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ADVANCE FOR 6 PA., EST 

WITH KENNEDY BOOK 

(ADVANCE) NEW YORK, DEC. 18 (AP)—FOLLOWING IS THE STATEMENT ISSUED 

TONIGHT BY WILLIAM MANCHESTER, AUTHOR OF "DEATH OF A PRESIDENT' 

(500): 

ON JULY 29, 1966, I WAS INFORMED BY A MEMBER OF THE KENNEDY 

FAMILY THAT BECAUSE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S 'RESPECT" FOR ME AS "A 

HISTORIAN AND A REPORTER. 	.MEMBERS OF THE KENNEDY FAMILY WILL PLACE 

NO OBSTACLE IN THE WAY OF PUBLICATION" OF MY WORK. 

I BELIEVE THAT I AM NOW-”IN DECEMBER OF 1966--THE SAME 
HISTORIAN AND REPORTER THAT I WAS IN JULY AND THE SAME HISTORIAN 

AND REPORTER THAT I WAS IN 1962 WHEN PRESIDENT KENNEDY EXPRESSED 

HIS CONFIDENCE IN ME. 

I FEEL THAT I AM THE SAME, YET CLEARLY CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT. 

A LEGAL OBSTACLE IS SOUGHT TO BE PLACED IN THE WAY OF PUBLICATION 

OF MY BOOK, "THE DEATH OF A PRESIDENT.' 

I HAD HOPED MY BOOK WOULD BE ALLOWED TO SPEAK FOR ITSELF, AND 

I WOULD NOT HAVE TO SPEAK FOR IT. THIS IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE. THE 

INTEGRITY OF MY BOOK AND MY OWN HONESTY AS A WRITER AND A 

PERSON HAVE BEEN ATTACKED. 

IN LIFE JOHN KENNEDY BELONGED TO ALL AMERICANS. HIS CRUEL 

MURDER DEPRIVED US ALL. I CANNOT HELP BUT FEEL THAT SOME OF THE 

PRESENT BITTERNESS COMES FROM THE DARK NIGHTMARE OF HIS DEATH 

AND THE IMPOTENCE IN THE FACE OF DEATH WHICH WE FELT THEN AND 

FEEL NOW. 
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JOHN KENNEDY WAS MY PRESIDENT. TO SUGGEST THAT I WOULD DISHONOR 

HIS MEMORY OR MY ASSOCIATION WITH HIM IS BOTH CRUEL AND UNJUST. HIS 

STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE HAVE GUIDED ME THROUGHOUT THIS WORK. 

I BELIEVE JOHN KENNEDY, WHO WAS HIMSELF AN HISTORIAN, WOULD HAVE 

WANTED HIS COUNTRYMEN TO KNOW THE TRUTH OF THOSE TERRIBLE DAYS, AND 

I HAVE DEDICATED MYSELF FOR NEARLY THREE YEARS TO RELIVING AND 

RECONSTRUCTING THEM SO THAT THE TRUTH COULD BE FAITHFULLY AND 

ACCURATELY RECORDED. 



IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT MY WORK IS BEING PUBLISHED PREMATURELY 

AND THAT MAGAZINE SERIALIZATION WAS NOT CONTEMPLATED BY THE KENNEDY 

FAMILY. THIS IS NOT 50. IN THE SUMMER OF /966, AUTHORIZATION WAS 

GIVEN BY THE FAMILY FOR PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK IN EARLY 1967, TO 

BE PRECEDED BY SERIALIZATION IN LOOK MAGAZINE. 

IT HAS BEEN SAID TMAT I HAVE BROKEN FAITH WITH MRS. KENNEDY: 

THAT I TOOK ADVANTAGE OF HER CONFIDENCE IN ME AND THAT I RECORDED 

TOO FAITHFULLY HER WORDS AND EMOTIONS. I DO NOT BELIEVE THIS 

TO BE SO. MRS. KENNEDY ASKED ME TO WRITE THIS BOOK; I DID NOT SEEK 

THE OPPORTUNITY.. MRS. KENNEDY GAVE ME TEN HOURS OF INTERVIEWS: I 

DID NOT, INDEED COULD NOT, HAVE CONDUCTED THESE INTERVIEWS 

WITHOUT HER VOLUNTARY COOPERATION. MRS. KENNEDY HERSELF DID NOT 

ASK TO SEE THE MANUSCRIPT AND STILL HASN'T, IF SHE HAD, I WOULD, 

OF COURSE, HAVE GIVEN IT TO HER. 

INSTEAD, THE KENNEDY FAMILY ASKED TO HAVE THE BOOK READ BY A 

NUMBER OF FRIENDS AND ADVtSORS, THIS WAS DONE, AND APPROPRIATE 

CHANGES WERE MADE IN CONSULTATION WITH THESE DISTINGUISHED 

FRIENDS. MRS. KENNEDY ASKED TO HAVE YET ANOTHER FRIEND READ 

THE BOOK: THIS TOO WAS DONE AND YET MORE CHANGES WERE MADE. 
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HoWEVER, IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, THIS IS MY BOOK. NEITHER MRS. 

KENNEDY NOR ANY MEMBER OF THE KENNEDY FAMILY NOR ANYONE ELSE IS IN 

ANY WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR MY RESEARCH OR THE CONTENT OF MY WORK. 

IT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY, AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT MY BOOK CAN 

WITHSTAND ANY OBJECTIVE TEST—PARTICULARLY THE TEST OF TIME. I ASK 

ONLY THAT IT BE GIVEN THE CHANCE. 

(END STATE) 

(END STATEMENT) 
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