PARTS OF THE BOOK APPEARED, SEVERAL OF 
THOSE MENTIONED ACCUSED MANCHESTER OF INACCURACIES OR EXAGGERATION. 

ONE WAS MAJOR-GEN. CHESTER V.CLIFTON, THE PRESIDENT'S MILITARY AIDE. 
MANCHESTER WROTE THAT CLIFTON TELEPHONED FROM DALLAS AND ASKED 

THE WHITE HOUSE TO NOTIFY HIS WIFE THAT HE WAS UNINJURED. NEXT 
HE ASKED TO SPEAK TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL. MANCHESTER WROTE, THE GENERAL'S ORDER OF PRIORITIES 
WAS STAGGERING. ONLY AFTER WIVES HAD BEEN REASSURED COULD HE DEAL 
WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF A PLOT AGAINST THE UNITED STATES." 

THE PUBLISHERS SAID CLIFTON COMPLAINED. IN THE HARD COVER, 
THIS HAS BEEN CORRECTED TO HAVE CLIFTON ASKING THAT HIS WIFE BE 
NOTIFIED IN "A LATER, SECOND CALL." 

YET MANCHESTER LISTS CLIFTON AS ONE OF HIS SOURCES. 

THE NEWSPAPER TRADE PUBLICATION, EDITOR & PUBLISHER, REPORTED 
LAST FEB, 4: 

"THREE REPORTERS MENTIONED IN THE SECOND INSTALLMENT OF 'THE 
DEATH OF A PRESIDENT' ,.,ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT IF THE ACCURACY OF i 
THE OTHER EVENTS DESCRIBED IN WILLIAM MANCHESTER'S ROOK IS MEASURED 
BY WHAT HE WROTE ABOUT THEM THE BOOK IS A FAULTY STORY OF AN HISTORIC 
EVENT." 

THE MAGAZINE SAID THE REPORTERS USED SUCH TERMS AS "FANTASTIC," 

"MADE OUT OF WHOLE CLOTH," AND "OVERDRAWN." 

ONE WAS ROBERT BASKIN,'WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF OF THE DALLAS 
MORNING NEWS. MANCHESTER WROTE THAT "REPORTER BOB RASKIN SIMPLY 
LEFT. HE RODE DOWNTOWN TO THE CITY ROOM AT THE DALLAS NEWS TO TALK 
TO FRIENDS AND TO FIND OUT WHAT, IF ANYTHING, WAS HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 
IN THE WORLD." 

ON THE CONTRARY, BASKIN TOLD EDITOR &.pUBLISHER, HE STAYED 
AT PARKLAND HOSPITAL, COVERED A PRE-SS CONFERENCE AND COVERED THE 
DEPARTURE OF JOHNSON FOR LOVE FIELD. HE SAID HIS OFFICE INSTRUCTED 
HIM TO "COME IN AND START WRITING. "BASKIN HAD TWO SIGNED STORIES 
IN THE NEXT EDITION OF HIS NEWSPAPER. 



£A121 

EDITOR & PUBLISHER REPORTED THAT ,BASKIN GAVE THIS INFORMATION 

TO MANCHESTER, BASKIN, LIKE CLIFTON, IS LISTED AMONG MANCHESTsERIS 
SOURcES, 

IN THE HARD COVER, MANCHESTER'S ASSERTION THAT BASKIN DESERTED 
THE OVERWHELMING NEWS STORY AT PARKLAND HOSPITAL "TO TALK TO FRIENDS" 
REMAINS AS 'IT APPEARED IN LOOK. 

A ONE—WORD CHANGE HAS BEEN MADE IN THE AUTHOR'S ASSERTION, 

AS IT APPEARED IN LOOK, THAT THE PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN OF JOHNSON BEING 

SWORN IN AS PRESIDENT "DID NOT RECORD THE PRESENCE OF A SINGLE 

MALE KENNEDY AIDE." 

THE BOSTON GLOBE RECENTLY PUBLISHED A PHOTOGRAPH OF KENNETH 

O'DONNELL STANDING CLOSE TO MRS. KENNEDY DURING THE CEREMONY. FURTHER, 

O'DONNELL ANSWERED "I WAS" WHEN HE TESTIFIED BEFORE THE WARREN 

COMMISSION AND WAS ASKED WHETHER-HE WAS PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY. 

I 

• IN THE HARD COVER, "SINGLE MALE KENNEDY AIDE" HAS BEEN CHANGED 

TO A "SINGLE MAJOR KENNEDY AIDE."  

THIS REPORTER CALLED MANCHESTER'S ATTENTION TO THE TESTIMONY ON 

THIS POINT GIVEN BY O'DONNELL. THE AUTHOR REPLIED, "YES, KENNY 

TOLD ME THAT, TOO. BUT I HAVE TO BELIEVE THE PEOPLE WHO SAW HIM IN 

THE CORRIDOR OUTSIDE." 

A QUOTATION ATTRIBUTED TO MRS. KENNEDY ALSO HAS BEEN CHANGED 

FROM WHAT APPEARED IN LOOK.. WHEN SEVERAL PERSONS' TRIED TO PERSUADE 

HER TO CHANGE OUT OF HER BLOOD—DRENCHED CLOTHING, SHE REFUSED, AND 

THE MAGAZINE HAS HER SAYING, "LET THEM SEE THE HORROR." IN THE BOOK, 

THIS HAS BECOME, "LET THEM SEE WHAT THEY HAVE DONE." 

A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PUBLISHERS SAID OF THIS, "WELL, SHE 
MAY HAVE SAID BOTH AND WE LIKED THE SECOND ONE BATTER.* 

THERE APPEARS ALSO TO BE A DISCREPANCY BETWEEN MANCHESTER AND 
O'DONNELL WITH RESPECT TO HOW MUCH WHISKY,- IF ANY, MRS, KENNEDY 
DRANK ON THE FLIGHT-FROM DALLAS TO WASHINGTON, MANCHESTER WRITES 
THAT SHE DRAINED TWO GLASSES. BUT 'WHEN O'DONNELL APPEARED BEFORE 
THE WARREN COMMISSION, THERE WAS THIS EXCHANGE: 



Q. "III SHE HAVE ANYTHING TO EAT ON THE TRIP BACK?" 
A. "NO; I THINK WE BOTH HAD A DRINK. I TRIED TO GET HER 

TO TAKE A GOOD STRONG DRINK. I HAD NOT MUCH LUCK." 
Q. "SHE DRANK PART BUT NOT ALL?" 
A. "AS I RECOLLECT, SHE JUST WANTED TO TALK." 

END • ADV 6 P.M. EST THURS APRIL 6--NOTE DATE--SENT MARCH 24, 
WH-TA92SPES 

TIANGIMSTLX DIME ADV270 

NEW YORK MANCHESTER BOOK MOVED IN ADVANCE AS A115-21 MARCH 24 
ADD: TO TALKS." 

THE DEFENSE-DEPARTMENT ISSUED A STATEMENT TODAY CHALLENGING 
TWO REFERENCES IN THE BOOK. 

IN REGARD TO THE FLASHING OF AN ALERT TO MILITARY BASES AFTER 
THE SHOOTING, THE DEPARTMENT SAID: 

"THE JOINT STAFF DID NOT ORDER ANY CHANGE IN THE STATE 
OF ALERT OF THE ARMED FORCES FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY. HOWEVER, THE JOINT STAFF DID SEND A MESSAGE TO THE 
COMMANDS INFORMING THEM OF THE ASSASSINATION AND CAUTIONING.THAT 
THEY SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY ON THE ALERT, ROUTINE POSTURE REMAINED 
IN EFFECT. 

."ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL CHANGE IN STATE OF ALERT, 
SOME COMMANDS DID ON THEIR OWN INITIATIVE TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS. 
SAC WAS ONE WHICH TIGHTENED UP FOR A FEW HOURS BEFORE RELAXING." 

A PENTAGON SPOKESMAN SAID THAT IF MCNAMARA ORDERED AN ALERT 
HE NORMALLY WOULD TRANSMIT SUCH AN ORDER THROUGH THE JOINT STAFF. 

THE PENTAGON CALLED 'UNTRUE" STATEMENTS SUGGESTING THAT 
COMMUNICATIONS WERE FOULED UP AND THAT JOHNSON DID NOT KNOW THE 
PROCEDURES FOR AUTHORIZING NUCLEAR RETALIATION IN EVENT OF AN 
ATTACK. 

THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID JOHNSON "DID KNOW WHAT 
TO DO AND THE WHITE HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS DID NOT BREAK DOWN." 

REFERRING TO EVENTS ON NOV. 22, 1963, WHEN KENNEDY 
WAS ASSASSINATED, THE PENTAGON STATEMENT SAID: 

"ON THAT DATE, PRESIDENT JOHNSON AS VICE PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT 
WAS-FULLY AWARE OF THE PROCEDURES USED TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN RETALIATION AGAINST AN ATTACK ON THE UNITED 
STATES. 	. 

"GOVERNMENTAL COMOUNICATIONS, MILITARY AND CIVIL, WERE FULLY 
OPERATIONAL AT ALL IDES AND WERE FAR IN EXCESS OF ANY REQUIREMENT 
ARISING OUT OF ANY SECURITY EMERGENCY. THOSE SECURE 
COMMUNICATIONS OPERATE INDEPENDENTLY OF COMMERCIAL SYSTEMS." 
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