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NEW YORK, FEE. 13 CAP]-TEN DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN F. KENNEDY, HIS WIDOW WROTE SOVIET-PREMIER NIKITA S. 

KHRUSHCHEV, "YOU' AND H WERE ADVERSARIES, BUT YOU'WERE ALLIED IN A 

DETERMINATION TEAT THE WORLD SHOULD NOT BE BLOWN UP," 

MRS. KENNEDY'S LETTER TO TEE RUSSIAN.  LEADER SAID SHE WAS CERTAIN 

THAT PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON WOULD CONTINUE THIS POLICY. 

THE LETTER, DATED DEC. 1, 19G3, APPEARS IN THE FOURTH AND . FINAL 

INSTALLMENT OF LOOK MAGAZINE'S .SERIALIZATION OF THE BOOK, THE 

DEATH OF A PRESIDENT,' BY WILLIAM MANCHESTER. WRITING THE -LETTER, 

MANCHESTER SAID, WAS ONE OF MRS. KENNEDY'S LAST ACTIONS IN THE WHITE 

HOUSE.• 

SHE BEGAN IT BY THANHING KHRUSHCHEV FOR SENDING HIS DEPUTY,  
ANASTAS I, MIKOYAN, TO REPRESENT HIM AT THE PRZSIDENTIS FUNERAL, 

SHE SAID SHE HAD READ THAT MRS. KERUSECHEV "HAD TEARS IN HER 

EYES" WHEN SHE SIGNED TEE BOOK OFMOURNING AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN 

MOSCOW AND ADDED, "PLEASE THANK HER FOR THAT." 
BUT THE BURDEN OF HER LETTER WAS POLITICAL. 

"I KNOW THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON WILL CONTINUE THE POLICY IN 

WHICH MY HUSBAND SO DEEPLY BELIEVED--A POLICY OF CONTROL AND 

RESTRAINT-AND HE WILL NEED YOUR HELP,' NRS'i, KENNEDY WROTE. 

REFERRING TO TEE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KENNEDY AND KHRUSHCHEV, 

•.SHE SAID, "YOU RESPECTED'EACH OTHER AND qouLD.  DEAL WITH HEACE 

0THEI•W• _WHAT TROUBLED HER 'HUSBAND, 	S. KENNEDY WROTE, WAS THE 

DANGER.THATWAR NIGHT BE SET OFF NOT SO MUCH EY THE DIG NEN AS BY 

THE, LITTLE ONES." . 

.)<ENpEDY AND KHRUSHCHEV NET IN VIENNA IN JUNE, 1961. MS. 

• KENNEDY'S LETTER RECALLED THE *KINDNESS' EXTENDED TOHER• HUSBAND 

AND HERSELF BY THE SOVIET LEADER AND HIS WIFE AT THAT CONFERENCE. 

ON OCT. 16i 1564, MOSCOW ANNOUNCED THAT KHRUSHCHEV HAD 

BEEN DISPOSED. 

IN TEE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF MANCHESTER'S BOOK, HE REPORTS: 

--JOHNSON HAD 'TENTATIVELY" DECIDED TEAT A COMMISSION COMPOSED 

EXCLUSIVELY OF TEXANS SHOULD BE ORGANIZED TO INVESTIGATE 

KENNEDY'S. ASSASSINATION. DEPUTY ATTY. GEN. NICHOLAS XATZENEACH, 



LATER NAMEfATTORNEY GENERAL, LEARNED OF THIS PLAN TO EIS HORROR ? " 

AND DISCUSSED IT WITH WASHINGTON. ATTORNEY ABE FORTAS4 NOW •A 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, WHO CALLED TEE PLAN •A "GHASTLY MISTAKE.' 

--ATTY.-GEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY ARRIVED LATE FOR JOHNSON'S 

FIRST CABINET MEETING AND ENTERED THE ROOM WHILE THE PRESIDENT WAS 

SPEJUING. SEVERAL MEMBERS, ROSE, SHOOK ENDS WITH KENNEDY, OR 

CLAPPED HIM ON THE BACK,. 

TEE BOOK REPORTS THAT JOHNSON SAID HE HAD HEARD KENNEDY DELIBERATELY 

.INTERRUPTED THE MEETING. KENNEDY DENIS THIS. 

NONETHELESS, JOHNSON PELT THAT KENNEDY 'DESTROYED'• THE 

EFFECT OF WHAT HE WAS SAYINO.:MANCEESTERQUOTES ONE OF THOSE 

PRESENT AS SAYING, "THERE WAS REAL BITTERNESS IN LYNDON'SVOICE 

ON ThIS'ONE." 

MRS. KENNEDY PLACED TWO OF HER CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO HER .HUSBAND 

• IN THE COFFIN BEFORE IT WAS SEALED, ALONG WITH LETTERS FROM 

HERSELF AND HER DAUGHTER CAROLINE AND AN ILLEGIBLE SCRAWL PENCILLED • 

EY HER SON, JOHN- , 

THE GIFTS WERE AN $833 PAIR OF CUFFLINKS AND A SCRIMSHAW, 

A DECORATION.  CARVED FROM WHALE BONE. IT BORE THE PRESIDENTIAL 

SEAL, 

'YOU MUST WRITE A LETTER TO DADDY AND TELL HI HOW MUCH YOU 

LOVE HIM," MRS. KENNEDY TOLD CAROLINE.' TEE LITTLE GIRL THEN HELD 

HER BROTHER'S HAND AND HELPED HIM SCRIBBLE SONE WORDS. 
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ROBERT KENNEDY ACCOMPANIED HER TO THE ROOM IN THE WRITE HOUSE 

WHERE THE COFFIN RESTED. HRS. KENNEDY PLACED TEE TEREEIETTERS AND 

TWO ;GIFTS IN IT. 	HER BROTHER-IN-.LAW PUT BESIDE THEN A SILVER 

ROSARY GIVEN HIM BY HIS WIFE, ETHEL, AT THEIR WEDDING. THEN 

HE REMOVED HIS PT-109 TIE CLIP-MODELLED AFTE THE CRAFT JOHN 

KENNEDY HAD COMMANDED DURING TIE PACIFIC WAR--AND LEFT IT WITH THE 

- OTHER ARTICLES IN THE COFFIN. 

• MRS. KENNEDY LEFT THE ROOM CARRYING A LOCK OF HER HUSBAND'S 

HAIR, - 

--AT FIRST S  JOHNSON ASKED VIRTUALLY ALL THE KENNEDY AIDES TO 

REMAIN IN OFFICE, BUT LATER, MANCHESTER WROTE, 'TEE VERY MENTION 

OF THEIR NAMES WOULD ANNOY HIM.' 

SO DID THE PT-109 TIE CLIP. JOHNSON, THE - BOOK SAYS, CAME 

TO "RESENT THE KENNEDY AURA" TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT ANY WHITE HOUSE 

EMPLOYEE SEEN WEARING THE TIE CLIP "WOULD RUN THE RISK OF INCURRING 

THE PRESIDENTIAL WRATH.", 

-'-THE POSSIBILITY TEAT KENNEDY MIGHT HAVE EE EN THE VICTIM OF 



A CONSPIR-i0W CONTINUED TO HAUNT WASHINGTON DURING THE FIRST DAYS 

OF JOHNSON'S REGIME. LEE HARVEY OSWALD, ,THE SUSPECTED ASSASSIN, 

WAS SHOT TO DEATH BY THE LATE JACK RUBY TWO DAYS AFTER KENNEDY WAS 

KILLJED1 HEIGHTENING THE SUSPICION OF A PLOT. 

THEREFORE, JAHES ROWLEY, ChIEFOF THE SECRET SERVICE, DID NOT 

WANT JOHNSON TO WALK BEHIND THE" GUN CARRIAGE BEARING KENNEDY'S. 

BODY DURING THE FUNERAL.  AT FIRST, TEE PRESIDENT AGREED. BUT RE 

SAID LATER; 

"LADY BIRD TOLD KE I SHOULD DO IT, SO I. CHANGED MY MIND." 

--JOHNSON SHOWED THEODORE SORENSEN, SPECIAL COUNSEL TO KENNEDY, 

AN FBI NEMO ADVISING HIM THAT THE HEADS OF "AN UNFRIENDLY POWER" 

HAD BEEN HOPING•FOR KENNED7'S DEATH. 

THE BOOK SAYS THE NE MO CONTAINED NO NAMES NOR HARD FACTS 

AND A CODE WORD HAD BEEN USED TO IDENTIFY THE FBI/S INFORMANT. 

SORENSEN STUDIED THE 	FOR A MOMENT AND SAID, "HEANINGLESS." 

-.-CHARLES BARTLETT, NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST AND A FRIEND OF 

THE KENNEDYS, TOLD SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT. S. NC,MANARA THAT 

KENNEDY HAD PLANNED TO NAN: LIM. SECRETARY OF STATE DURING HIS SECOND 

ADMINISTRATION, BARTLETT SAID THE PRESIDENT HAD TOLD HIM THIS, 

,MCNAnRA.INDICATED THAT HE ALSO HAD HEARD THE REPORT AND SAID, "I 

DON'T KNOW WHAT I COULD HAVE DONE ABOUT POLICY, BUT I COULD HAVE 

HELPED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION." 
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--ARTHUR SCHLESINGER JR., A WHITE HOUSE AIDE, ASKED JOHN BAILEY, 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CHAIRAN, IF IT WOULD LE POSSIBLE TO DROP JOHNSON 

FROM THE 1964 PRESIDENTIAL TICKET. THE ROOK QUOTES JOHN KENNETH 

GALBRAITH', WRITER AND ECON011iST, AS SAYING SCHLESINGER 'WELT 

ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A TICKET HEADED BY ROBERT KENNEDY AND SE: 

HUMBERT H. HUMPHREY OF MINNESOTA IN THE .14 EL:CTIONSa 

BAILEY REPLIED THAT IT IGHT BE TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE TO DUMP 

JOHNSON BUT THIS WOULD CAUSE THE DEMOCRATS TO LOSE THE ELECTION. 

SCHLESINGER SUGGESTED THAT EITHER GOV. NELSON A. RONEY:11ER 

OF NEW YORK OR FORMER VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON-WOULD WIN 

ANYWAY., Di 'CARRYING THE BIG INDUSTRIAL' STATES. SCHLESINGER ADDED, 

"BUT I SUPPOSE JOHNSON IS ASTUTE ENOUGH TO RECOGNIZE THIS, TOO, 

WHICH MEANS THAT HE MAY BE DRIVEN TO AN AGGRESSIVE LIBERAL PROGRAM." 

LOOK'S FINAL INSTALLMENT OF THE MANCHESTER BOOK CARRIES THE 

STORY FROM THE NIGHT OF THE AUTOPSY IN BETHESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL 

THROUGH KENNEDY'S INTERMENT IN THE -ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY. 

AT THE HOSPITAL, HRS. KENNEDY WAS TOLD THAT.A NAN SUSPECTED OF 



SHOOTING HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN CAPTURED AND THAT HE WAS SAID TO BE 

A COMUNIST.". SHE THOUGHT THIS ROBBED KENNEDY'S DEATH OF ANY :EANING 

AND SAID, "HE DIDN'T EVEN HAVE. THE SATISFACTION OF BEING KILLED • 

FOR- CIVIL RIGHTS--IT HAD TO BE SONS SILLY LITTLE. COi'ljAU"6IST." 
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ERS, KENNEDY SEEIED IMPERVIOUS TO SEDATIVES AS SHE WAITED FOR THE 

AUTOPSY AND THE EEALNENT OF LER HUSLAND'S BODY TO EE COI',TLETED. 

A•17-SICIAN INRECTED 100 NILLIGRMAS OF VISTARIL, "A • 

FOR MIDABLE DOSE" INTO HER ARM. HE THEN WENS' 10 SLEEP HIOSELF. TEN 

MINUTES LATER, HE WAS AWAKENED BY THE SOUND ti.,17  MS. KE.4iCiED7.e WALAii,u• 

IhROUGH T:-.E ROOM WITH A FI.; STEP, LOOKING FOR A CIGARETTL. 

NCNAMARA CAME TO THE HOSPITAL AND SAT Wi Tij2;\FLOUg IN THE KITCHEN 

WHILE;  MRS. KENNEDY TALKED, UNCEASINGLY. EVENTUALLY, SEE AStCED, 

"WhERE 	I GOING 70 LIVE i';j4 

KENNEDY EAL SOLD THEIR liOE Ii 'WASHINGTON AFTER ME WAS ELE',;;ILD. 

MANCIIESTER wk6TE•IRAT MRS, 	 NOWWANTIL TO . RE1URN TO THAT 

HOUSE, 	 SEE FORESAW 11 WOULD BE "UNEEARAI:JLEw TO LIVE 

THERE. ALOE. 

.• THE AUTHOR QUOTED :XNAMARA AS SAYING HE WOULD. REPURCHASE 

.THE HOUSE FOR HER. 

ROBERT KENNEDY KEPT :.BUSY tv:ITH SOME NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS., 

:RE TOLD THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF TO REMOVE EISBROTHER'S PERSONAL 

POSSESSIONS FROM THE WEST .WING BEFORE MRS. KENNEDY RETURNED. 

hE. ASKED THAT THE NAVY HYM LE PLAYED DURING THE FUNERAL POSSESSION. 

MEANWHILE, MORTICIANS ThE PRESIDENT'S BODY. 

DAVID POWERS, ONE-OF HIS AIDES, CHOSE THE CLOTKES, A BLUEGRAY 

SUIT,' BLACK SHOES, A BLUE- 11.E WITH A PATTERN OF DOTS, AND A WHITE 

SILK SHIRT WITH THE MC;NOGRL:i *JFK,'" ON THE SLEEVE. 

AS TIMENORE ALONG, J4iS. KENNEDY SHOWED SIGNS OF EXHAUSTION, 

BUT SHE SAID, 	NOT LEAVING HERE TILL JACK GCES. BUT I WON'T CRY 

TILL IT'S ALL OVER.,.  
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. THRS. KENNEDY DID NOT WANT THE COFFIN LEFT OPEN. HOWEVER, 

MANCHESTER 4953, MC SAMARA TOLD HER THAT PEOPLE WOULD WANT TO VIEW 

ThE BODY OF A HEAD OF STATE, 

IN THE END, AFTER SOfl DISGUSSIONr  ROEERT KENNEDT MADE THE 

' DECISION. 'HE ORDERED THE COFFIN CLOSED. 

MANCHESTER WROTE lhAI, ON TEE MORNING AF EATHE ASSASSINATION, 

JOHNSON WANTED TO MOVE HIS AIDES INTO SOME O THE OFFICES IN THT." WHITE 



HOUSE'SY 9aQ. Th 	tIiEH SAID THAT WHEN RObLRT KENNEDi HEARD THIS 

HE WAS "APPALLED" AND GASPED, "OH, NC." THE EDON SAY'S:  

AS 0-,;= CHIEF p;ECUTIVE,S FURNISHING DEPART'iD„ ANOTHER'S - ARRIVED.... 

A HUG: GOLD-FRAMED PORTRAIT OF LYNDON JOHNSON, BROUGHT-OVER 7ROt1 HIS 

VICE-PRESIDENTIAL .07FICE, WAS SWIFTLY HUNG., 

FiC77=1  THOSE WHO SAW JOHNSON - THAT VIORiiING FOUND MIN ANGUISHED, 

MANCHES:ER WROTE, THE PRESIDENT REPORTEDLY TOLD THE BRITISH 

AMBAsSADOR, 'SIR DAVID ORisbiGORE, THAI ii HIS FAILY  

n SHOULD RENIN IN THE PRESIDENCY, THERE WOULD DE THREE 

VOTES FOR RESIGNING IMEDIATILY--"AND MAYBE YOUR." 

MANCHESTER WROTE THAT Jui-ISON'S 'rChL:LL'ouN NATURE" HAD 

BEEN MORE EVIDENT. 

JOHNSON SAW FORMER PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER STANDI 

BESIDE THE cATAiALQUE AND TOLD EISENHOWER HE WoULD LIRE To ALR WITH 

HIM FOR ABOUT 20 MINUTES. IN FACT, THEIR cONVERSATioN• LASTED TwO 

HOURS. 

MANCHESTER WROTE THAT EIS:=MDWER TOLD hici 	TALX COVERED 

)0TH•FOREIGN AND DONESTIC POLICY.  THE AUTHOR QUOTED EISENHOWER 

AS SAYING, -fiL 	 Li LISS INN 	A3Q(JI FOREIGN POLICY 

THAN ABOUT DOMESTIC POLICY." 

WHILE THEY WERE "JrALKI-: 	schLESINGZRIS LET= O .AESIGNATiCN 

gAS PLACED BEFORE JOHNSON. HE REFUSED To AcCEPT IT. 

IT Is A TRADITION THAT CABINETi.J‘i.NE5,L,(5 sijEJIT THEIR  

TO AN INCOViING ?RESIDENT. EISENHOWER ADVISED JOHNSON TO FOLLOW 

THIS TRADITION AND THEN TAi:7:. A FEW DAYS TO DECIDE WHICH HE WOULD 

ACCEPT, TEE PRLSiiiiENTI  APPAIsiETLV FEELING THE NEED FOR EXPERIENcED 

ADVICE EVERYWHERE, WAKED NO RESIGNATIONS AT TEAT TIME. 

MORE FRICTION BETWEEN JO],!ZON,AND ROE= =EDY AROSE OVER THE 

UESTION OF WHEN JOHNSON SHOULD ADDRESS A J0.1.-:7 SESSION OF TETT, HOUSE 



AND SENATY,-MANCHESTER WROTE. -fl:E.  NEW PRESIDENT WANTED THIS 

TO TARE PLACE ON TUESDAY, NOV. 26. KENNEDY SAID EE THOUGHT 

THE EVENT SHOULD LE DELAYED UNTIL AT LEAST A DAY AFTER HIS BROTHER'S 

FUNERAL. 
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SARGENT SHRIVER HEAD OF THE' PEACE. CORPS AND KENNEDY'S 

BROTHER-IN-LAW, AGREED WITH JOHNSON, THE. BOOR SAYS. DRAWING ON HIS 

EXPERIENCE ON :OTHER CONINENTS, SHRIVER FELT THAT PEOPLE THERE WOULD 

ASSUME THAT "SHOEVER HAD KILLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY WOULD NOW BE 

PRESIDENT." MANCHESTER WROTE THAT SHRIVER BELIEVED IT WAS 

IMPERATIVE TO DISPEL THIS LEL1EF.'. 

HOWEVER, WHEN SHRIVER RELAYED THE WORD OF ROBERT KENNEDY'S.  

'ATTITUDE TOWARD AN EARLY APPEARANCE BY JOHNSON BEFORE CONGRESS, 

. THE PRESIDENT .AGREED TO WAIT UNTIL WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27. - - 

DURING TEE 14-MINUTE CEREONYAT THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA,. 

KENNEDY TOLD CAROLINE THAT THEY WERE GOING TO "SAY GOODBYE" TO 

.CAROLINE'S FATHER. THEY WALKED TO THE COFFIN KNELT, CLOSED THEIR  

EYES5 AND KISSED THE FLAG COVERING IT. 

• MANCHESTER WROTE THAT NEAR THE END. OF THE FUNERAL MASS, 

CAROLINE NOTICED. TEE TEARS IN HER MOTHER'S EYES, TOOK HER HAND AND 

SAID, "YOU'LL BE ALL RIGHT, MU MY.. DON'T CRY.. I'LL TAKE CARE OF 

'YOU." 

WHEN THE BAND BEGAN THE PRESIDENTIAL SALUTE, ."HAIL TO THE CHIEF," 

MRS i'l KENNEDY SAID HO HER SON, "JOHN, YOU CAN SALUTE DADDY NOW 

AND SAY GOOD BYE TO HIM." 

THE LITTLE BOY RAISED HIS HAND, 

• ON THE NIGHT OF THE FUN:RAL, MANCHESTER WROTE, MRS. KENNEDY 

AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DROVE OUT TO THE GRAVE It\T-  ARLINGTON. 

SHE BROUGHT - A SPRAY OF LILI S OF THE VALLEY. 

AT THE GRAVE SITE, THEY FOUND A NUMBER OF OBjECTS-A GREEN BERET 

KMILITARY POLICEMAN'S. BRASSARD, A SYMBOL OF THE ARMY'S THIRD 

DIVISION. KENNEDY POINTED.  Tun OUT TO HIS SISTER-IN-LAW. 

THE AUTHOR SAIB:ONLY TWO MILITARY POLICEMEN WERE PRESENT IN 

THE COLD AND DARKNESS. MRS. KENNEDY AND THE.ATTORNEY GENERAL KNELT 

•IN THE FLICKERING LIGHT OF THE 	FLAME An BEGAN PRAYING. 

• THE CLOCKS IN WASHINGTON TOLLED MIDNIGHT. 
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