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AUSTIN, TEX., JAN. 11 CAP)-UPSET BY WILLIAM MANCHESTER'S BOOK ON 

THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, TEXAS GOV, JOHN B. CONNALLY HAS ISSUED 

'A STATEMENT SAYING PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY'S "DECLINING POPULARI-

TY" PROMPTED THE TRIP ON WHICH HE LOST HIS LIFE. 

CONNALLY GRIMLY READ THE 344-WORD STATEMENT TO NEWSMEN YESTER-

DAY, HE DECLINED FURTHER COMMENT. 

"THIS TRANSPARENT ATTEMPT TO DICTATE HISTORY THROUGH A CAPTIVE 

VOICE IS SHOCKING," CONNALLY SAID. 

THE FIRST INSTALLMENT OF A CONDENSED VERSION OF MANCHESTER'S BOOK, 

THE DEATH OF A , PRESIDENT," IN LOOK MAGAZINE APPEARED ON NEWSSTANDS 

YESTERDAY, CONNALLY SAID IT PURPORTS TO BE FACTUAL HISTORY BUT 

"ACTUALLY IS A RECITATION OF RECOLLECTIONS AND OBSERVATIONS COL-

LECTED AND REFLECTED THROUGH THE PRISMS OF PREJUDICE." 

■ "FOR• EXAMPLE,' HE SAID, "IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT 

KENNEDY WAS UNWILLINGLY BROUGHT TO TEXAS TO SETTLE A LOCAL POLITI-

CAL ARGUMENT. 

TO THE EXTENT THAT THERE WAS ANY SIGNIFICANT ARGUMENT PRIOR TO 

THE TRIP, IT WAS BETWEEN THEN VICE PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND SEN. (RALPH) 

YARBOROUGH (D-TEX), BOTH OF WHOM WERE READILY AVAILABLE IN WASHING-

TON. 

"THE FACT IS IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THIS WAS PART OF A SE-

RIES OF POLITICAL TRIPS OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S OWN MAKING PLANNED 

IN ,THE WAKE OF POLLS REFLECTING DECLINING POPULARITY." 
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CONNALLY DID NC: 'SAY, OR PERMIT NEWSMEN TO ASK, IF HE HAD READ 

THE BOOK OR THE MAGAZINE ARTICLE OR IF HE BASED HIS REMARKS ON NEWS 

REPORTS., HE PREFACED HIS STATEMENT THIS WAY: "I PROPOSE TO READ 

THIS STATEMENT AND HAVE NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY.' 

HE AND.MRS, CONNALLY, WHO ALSO WAS IN THE PRESIDENTIAL LIMOUSINE 

IN .DALLAS WHEN CONNALLY AND -KENNEDY WERE SHOT, HAVE REFUSED FOR 

THREE YEARS TO ELABORATE ON DETAILS OF KENNEDY'S TRIP, CONNALLY 

SAID. 

"REGRiTFULLY, WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT WE NO LONGER HAVE THAT 

CHOICE INIVIEW OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS," HE SAID. 



INSTEAD OF AUTHENTIC HISTORY, MANCHESTER'S BOOK "TURNS OUT TO 

BE AN ASTONISHING PROPAGANDA INSTRUMENT CLEVERLY WOVEN TO REFLECT 

FAVORABLY ON THOSE WHO GAVE IT BIRTH, WHILE RUDELY DISCREDITING 

OTHERS INVOLVED," CONNALLY SAID 

;MEANWHILE, SEN. JOHN TOWER, R-TEX., SAID IN WASHINGTON YESTER-

DAY THAT RE RECEIVED A FAKE BOMB IN THE MAIL AFTER THE ASSASSINA-

TION, APPARENTLY SENT BY SOMEONE WHO THOUGHT CONSERVATIVES WERE RE-

SPONSIBLE FOR KENNEDY'S DEATH. POLICE PERSUADED HIM NOT TO DIS-

CLOSE THE MATTER AT THAT TIME, TOWER SAID. 
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