
Accord Near in Kennedy Book Dzspute 
By DOUGLAS ROBINSON 
Mrs. John F. Kennedy's dis-

pute with William Manchester, 
author of "The Death of a Pres-
ident," and Harper & Row, pub-
lisher of the book, appeared last 
night to be close to settlement. 

Although participants in the 
discussions declined to be overly 
optimistic, it was reported that 
only a few:items remained to he 
ironed out. 

"We've been close before, but 
things have come unhinged at 
the last moment," a source close 
to the talks said. 

Another source said, however, 
that only a "snag or two" stood 
in the way of a settlement. 

The discussions, which have 
gone on for nearly a month, 
have‘ centered on Mrs. Ken-
nedy's objections to personal 
material that she feels would 
violate her "dignity and 
privacy" if published. 

Yesterday's talks were held 
in the office of fernier Federal 
Judge Simon E Rifkind at 575 
Fifth Avenue. Judge Rifkind, 
who represents Mrs. Kennedy, is 
a member of the law firm of 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison. 

Pressure for a speedy settle-
ment was increasing. Both sides 
are known to want to avoid a 
court fight and Mr. Manchester 
is scheduled to appear today in 
State Supreme Court for a trial 
on a permanent injunction 
sough by Mrs. Kennedy to block 
publication of his book. 

The suit is based on Mrs. 
Kennedy's contention that pub-
lication would breach a contract 
between Mr. Manchester and 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, 
who has assumed the role of 
family representative in the 
dispute. 

Although the contract stipu-
lated that the book on Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassination 
could not be published before 
Nov. 22, 1968, Mr. Manchester 
and Harper & Row have as- 
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Simon H. Illfkind, counsel 
for Mrs. ti^hn F. Kennedy. 

serted that Mrs. Kennedy gave 
her consent for publication. 

Neither Mr. Manchester nor 
Harper & Row, in their answers 
filed in court, said exactly how 
Mrs. Kennedy had given her 
approval: Both reported pre-
viously that Senator Kennedy, 
in a telegram to the author 
last July, had said that "mem-
bers of the Kennedy family will 
piece no obstacle in the way of 
publication of this book." 

In his reply, Mr. Manchester 
also contended that since the 
court action was based on an 
alleged breach of contract with 
Senator Kennedy, the suit was 
invalid unless the Senator 
joined it. The Senator has filed 
an affidavit in support of Mrs. 
Kennedy's suit, but has not 
joined her as a plaintiff. 

Harper & Row; whieh ipiane 
to publish 'the.  controateraiat 
book next April, is scheduled 
to appear in court for trial on 
Wednesday. 

In addition to the talks on 
the Harper & Row book yester-
day, other discussions went on 
at Judge Rifkind's office con-
cerning a proposed lawsuit 
against Stern, a West German 
magazine that bought serializa-
tion rights to the Manchester 
work from Look magazine. 

Stern has refused to cut or,  
modify material objected to by 
Mrs. Kennedy, changes agreed 
to several weeks ago by Look. 
The first installment of the 
unexpurgated version was 
printed by Stern last week. 

Despite a visit by represen-
tatives of Look and the Ken-
nedy family to Hamburg Fate 
last week, Henri Nannen, the 
editor of Stern has consistent-
ly refused to tailor the seriali-
zation. Stern bought the rights 
from Look for $72,500. 

Look sold the serialization 
rights in 25 countries. Each 
agreement stipulated that for-
eign installments must appear 
five to seven days after they 
first appeared in Look. 

The West German magazine 
came out with its first install-
ment last Monday, the same 
day that Look went on sale. 

Although the issue of Look 
was to have come out on Tues-
day, Jan. la, the magazine 
moved its - publication date up 
because details of- its first in-
stallment were printed in The 
Chicago Daily News on Jan. 7. 

Look's complaint against 
Stern is apparently based pri-
marily on the publication date 
rather than the textual changes. 

On Dec. 24, it was learned, 
Look received a telegram from 
Stern that indicated it would 
honor the publication date, 
an1w5lceafihveoefvasitsskeh.aeguieredtheto abpopJ. eaanr.  

Sirs. Kennedy said good night 
and went out, sad that she was 
parted. from her husband, the 
Sources said. 

Last Half dr First Part 
Except for the material ob-

jected to by Mrs. Kennedy's, 
Stern's second installment is 
the sans the last half of 
Lookate* first, Which, appeared 
Jan. 9. The second Look install-
ment is scheduled to come out 
Jan. 24. 
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STERN DESCRIBES 
KENNEDY kRTING 

Tells of Night Before Slaying 
in Uncut Version of Book 

HAMBURG, West Germany, 
Jan. 15 (Reuters) — The next 
installment of "The Death of a 
President," to be published to-
morrow in Stern, the West 
German magazine, tells how 
President Kennedy parted from 
his wife on the eve of his as-
sassination, informed sources 
said tonight. 

The sources said a passage 
from the book by William Man-
chester described the Kennedy's 
long embrace before they 
parted, and said they were so 
weary that they were support-
ing each other "like a couple 
of bookends," in Jacqueline 

'Kennedy's words'. 
The description will be pub-

lished, the sources said, even 
though Look magazine, which 
holds the American rights, de-
leted much of it from the ver-
sion it published last week in 
deference to objections by Mrs. 
Kennedy. 

Stern's editor-in-chief, Henri 
Nutrient' said Friday after 
meeting a lawyer for Mrs. Ken-
nedy and the editor-in-chief of 
Look, William Attwood, that 
Stern still intended to publish 
the uncut serialization of Mr. 
Manchester's book. 

Will Go to 'Court 
Mr. Attwood said before he 

left Hamburg last night that 
Look would take legal action 
against Stern. He said Stern 
had presumed to decide for it-
self which stems of a personal 
nature would distress the Pres-
ident's, widow- 
, A. Stern official said tonight: 

"I think Stern would look for-
'ward to legal action because 
We have nothing to worry 
about." 

The informed sources said the 
disputed passage to be pub-
lished tomorrow would describe 
the scene in a Fort Worth, 
Tex., hotel room where Mrs. 
Kennedy, 'ready to retire, had 
joined her 'husband. 

They could not stay together, 
however, because the • Presi-
dent's aides had removed a. dou-
ble mattress and replaced it with 
a single sleeping board for Mr. 
Kennedy, who was troubled by 
a back ailment. 

The sources said that after 
the couple had. embraced, the 
President, wearing . a. Nue and 
White sleeping smock, lay clown 
op the bed, dying he had a 
devil of a sternach ache, and 
told' his wife not to stay with 
him. 

He said he had to make a 
breakfast speech, sett ihe could 
remain in bed, according' to the 
sources. 


