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JOHNSON1-KENNEDY BOOK (200) 

WASHINGTON, JAN. 17 .  (AP)--PRESIDENT JOHNSON LEFT UP TO MRS. ,  

JOHN F. KENNEDY•TODAY THE DECISION WHETHER TO PER 	PUBLICATION 

OF' LETTERS HE WROTE TO HER AND HER CHILDREN AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, 

IN A LEGAL SETTLEMENT MRS. KENNEDY REACHED WITH AUTHOR WILLIAM 

MANCHESTER AND THE PUBLISHER OF HIS SOON "THE DEATH OF A 

PRESIDENT," THERE WAS A STIPULATION THAT LETTERS- PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

WROTE TO MRS, KENNEDY AND HER CHILDREN, CAROLINE AND JOHN JR., 

WOULD NOT BE PUBLISHED WITHOUT PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S CONSENT. 

ASKED IF THE PRESIDENT WOULD GIVE SUCH CONSENT OR MAKE PUBLIC 

THECONTENT OF THE LETTERS HIMSELF, WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

GEORGE CHRISTIAN HAD THIS REPLY: 

"THE PRESIDENT DOESN'T KNOW WHICH LETTERS •ARE . INVOLVED. HE IS 

CONTENT TO LEAVE ENTIRELY TO.NRS: , KENNEDY THE QUESTION OF 

PUBLICATION OF LETTERS HE HAS WRITTEN TO HER.' HE WILL WILLINGLY 

ABIDE SY HER JUDGMENT. THE PRESIDENT DOES NOT INTEND TO EXPRESS 

ANY VIEWS •oR OPINIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE LETTERS ." 

•AFTER THE SETTLEMENT OF MRS, KENNEDY'S SUIT, ANNOUNCED MONDAY, 

AN INFORMANT SAID THAT TY.F.P.Y: WAS NO OBJECTION TO THE CONTENTS. CF 

THE LETTERSYWRITTEN BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON,•HIN FACT, THEY ARE 

•FRIENDLY AND KINDLY. BUT-WE INSIST THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD 

APPROVE THEM BEFORE PUBLICATION."' 
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