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W
ar A

lert at O
K

 D
eath

 T
old

 
ty the A

ssociated P
ress- and 

U
nited P

ress international 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 P
resi-

_ dent K
ennedy's assassina- 

tio
n
 p

recip
itated

 a tw
o
-

hour telephone blackout 
in W

ashington that could 
have m

eant the difference 
betw

een survival and de- 
feat if R

u
ssia h

ad
 b

een
 

p
lo

ttin
g
 n

u
c
le

a
r w

a
r, 

lli a m
 M

an
ch

ester's 
"T

h
e D

eath
 o

f a P
resi-

dent" discloses. 
T

he book, to be published 
A

pril 6 after m
onths of con-

troversy, says that the A
rm

y 
S

ig
n
al C

o
rp

s still h
as n

o
t 

b
een

 g
iv

en
 th

e g
o
-ah

ead
 to

 
lin

k
 th

e h
o

m
es o

f all v
ital 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficials to

 an
 

em
ergency telephone s y s-

tem
, even though it has the 

equipm
ent and expertise. 

F
ears o

f an
 in

tern
atio

n
al 

plot to overthrow
 the U

nited 
S

tates governm
ent prom

pted 
S

ecretary of D
efense R

obert 
S

. M
cN

am
ara to alert every 

A
m

erican
  m

ilitax
y
 b

ase 
around the w

orld the m
inute 

h
e h

eard
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 

been shot in D
aily, M

anches-
ter also says. 

"B
y every readable signal 

the situation w
as very red," 

M
an

ch
ester w

rite s, "w
ith

 
both the P

resident and V
ice 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 six

 cab
in

et 
m

em
b
ers o

u
t o

f W
ash

in
g
-

to
n
." 

M
cN

am
ara "kept his head 

a
n

d
 m

a
d
e
 a

ll th
e
 rig

h
t 

m
o
v
e
s" e

v
e
n
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 

learn
ed

 th
at K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as 
dead, the $10 book says. T

he 
w

o
rld

w
id

e
 w

a
rn

in
g
 to

ld
 

A
m

erican
 m

ilitary
 co

m
-

m
anders, "T

his is the tim
e to 

be especially alert. 
	

_
 

T
he 	

president, L
yndon 

Jo 
• o

n
, is q

u
o
te

d
 in

 th
e
 

b: tic as saying "T
here m

ight 
se w

ar" if A
m

erican
s b

e-
cam

e aroused by suspicions 
th

at S
o
v
iet P

rem
ier K

h
ru

-
hchev and F

idel C
astro had 

'red to kill K
ennedy. 

It w
as th

e "w
ild

 ru
m

o
rs" 

a
b
o
u
t a

 c
o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 th

a
t 

P
IT

T
S

B
U

R
G

H
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W
illiam

 M
anchester's "T

he 
D

eath
 o

f a P
resid

en
t" w

en
t 

o
n
 sale y

esterd
ay

 in
 P

itts-
b
u
rg

h
's th

ree m
ajo

r d
ep

art-
m

en
t sto

res —
 at least six

 
days prem

aturely. 
A

 spokedm
an for H

orne's 
d

ep
artm

en
t sto

re b
lam

ed
 a 

"h
o
rrib

le m
istak

e" o
n
 th

e 
p
art o

f H
arp

er &
 R

o
w

, th
e 

book's publisher, for the pre-
m

ature release. 
"A

 b
in

d
ery

 o
f H

arp
er &

 
R

ow
 released the books pre-

m
atu

rely
 to

 a W
est C

o
ast 

s
h
ip

p
e
r d

e
liv

e
rin

g
 to

 
K

aufm
ann's d e p ar tm

 e n  

sto
re in

 P
itts b

u
r g

 h
," th

e 
H

om
e's spokesm

an said. 
"K

au
fm

an
n
's refu

sed
 to

 
hold up placing the books on 
sale an

d
 ad

v
ertised

 in
 S

u
n
-

d
ay

's n
ew

sp
ap

ers th
at th

e 
book w

ould go on sale M
on-

day," the H
om

e's spokesm
an 

aid. 
S

o H
arper &

 R
ow

 hired a 
sp

ecial tru
ck

 an
d
 d

eliv
ered

 
2

,5
0

0
 v

o
lu

m
e
s e

a
c
h

 to
 

H
orne's and G

im
bel's before 

th
e sto

res' o
p

 en
in

 g hour 
M

onday m
orning. 

T
he book is scheduled to be 

p
laced

 o
n
 sale in

 S
an

 F
ran

-
cisco A

pril 7. 

T
h
e au

th
o
r say

s th
e m

o
st 

sinister developm
ent w

as the 
g
rad

u
al b

lack
o
u
t o

f C
h
esa-

p
eak

e an
d
 P

o
to

m
ac T

ele-
p

h
o

n
e C

o
. serv

ice in
 th

e 
W

ashington area, suggesting 
m

assive sabotage. A
ctually it 

w
as due to an unprecedented 

load of calls betw
een 2 p.m

. 
w

h
en

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as p
ro

-
n
o
u
n
ced

 d
ead

 an
d
 

4
 p

.m
. 

w
h

en
 

governm
ent w

orkers 
began going hom

e. 
In

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
, a sp

o
k
es-

m
an for the C

hesapeake and 
P

otom
ac T

elephone C
o. re-

j e c t e d the contention that 
there w

as a phone blackout. 
"T

here w
as unusually heavy 

volum
e," lie said, "but actu-

ally the only effect w
as that 

th
e
 d

ia
l to

n
e
 w

a
s a

 little
 

slow
." 

T
h
e D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t 

w
ould only say: "T

here have 
been no m

iliary com
m

unica-
tio

n
s b

lack
o

u
ts. M

ilitary
  com

m
unications 	

facilities 
are, and have been, consid-
ered to be adequate." 

M
o

st in
c
re

d
ib

le
 o

f a
ll, 

M
an

ch
ester say

s, Jo
h

n
 so

n
 

d
id

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

 th
e C

ab
in

et's 
w

h
ereab

o
u

ts w
h

en
 h

e b
e-

cam
e P

resident and had nev-
e
r b

e
e
n
 in

fo
rm

e
d
 a

b
o
u
t 

p
ro

ced
u

re to
 fo

llo
w

 in
 th

e 
case 

o
f n

u
clear attack

, in
-

stru
ctio

n
s fo

r w
h

ich
 w

ere 
c
o
n
ta

in
e
d
 in

 a
 fo

o
tb

a
ll 

shaped case aboard the P
res-

idential jet. 
If w

ar h
ad

 m
aterialized

 
"th

e co
u
n
try

 's retaliato
ry

 
arsenal could be spiked" un-
til Johnson w

as briefed. 

O
N

 A
L

E
R

T
 

"H
a
d
 R

u
ssia

 a
tta

c
k
e
d
 

acro
ss th

e D
E

W
 L

in
e, th

e 
g

reatest m
ilitary

 estab
lish

-
m

en
t in

 th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f th

e 
w

orld m
ight easily have been 

m
usclebound during the 15 

fatefu
l m

in
u

tes o
f w

arn
in

g
 

tim
e and perhaps even after-

w
ard, w

hen second-strike ca-
pacity becam

e a factor," the 
book asserts. 
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A
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E

M
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brought the W
arren C

om
m

is- lesson of N
ov. 23, 1963, has 

sion into existence, M
anches- yet to be learned, M

anches- 
ter says. 	

ter w
rites. 

T
h
e co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
s sn

afu
 "A

 stu
d
y
 o

f th
at aftern

o
o
n
 

1.4.77N
M

ER
&

L
',..T

.R
o
ffrazu

m
fo

g
raram

sm
 su

g
g
ests th

at in
 an

y
 d

isaster 
I o

n
 a w

o
rk

d
ay

 co
m

m
ercial 

telep
h
o
n
es w

o
u
ld

 b
eco

m
e 

B
ook S

 ate by M
istake 

• 

highly unreliable," according 
t  o M

anchester. 


