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Why OK 

Went to 

Dallas 
!CHICAGO — 	Carl 

T1 Rowan, former director of 
the United States Informs. 
ton Agency, has taken issue 
with :William Manchester, 
author of the controversial 
book "Death of a President," 
on the reasons for the late 
President Kennedy's fatal 
Irici to Dallas,' 

PoFan's column ,apPe:ars 
regularly in the Examiner., 

:Rowan, writing in the cur 
.renflssue of Ebony, a lead-
ing ,Negro weekly, 'said ken-
nedy went to Dallas because 
of his concern !for the Negro, 

;Manchester said Kennedy 
went tn. Texas.to path up a 
political.. feud On which then 
Vice.. president . Lyndon 
JOhrison had requested help. 

:Rowan said "Ile thought 
his -.'fiiitsion was to r,04170  
the sanity of the American 

'Ile -.was the target of 
°lent:suspicions and raw. hos- 

tility on the part of millions 
of white Americans who :  
argued that he had gone 'tea 
far in the support of the Ne-
gro," Rowan wrote. 

He quotes Kennedy in a 
conversation on Nov. 20, two 
days before his" assassina-
tion: "Hatred is spreading 
across the Country like -a 
plague, The 'bigots ... are 
like a plague." 

"I have made up my mind 
that a President- is obligated 
to use the prestige of his of-
fice to try to halt this 
damned madness." 

"I have concluded that I 
am partly to blame because I 
haven't got out among the 
people" enough. I'M going to 
Texas tomorrow partly be-
cause I belieire it is some-
thing I am ohligated.to do." 

Rowan concludes, "Those 
words by President 'Kennedy, 
only hours before his tragic 
Journey, are not in accord 
With the reasons for the• trip 
given by Manchester in his 
controversial book." 

The conversation with Ken-I 
nedy occurred in Washington, 
when Rowan, then ambassa-.: 
dor to Finland, reported on 
his first six months as the, 
U.S. ambassador to the coun-
try, Rowan said. 


