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Author
Blasts
Jackie

NEW YORK — (UPI)
— Bitter recriminations
between author William
Manchester and the Ken-
nedy family and their,
supporters ended thel
truce over the book, “The|
Death of a President,” to-
day.

Manchester himself lik- |
ened Jacqueline Kennedy
to Mao Tse-tung’s “in-
scrutability” and to Marie
Antionette’s “isolation.”

o
In three of the frankest in- | what reallyh appened.

terviews published to date in|

the five-week-0ld controver-
sy, Manchester admitted that
hie was overwhelmed by Mrs.
Kennedy’s “incredible”
charm when he met with her
in 1964 to obtain material for
the book.

‘INSCRUTABLE’

But he found her attitude
toward the finished manus-
cript unfathomable.

“Mao Tse-tung and Jackie
are the two most inserutable

people I know,” he said.
Then he added: !
“It was like she was Marle'
Antoinette, completely isolat- |
ed from the world around her !
by her courtier advisers.” ;

JACKIE’S VIEW

Manchester was quoted in
such - publications as New-
sweek, the New York Times,

the New York World Journal |

Tribune and w
Pos}dﬁ/ |

He
the,
v

Mrs, Kennedy took |
titude that anyone who i
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opposed her
publicly unpopular,
She brought suit last Dec. :

would become !

RECOLLECTIONS |

It was not immediatly
clear to what extent Man-

16 to halt publication of the chester had initially de-|

book by Harper & Row and '

-~ serialization by Look maga-

zine with this in mind, he
said.

“Unless I run off with Ed-
die FIShEI' the people will
think that anyone who is in a

- fight with me is a >’ he
quoted her as saying.
Man I's  comments

were challenged by former
presidential aide Richard’
Goodwin, who represented
Mrs. Kennedy in reading and
making revisions of the man-
useript.
“TASTELESS'
In San Francisco, Goedwin

said Manchester’s account |

“bears no relationship” to

“The book is, in part,
tasteless and gratuitiously in-
sulting to President Johnson:
and, for that matter, to the
memory of the late Presi-
dent,” Goodwin said.

“In an effort to make the

- book both accurate and fair . |

. the publishers and repre-
sentatives of the Kennedy
family recommended many]

! vou might have to become a

i scribed the deer incident. He '

mentions what appear to be
Mrs. Kennedy’s recollections
of it in the second install-
ment of the Look serializa-
tion, which is on sale today. |
Manchester said the Ken-;
nedys appeared to approve of
the project until Look maga-
" zine bought serializationi
[ rights for $665,000.
| Mrs. Kennedy, he said,
was “concerned over the
isum of money and what she
felt was cemmercialization.”
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, |
according to Manchester, |
. greeted the news of the Look
i deal with the comment:

| i “Gee, that’s great — that’s
a record isn’t it?"
But soon his atntude

i changed, too, and he *“‘was ir-
Iraltnonal and concerned with
[ the money now,” Manchester
i said.

'[ The author said he expects
{to net $500,000, after taxes,
| on the book.

““That is inot a lot of money !
in light of my three years 0!
cagony,” he said. ;

Manchester said one per-!
son reminded him that he|
was ‘“‘destroying any chance

changes. As a result a]_m,gstHSDECJ.aI assistant to the {tu-‘

one-thir d of the book \aasi
modified.”

According to Manchester!
only 3600 words were cut —'
about one percent of the text.

FIRST CHAPTER

One of the deletions, a,
friend of the Kennedys said
today, was the first chapter, |
which the Kennedys a]legedi
painted a picture of Presi-|
dent Johnson as “a man o['
violence.”

It described, the sourece
said, a deer hunting trip on
the LBJ Ranch thathKennedy .
went on reluctantly. 1i

“It showed Johnson as a|
man of violence who loved to|
kill deer and would force oth- |
ers to do the same the|
source said.

“It had nothing to do with
the assassination, since it oc-
curred three years before,” !
he added.

i ture) President” by Oppomng[

{ THE Kennedys’ demands for |

radical cuts in the book. f
He observed that the Ken-

nedys are probably “‘a paut'

of my past, not my future.” |
|
|
|



